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| Is publiſhing this Syſtem of Divinity, 1 
think it incumbent upon me to explain the 
regſons which have induced me to compoſe it, 
and the manner in which it ſhould be uſect. 
- During my exerciſe of the miniſterial of- 
fice, I have, as I confidered it my duty, in- 
ſtructed children of riper years in the princi- 
ciples and duties of Chriſtianity, before their 
Confirmation. I ſoon found the want of a 
book, in which thoſe doctrines were treated in 
a proper and /y/ftematical order, ſuited to the i 
capacities of youth, and to the neceſſities of our 
times. For it muſt be confeſſed, - that the 
ſtudy not only of Arts and Sciences, but of 
Religion, has made great progreſs, and expe- 
fienced many changes, during the period of the 
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9 PREFACE 
laſt fiſty years; and that it is not ſo much bi- 


gotry and ſuperſtition againſt which young 


minds ſhould be guarded, as againſt infidelity 


on the one hand and fanaticiſm on the other. 


To obtain this object, I put into the hands of 


my pupils, a ſketch of ſome plain, undoubted, 
and eſſential Principles of Religion, wherein all 


parties agree; and I have made it a rule to omit 


ſuch doctrines and expreſſions as tended more 


to puzzle and confuſe the mind than to en- 
lighten it. The foundation of all Religion is 


laid in knowledge; but then that knowledge 


ſhould be clear, certain, and convincing. Of 


what uſe is it to lead young people into a laby- 
rinth of words and ſubtleties, in which the 


moſt learned Divines find themſelves bewil- 


dered, and by which endleſs controverſies and 


party-conteſts are mingled with the great and 
ſubſtantial truths of Faith and Godlineſs ? 


& Children have been made zealous Luthe- 


; rans, Calvinifts, Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, 
Independents, Baptiſts, before they have been 


made Chriſtians ; and it has had an unhappy 
influence to kindle and maintain the fire and 


fury of parties, and to baniſh and deſtroy cha- 
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rity and love from among thoſe who agree in 
the neceſſary and moſt important things of 


religion.” *- It is high time that the Church of 


Chriſt, which has been ſplit into numberleſs 


ſets, ſhould have one rule, as the Father of 
lights has given us but one ſun to enlighten 


our eyes; and that all ſhould agree in love, 


though they differ in ſome articles of faith. _ 


For this reaſon I have waved all manner of 
diſputes and controverſies, inſiſting only upon 
ſuch things as are neceſſary for all Chriſtians 
to know, and which perfectly agree with the 
allowed principles of natural and revealed Reli- 
gion. I have endeavoured to offend none, and 


-to benefit all. Religion is to be a guide to 


practical wiſdom, virtue and happineſs ; it is 
to teach man what he ought to be—what obſta- 
cles are in his way that hinder him to be ſon 
and by what means he may be rendered truly 


good and happy in the preſent and future ſtate, _ 


Whatever has no connection with that grand 
object, nor any tendency to promote it, is 


better laid aſide and forgotten. Let us not 


* See Dr. IWatts's Diſcourſe on the Way of Inſtruction 5 
by 3 page 48. | | 
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deny longer over-burthen the memories of 
Children with dry ſpeculations, which do not 
ive life to the heart, becauſe they communi- 
Late no light to the underſtanding; and which 


ſerve oily to promote the diſſenſions of men, 
Anſtead of uniring them. in the bonds of mutual 


tore and Peace. | 
The Bille being the WIR} fries from 


which we derive our religious knowledge, and 
the only and ſufficient rule both of our faith 


and practice, I have choſen ſuch paſſages of 


Scripture as convey the moſt eſſential doo- 
trines, in the plaineſt words, to young minds, 
But the references are not printed, becauſe that 
would have ſwelled the 'beok to a larger ſize; 


and it was my deſign to make young people 


more acquainted with their Bible, by aſſigning 
them the taſk to read firſt the words of that 
divine book themſelves, and then to dive into 


the ſenſe, by hearing it expounded according to 


the rules of ſound interpretation, and by being 


catechiſed on it. It is, there fore, indiſpenſably 


neceſſary, that one of the children ſhould read, 


firſt of all, with a loud and diſtinct voice, the 


texts cited in the ſeveral paragraphs of the 
. i chapters. 
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chapters. I think the common method, of 
printing the queſtion and anſwer at large, is 
not the beſt way of raiſing their attention, 
They learn the words by rote, like parrots ;. 
and 1 in moſt caſes do not underſtand: the mean- 
ing of what they ſay. But I have ſubjoined to 
each chapter ſeveral hints and queſtions, by 
which the teacher will be enabled to convey 
inſtruction, and the child to find out the proper 
anſwer, I would recommend the introduction 
of the Socratic method, of which I ſhall ſay a 
few words, 

| Socrates uſe to teach ſcience and morality 


with the happieſt effects, by a method pecu- 


liar to himſelf. He aſſumed the appearance 
of a learner, rather than of a teacher. In con- 
verſing with others, he ſtarted ſome doubts 
and objections, and propoſed queſtions, to 
which he drew from his hearers ſuch anſwers, 
as imperceptibly led them to the knowledge 
of truth, and to conviction, by their o. 
words and arguments ; and in this manner he- 
formed the minds of the people to the ſtudy. of 
religion and virtue, of which we have inſtances. 
in the writings of Plato and Aenophon. It is 
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no diſgrace to a Chriſtian to imitate the good 
example of a wiſe Heathen. Let us make uſe 
of the treaſures of Egypt, to build the ſanctuary 


of Religion—Let us copy from thoſe wiſe men, 


the manner in which 4% taught Philoſophy, 


in teaching Chriſtianity. The Socratic me- 
thod conſiſts not merely in putting a queſtion, 
and in anſwering Yes or No; but in converſ- 


ing with your pupils on any religious or moral 


ſubject, in ſuch a familiar manner, that they 
themſelves, from certain given propoſitions, 
ſhould draw ſome concluſions, which they think 
to be their own invention. You muſt not 
force upon the child your judgment and con- 
viction, but bring him to conſent by his own . 


feeling and experience, I have always ad- 


mired the firſt queſtion in the catechiſm of the 


Church of England: What is your name ?— _ 
Who gave you this name ?*—How ealy is it 


to take this hint, and to follow it up by ſimilar 
queſtions : © Did, and do your parents love you? 
Is it probable, that they could do any thing 


which would hurt you? They promiſed, that 
you ſhould be brought up virtuouſly, and lead 


a godly life, which makes you happy ; would 
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you not promiſe the ſame, even if nobody had 


done it in your name ?—Is then this promiſe 
binding on you ſtill ? Thus the child is, by 
degrees, brought to a confeſſion, which was 


the reſult of principles, of the truth of which 


he was himſelf convinced, 


; There is in every child a ground to work 


upon, and this is, the reaſoning faculty and the 


moral ſenſe. There are ſome principles of 


common: ſenſe and found reaſon, which even 
without proof are admitted; as, that an effect 
has a cauſe—that ſuch things as have been ſince 
immemorial times, will be always ſo under 
ſimilar circumſtances—that evil has evil con- 
ſequences—and, that it is only goodneſs that 
makes you happy, &c. From ſuch univerſal 
principles, the pupil will draw the proper'in- 


ferences in particular caſes, if he is made at- 


tentive by a Socratic teacher. From the firſt 


moment of his life, the child has ſome expe- 


rience of inward perception, which enables him 


to compare ſurrounding objects and ideas. 
Nothing, therefore, ſhould be propoſed to him 


but what he has capacity to conceive in his 


— 


mind. Upon this obſervation reſts the expe- 
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diency of compoſing catechiſms fo children 
according to their different ages; and if ever 
the Miſnonaries ſent to the Eaſt-Indies, or to 
the South- Sea iſlands, for the converſion of 
Hleathens, wiſh for ſucceſs, it muſt be by con- 

forming themſelves, firſt, to the ideas of the 


inhabitants, and net by teaching them ſtrange 


things, of which their minds have no notion, and 
for which their language has no words. There 


zs alſo, in children, a moral ſenſe, an inſtinct 
of fympathy, of the love of liberty, of joy, of 


what is juſt or unjuſt, good or evil, which 
muſt be awakened gradually by inſtruction and 
example, and may be the means of cultivating 
and fixing their minds in the practical part of 
Religion. | 

But if you wiſh to obtain that great end, 
you ſhould underſtand the Socratic method of 


catechiſing, which is not a common qualification, 


but which may be acquired by obſerving the 


following rules. Think fully of the ſubject 
before you ſpeak of it. Propoſe ſhort and 


plain queſtions. If they ſhould not under- 
ſtand them directly, vary the words and 
- phraſes, till you light 1 ſuch as they can 

beſt 
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beſt comprehend. Tell the ſame thing in other 


words, propoſe the thought in another dreſs, 
and ſometimes you will find that you muſt go 
round about, and call in a far-fetched ſubjeR, . 


to bring them nearer to the point. Appear 


among children as a friend who diſſembles: 
what he knows, expreſſing a deſire to ſearch. 
after the truth by their aſſiſtance ; and if ane of. 
them finds out the right anſwer, evince by; 
your behaviour that you are mueh pleaſed at 
the diſcovery, and admire the thought which. 


has at once ſet you right. I have tried the 


experiment with good ſucceſs, by aſſuming 
ſometimes even the character, and ſtarting the 
doubts and objections, of a faſhionable Atheiſt 
and Infidel ; and had the ſatisfaction of being 
completely refuted by the ſmart replies of a 
youth of good parts. Do not be angry if the boy 
or the girl anſwer awkwardly, unleſs inatten- 
tion or wanton behaviour make. ſome reproof 


- neceſſary. It may be, that your queſtion was 


too intricate and difficult, or not clear and 
determinate ; and then you will either receive 
no anſwer at all, or a wrong one :—as in the 
_ wherein a child being aſked, what the 
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chief end of man was ? anſwered, bis bead ; and 
another being aſked the ſame queſtion, an- 
ſwered, death. It is one of the moſt excellent 
things to render difficult ſubjects eaſy ; but in 

religious inſtruction, eaſy things are frequently 
made hard. The chief difficulty, then, con- 
- fiſts in finding out plain and proper words for 
the queſtion, in order to draw from the child 
an eaſy anſwer. If the anſwer ſhould be 
partly falſe and partly. true, endeavour to fix 
what is true, and to rectify what is wrong, by 
additional explanations, or by a direct addreſs. 
“Since none of you can find it out, I will tell 
it you; for you muſt be ſenſible, that you are to 
believe many things upon the teſtimony of 
oe, till you come to * years of diſcre- 
tion.“ | 

This mode of catechiſing is a difficult duty 
to perform in the moſt beneficial manner, and 
it is experience, or {kill, which can alone teach 
us to aſk queſtions properly; but it is the eaſieſt 
way of raiſing in children a deſire and pleaſure 
to learn, and of inſpiring their tender minds 
with the principles and ſentiments of Religion. 


It is 1 enough to hear children ſay their 
catechiſm 


\ 


at 
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catechiſm by rote; but to make them under- 
ſtand it, requires great preſence of mind and 
quickneſs of invention in the teacher. It is 
eaſter to compoſe and preach a ſermon, than 


to catechiſe children in ſuch a manner; and 


yet without it, many ſermons in our days are 
preached to no purpoſe. Brethren, let us 
copy after that great pattern of the friend of 


children, Jeſus Chriſt, who. delighted to fit in 


their circle, and condeſcended to coriverſe 
with them, and to treat them with the moſt 
gentle affability, How much ground have we 
gained, if we can raiſe in them attention to 
what we have to ſay, and if we talk to them in 
a language which is intelligible, on a ſubject .. 
which is intereſting, and in a manner which is 
captivating and uſeful 70 hem But the greateſt 
advantage will be, that children learn to think 
for themſelves, and that their religious know- 
ledge, thus acquired, will be productive of 
virtue and, happineſs. 

In order to exemplify; the above rules, I wilt ' 
add. a catechiſation on the Exiſtence of God. 

9eftion : Could this houſe, this church, or 


this watch, make themſelves? Anſwer > No 


A 6 A builder, 
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A builder or archite& muſt ere& the houſe 
or the church, and a watchmaker make the 


Watch. — Q. Do men build alſo great cities 
and towns? A. Yes.—9. But do you think, 


that they could make a whole world? A. 
They cannot do that, I am ſure ; this would 


be too great a work for them.. Muſt there 
bea very great and almighty Being that can 


make a whole world? A. Surely.—2, Which 
are the firſt words of the Bible? A. In the 


beginning God made Heaven and Earth.—2. 


How is the great firſt cauſe of all things called? 
A. God. Q: Do you think it right to ſay, that 


every thing is made. by chance and of itſelf ? 
A. No: I think, that thoſe who make ſuch 
aſſertions are wrong.—2, How can you be- 
come acquainted. with the author of a book, 
though you do not ſee him? A. By reading 
his work.— Q, Did you ſee Sir Chriſtopher 
Wren? and do you doubt of his exiſtence ? 
A. No; for St, Paul's cathedral is his laſting 


monument *.—-9, Did you ever ſee God? 


A. No; but I ſee him in his works, and know 


him from the bible.—2, Are there things 


* Si monumentum queris, circumſpice. 
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which really exiſt, though we cannot ſee them? 


A. Yes, the air, our ſouls. —9, Why cannot | 
we ſee God? A. Becauſe he is a ſpirit. —9, 


But does he ſee and take care of you? 4 


Certainly. 

Know then, my dear child, mY the great 
God, who has made heaven and earth, has 
given you alſo exiſtence. He is an almighty - 


Being, and kind Father to us all. Though you 


cannot-fee him with your bodily eyes, you can 
ſee him with the eyes of your mind. If you 
look at the ſtars, or take a walk 1 in the verdant 
fields, ſay with David: How wonderful are thy 
works, O Lord! in wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all. He has made you a rational creature, and 

it is a divine voice in you, that teaches you 
what is right and wrong. Hear this voice ; 
never think, or ſpeak, or do any wicked thing 
in his holy preſence, which ſurrounds you like 
the air. Put your whole truſt in him. Your 
father, mother, friends, will die; but he is 
eternal. Love and obey him above all things; 


and then he will take you to heaven, when you 


die, to ſee ſtill greater works of his power, 
P and — 
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The preſent Summary of Religion is lis | 


xvüi 


into the bifforical, dogmatical, and moral part. 


The hiſtorical part, I think, ſhould be the firſt; 
becauſe it is not only amuſing and attractive 
to young minds, but neceffary and expedient 
to know, at how many different times and oc- 


caſions, and to what different ſorts of perſons, 


the divine revelation was given. Such an 
hiſtorical ſket. h of Religion, continued to our 
preſent times, will, I truſt, be very acceptable, 


ſince it contains many things neceſſary for 


every Chriſtian to be acquainted with. The 
dofrines are collected in ſuch an order, that 
one is made the foundation of the other. The 
ſeveral articles of faith, and rules of conduct, 
which the word of God preſcribes, not being 
collected and laid down methodically in any 
one part of it, but diſperſed with irregular 
beauty through the whole, as the riches of 
nature are through the creation*®, every one 


will fee how needful it is to arrange the ma- 


terials in a proper and ſyſtematical order. 
And thus the moral part, or the duties, reſt 
* See Secher's Introduction to the Lectures on the 


Church Catechiſm. 
f upon 
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upon the doctrines, as upon their Lure founda- 
tion. ö 
I have now to add a few lian and remarks 
concerning the manner in which 1 wiſh this 
book may be uſed. TMs 

Should it be fo fortunate as to be thought 
worthy of notice and peruſal by the heads of 


families, or by maſters,and miſtreſſes of acade- 


mies and boarding-ſchools, I think each chap- 
ter would ſerve both as a ſubject for ſhore 
ſermons and addreſſes, and as a catechetical 
exerciſe to thoſe ſeminaries. For though it is 
chiefly deſigned for catechetical uſe, yet I 
humbly preſume to hope that it is, like the 
Bible, from which it is a regular extract, to 
be compared to a ſtream fiom which an 
elephant can drink as well as a lamb. It is a 
compendious form of inſtructions, proper ta 
be put into the hands of the uniearned parent 
or youth, as well as of the learned miniſter or 
teacher. Let them begin with ſinging a 
few verſes ſuitable to the ſubje&, for which I 
could wiſh we. had a hymn- book arranged in 
the ſame ſyſtematical order. Then ſay a prayer 
or collect; and, after a ſhort introduction, ſet- 

4 _- ting 
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1 ting forth the importance of the doctrine vou 
gare going to ſpeak of, expound the ſenſe of the 
ſeveral moſt ſtriking paſſages of ſcripture re- 


Plain and forcible addreſs to their hearts; and 
finiſh with a prayer, and ſinging a few verſes, 
as before, It is the heart that will make you 
eloquent; but that you may not be at a loſs 
to ſpeak fluently on the ſubject before you, 
allow yourſelves a little time of previous me- 
ditation, or read a chapter of thoſe books 
which I have recommended and quoted in the 
ſeveral chapters, and which form a Chriſtian 
library ; and thus your mind will ſupply you 


heads, while your heart will inſpire you with 
animated language, to make the ſubject inte- 
reſting to your hearers. This, I am ſure, 
would be a very uſeful and edifying exerciſe in 
Sunday-ſchools, and other inſtitutions deſigned 
for education. It is a general complaint, that 
Religion is too much neglected in our acade- 
mies and ſchools. But ſhould not a teacher 
of Religion be equally reſpected and encou- 
raged as the drawing, writing, and dancing- 


lating to it. Laſtly, impreſs the ſubje ct in a 


with materials ſufficient to fill up the ſeveral 
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maſter ? Should not Religion, which reforms 
the heart, be equally taught with. the politer 
arts, that refine the taſte and polith the man- 
ners of youth? 

Of the neceſſity and importance of a . 
gious education I ſhall ſay here very little, 
fince the ſubject has been treated of late by ſo 
many and by ſuch able writers. Suffice it to 
fay, that children are capable of religious in- 
ſtructions, and are in the very beſt time of life 
for receiving them. That they ſtand in need 
of them, no body will deny, that knows any 
thing of human nature. The firſt impreffions 
we receive, grow with us like the incifions 
made in the bark of young trees; and it de- 
pends on the firſt direction, what courſe we 
are to take during the greateſt part of our lives. 
But I would infer the duty of religious inſtruc- 
tion particularly from its importance to ſociety. 
Nothing will promote more effectually the 
flouriſhing ſtate of a people, or the domeſtic 
happineſs of a family, than inſpiring youth 
with an early ſenſe of religion and piety, which 
will render them virtuous and happy in them- 


ſelves, and uſeful members of the community. 
Children 
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Children are the hopes of the riſing gene m- 
tion; and, according to the care taken to in- 


ſtruct them, the cauſe of religion and virtue 


will ſtand or fall. If theſe grand pillars are 
ſapped by the increaſe of indifference, ſcepti- 


.ciſm, and infidelity, the ties of civil ſociety 


will be diſſolved, tyranny will prevail among 
rulers, and diſcontent and rebellion among the 
people; compaſſion will forſake the rich, and 
induſtry the poor; domeſtic happineſs and 
peace will be interrupted by worthleſs and 
unmanageable ſervants, and confuſion and 
trouble will generally prevail where irreligion 
reigns. | 


May then every perſon, whom Providence 


has any way intereſted in the inſtruction of 
children and youth, may fathers and mothers, 
may miniſters, maſters and miſtreſſes of ſchools, 
or guardians of children, carry on the great 
work, which Chriſt himſelf began, of inſtructing 
and reforming mankind, and thereby render the 
greateſt poſſible ſervice to ſociety | Why ſhould 
not Religion be taught in our Seminaries, as 
well as any other Science? We have already a 
few good forms of inſtructions, ſuitable to the 
difference 
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difference of age and of capacities; but, in a 
matter of ſo great conſequence, a new attempt, 
it is hoped, will not be unacceptable. This lit- 
tle Work is chiefly deſigned for children of a 
more advanced age, from twelve to ſixteen years 
and upwards, which ſeems to be the fitteſt time 
of fixing and ſettling their . religious 
opinions. 
TI know, that there is a en againſt 
teaching Religion in public ſchook, where chil- 
dren of different denominations of Chriſtians 


are educated, which have their own opinions 


and forms of Religion. But cannot we teach 
children Chriſtianity itſelf, rather than the 
particular and diſtinguiſhing tenets of ſeas: 
and parties? Cannot our inftruftion contain 
thoſe moſt important things, wherein the ge- 
nerality of Chriſtians, and indeed of all ſenſi- 
ble men, are agreed ? | : 
Is it not adviſeable, to leave the lefſer diffe- 
rences of opinion, which are diſputable, and 


conſequently uncertain, and not neceſſary to 
ſalvation, to their own determination, in ad- 


vanced years, when their underſtandings are 
better able to paſs a judgment on thefe points? 
| I might 
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I might have added a controverſial part of 
Divinity, where the hiſtory of different diſ- 
puted articles, and the arguments for or againſt 

certain doctrines,” are ſet forth, in order to 
enable the reader to judge for himſelf, and to 
prove all things, but to bold faſt that which is 
good. But J have; for certain reaſons, refrained 
from introducing ſuch diſputable points; de- 
ferring to another opportunity the publication 
of a Sytem of Controverſial Divinity. 

Though I would willingly have left this fub» 
je& to abler pens, I humbly hope, that thig 
my feeble effort will not be quite uſeleſs, but, 
in its new dreſs and order, claim ſome atten- 
tion. Should it be read by men of genius 
and piety, I beg them to communicate to me 
their obſervations. May the divine bleſſing 
attend it in the hands of thoſe that teach, and 
thoſe that learn and may true Religion ſpread 
in the heart and in the practice, to promote 
and to eſtabliſh the happineſs of mankind! 


| 5 J. G. BURCKHARDT. 
SAVOY, TOM} Iz 
April 1797. 
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HISTORICAL PANT, 3% 
coxtanaxc A SHORT view or [THE HISTORY "OF 
* TRE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, GET 


7 | U 
- * 4 * pq 
g * 


Hitec of the Old Teſtament. ö 1 


Tas Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, or If the 
times before Chrift, „contains about 4000 years, and 
may be Ne into the following PE =” 


nen 4 e 
Fr rem ** nde f the W. TP 10 5. Flad, or r 
the Firft Man, Adam, 10 No. 


IN the beginning God created the heaven and 
he earth. The particulars of the creation, of the 
+ | B world, 


: W 


„ 
World, and of the firſt parents, -are related, Geneſis 


1—Ul " 


Agriculture and turner were the firſt occu- 
pations of men. Cain wus a tiller of the ground, 


and Abel a keeper of ſheep. Some of the poſterity 


of Cain were famous for the inventions of muſic 


and handicraft-trades. 


Enoch was a pious man, that bed with Gd; 


which ſignifies the practice of religion: and God 
took him to heaven, without dying. f 


Methuſelah was the oldeſt man we ever read of, 
for he lived 969 years. 
All mankind grew ſo wicked, 1 a very few, 


that God ſaw it proper to deſtroy them; but Noah 


and his family were ſaved, when the world was 


deſtroyed by a flood. Gen. vi—viii. 


II. 

From the Flood ro the Deliverance of the Iſraelites out 
of Egyptian Bondage, or from Noah to Moſes. 
Tas three ſons of Noah were Shem, Ham, and 

Faphet, the fathers of all-mankind after the flood; 

Gen. ix. x. The offspring or poſterity of Shem 

were, the Perſians, who came from Elam; the 

oynans, from Aram; the Hebrews, from Eber; and 
the Jews, with other inhabitants of 4/in, 
The poſterity of Ham were the Canaanites, the 


Philitines, and others, of Aba; and the Egyptians 


with other inhabitants of Africa. 
The 


& 


. ac. 27, 25. 


Sea” et Mos 4. 


s, the 
ptians, 


| called the twelve Patriarchs, becauſe they -were 


RO OR 
The poſterity of Japber were, Gomer, ſuppoſed 
to be the father of the Germans; Javan, of the 
Greeks; Meſhech, of the Muſcovites, and other 
families that dwelt in Europe. 

Before the flood, the inhabitants of py world. 
ſunk into infidelity. but, after it, they deviated to 
idolatry and ſuperſtition. But the knowledge of 
the true God and religion was preſerved in the 
family of Abraham. Gen. xvii. xxii. 

Sodom, together with Gomorrah and other cities, 
were burnt by fire and brimſtone from heaven, be- 
cauſe of the abominable wickedneſs of * inha- 
bitants. Gen. xix. 

The ſon of e Pan had two Pu Eſau 
and Jacob. Jacob had twelve ſons, and they were 


the fathers of the twelve tribes of Iſrael, of which 
the moſt remarkable was Joſeph. Gen. xxxvii—l. 


Moſes, and his commiſtion. to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. Exod. ii—iv. vit=xit, 


III. 9 


From the Deliverance of thelſratlites to the Time of the 
Ki ings of - an or from Moſes to David. 


Mosxs gave Jaws to the people of Iſrael. The 
moral law, Exod. xx.  Geremonial and Judicial, or 


Political laß, concerning their government, prieſts, | 
| ( 


ty 


| vo places, feaſts and ſacrifices; we the whole 


book of Leviticus. 


- "Entrance'of the Jews into Canaan, under thi 
conduct of Foſbua, the ſucceſſor to Moſes. Joſh. i. 
Government of Iſrael by Judges, or chiefs and 
generals, -of which the' moſt remarkable were 
Fephtha, Samſon, RTE. | See che Books * Jolhes 


and Judges. 


1 


During this period we have to remark four an- 


cient nations: 


; 


- 


The Egyptians, their pyramids, mummies, &c. 
The Phenicians, and their capital, Carthage. 
The Greeks, and their capital, We Homer, 


N Socrates, &c, 


The Romans. Rome was built by Nane 7 50 


era before Chriſt, 


IV. 


From the Kings of N. to the Babyleniſb eren 


or from David 10 Cyrus. 


' Tat ſour firſt kings of Iſrael, before the empire 
Was divided, were, Saul, 1 Sam. ix—xv. David, 


4 Sam. xvi; Solomon, 1 Kings "Mp 


I 9 xii. 


Rehoboam 1 


Under Rehoboam the nation was divided into 
two kingdoms ; the Lingdom of Iſrael, the capital 


of which was Samaria. The firſt king was Jero- 
boam; and the laſt Hoſhea, who, with the ten tribes, 


159 1 


was brought into captivity, to Aſſytia, by Salan- 

naſſer, 1 Kings xiii.—2 Kings i—xviii. | | 
The kingdom of Fudah, the capital of which was 

Jeruſalem. The firſt king was Rehoboam the laſt 


Zedekiah, who was carried with the people into 


2 Chron. xiii. /g. 2 Kings xix. /qq. The temple, 
which Solomon had built, was burnt, and the city 
r an- deſtroyed. 2 Kings xxv. 

During this period flouriſhed the ſacred Pre- 
& c. Pete, who made known to the mou: the mind 
e. and will of God. Trl | 
lomer, SIT IVES! . 


Cyrus 10 Chriſt. 
Tux re- building of the city of Jeruſalem, and.of 


the captivity, by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 


From the Return of the Jews out of the Captivity in 
Babylon to the Introduction of Chriflianity, or from 


ptivity, the temple, took place under Cyrus, king of Perſia, 


who had taken Babylon. See the book of Eſra. % 


empire Artaxerxes, the ſecond king of Perſia, or Aha- | | 


David, I ſuerus, who made Eſther, a Jeweſs, his queen, and 
boboam, © ſo. became friendly to the Jews, ſent. Ezra with 


Nehemiah to bring every thing into order. See the. 


d into book of Eſther, and Nehemiah. 


capital When Alexander the Great, king of Macedonia: 


18 Jero- in Greece, had conquered Perſia and India, the 
| tribes, [Jews enjoyed great privileges under him. 
was B 3 | In 


* 
«T4 


6 6 1 
In their fmagogues the ſacred Scriptures were 
read and expounded; but the Jews, having loſt 


much of their own language in Babylon, did not 


underſtand the Scriptures in the Hebrew tongue z 


and therefore the ſenſe was given to them in 


Chaldee. This was the original of the Jewiſh Tar- 
gums. Ptolemy Philadelphus, about 300 years be- 
fore: Chriſt, had the writings of the Old Teſtament 
tranſlated into the Greek language, which is called 


the Septuagint verſion, 
Under the kings of Egypt and Syria the Jews 


were reduced to very great difficulties. One of 
their worſt perſecutors was Antiochus Epiphanes, 
king of Syria,. who ſet up the image of Jupiter on 
the Altar in the Temple. But Mattathias, the 
father of the Meaccabees, became a great reformer. 

1 Macc. i. ii. 

Pompey, the Roman general, ſubjected the Jews 
under the dominion of the Romans, who made 


Herod king of Judea, and ſent their governors to 


it as one of their provinces. 


—__ — ts Ad 


See J. Watts's View of the whole Scripture 


Hiſtory. Lond. 14th edition, $7. 
Prideaux, Connection of the Hiſtory of the Old 


and New Teſtament. 


Sacred H. iftory, ſelected from the Scriptures of 


the ON and NewTeſtament, with annotations and 


reſteQtions, 


T >: 1 


reflections, particularly calculated to facilitate the 
ſtudy of the Holy Seriptures in ſchools and fami- 
lies. 6 vol: 3d edit. Lond. 7 Mrs. Trimmer. 


I. 


—— 


Se 
Into how many parts is the hiſtory of the Bible 
divided? 
How many periods are there of the _— of | 
the Old Teſtament ? - 
What were the names of our firſt parents? 
What were the firſt and ' moſt neceſſary and 
. uſeful occupations of mankind ? 


Who were Adam's firſt children 2 


Who was Enoch? 


What became of him? 

Who was the oldeſt man that eves h 
How long did he live ? | 

Did mankind grow degenerate? 5 

For what reaſon did God drown the firſt world 9 
Who was ſaved ?. 


Where does the ſecond period begin and and . 
Who were the ſons of Noah? 


What nations are the poſterity of Shem, of 


Ham, of Japhet ? | 
Did God preſerve true religion in the degene- 
rate times of idolatry ? 


In what family ? 


What was the fate of Sodom? 
| B4 


Who was the ſon of Abraham? - 
Who was the ſon of Iſaac ? 
How many ſons had Jacob ? | 
Who is the moſt remarkable ee Py 
Did you ever read or hear the hiſtory of Joſeph ? 
What man did God raiſe to deliver the Hraelitee \ 
from the ſlavery of Egypt : * 


m. Where does the chird petiod begin and end? 
What ſort of laws were given by Moſes to the 
5  Uraelites? _ 
Which was the moral by ? 
How far, and wy yous this moral, law oblige 
all mankind? ont 
What were the objects of the ceremonial and 
political laws? 
Who was ſucceſſor to Moſes 7 | 
Do you know the names of ſome remarkable 
Judges? 2 | 
Were there ſome great nations al the world 
during that period, the hiſtory of which is 
interwoven in that of the Jews? 


IV: Where does the fourth period begin and end! ? 
Who were the four firſt kings of Iſrael? _ 
Into how many kingdoms was their empire di- 

vided? 
Who was the firſt and the laſt king of Ifrael, 
. and where did they reſide ? 

Who was the firſt and laſt king of bau, and 

where did they reſide? 

I a By 


2 


— 


' 


ckable 


world 
nch is 


end? 

ire di- 
Ifracl, 
h : and 


By 


4 has. 


[9] 5 
By whom was the temple deſtroyed, which 
had been built by Solomon ? 


What was the character and W N the "Ni 
phets at that time ? 


How many Prophets are there? 


V. Where does the fiſth period begin and end ? 
Under what Perſian king were W 1 tems: 


ple rebuilt ?- | 
Who were the two great men bed in the 
reſtoration of the Jews? 
What famous king granted them many privileges? 


What was done in their ſynagogues? 


Were the writings of the mn tranſ- 
lated into other languages? | 
What king was the worſt enemy of the Jews? 
Who was the great reformer ?. | 
Under what general-was Judea made a Rense 
province? | 
What family ſat upon the nas of fakes | 
when Chriſt. was born ?. $5 


* 
7 , , 
: th « S 7 | 4 
Py - 


i 


— 


* * * - 
; . 8 
2 VT" C a * 1 


En 


HFiſtory of the New Teſtament. 
FIRST PERIOD, 


FR JESUS. CHRiST TO THE FIRST CHRISTIAN 
EMPEROR, CONSTANTINE,, c. 1-000. 


* 


* 
* 


- "State of the World before Chri/i's Appearance. 


F mis-aure was deplorable: indeed. Darkneſs. 
covered the earth. The religion of mankind had de- 
generated into idolatry.on one hand, and into ſuper- 
ſtition on the other. The Romans had innumerable 
gods, and the Jews were divided into the following 
A 1 
The Pbariſtet acknowledged indeed the writings: , 
of Moſes and the Prophets to be divine, but added 
to them the 7radizions of the Elders. By reaſon of 
their pretences to a more ſtrict and rigorous obſer- 
vance of the law, they looked on themſelves as more 
holy than other men. They were the bittereſt 
enemies of Jeſus, and the common people had them 
m high eſteem and veneration. | 
The Sadducees rejected the written word of God, 
© except 
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God, 
except 


We | 
except the five books of Moſes, They denied the 
reſurrection of the dead, and the very being of 
angels, ſpirits or ſouls of men departed, and any 
exiſtence in a future ſtate : they ſuppoſed God to 
be the only ſpirit; and that he rewarded and pu- 
niſhed mankind in this world only, and there was 
nothing to be hoped or feared after death. Moſt of 
the great and the rich among the Jews fell into 
their opinions, for ſeveral generations, till they were 
all cut off in the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 

The Eſſener are deſcribed to us more at large by 
Joſephus and Philo, two Jews; alſo by Pliny, a 
heathen ; and by. ſome of the chriſtian fathers, 


They did not fall under our Saviour's obſervation, 


ſince they ſeldom came into cities, and, living a a 


plain and abſtemious life, reſided for the moſt part 


in the country; and beſides, being a very honeſt. 
and ſincere ſort of people, they gave no ſuch reaſon. 
for reproof and cenſure as others very juſtly de- 
ſerved. As for their doctrine, and way of living, 
they believed a future ſtate of eternal happineſs, or 
miſery, according to their behaviour in this life; 
they were very abſtemious as to their food, but 
exceeding friendly and benevolent toward mankind. 

The Herodians aroſe in the time of Herod the 
Great, king of Judea; and their ſpecial error s, 
that it was lawful, when conſtrained by ſuperiors, 
to comply with idolatry, and with a falſe religion: 


ef which Herod' himſelf fet the example ; for he 


B 6 affected 


1 
affected a conformity to the Gentiles, in ſome things, 
to pleaſe the Romans, who made him king; while at 
the ſame time he profeſſed Judaiſm. This ſect died 
in a little time, for we hear no more of them after 

the days of our Saviour. | : 

The Kfraites were a better ſec among the Jews, 
in the ſixth century after Chriſt: they rejected the 
ſtories and fooleries of the T] almud; which was then 
publiſhed; and confined themſelves only to the 
- written word of the Scripture, and to the literal 
ſenſe of it, Few of them dwell in theſe weſtern. 
parfs of the world; they are-chiefly found in Po- 
land, and among the Crim Tartars; a few alſo in 
Egypt and Perſia; but they are counted men of 
the beſt learning and greateſt probity and virtue 
among the Jews. 


The Samaritans had their. firſt original from ſome- 
eaſtern heathens, who. were planted there by tlie 
king of Aſſyria, after the captivity of Iſrael; 2 Kings 


xvii. On ſeveral occaſions the Jews flocked to them, 
and their religion was. a mixture of idolatry and 


: judaiſm. They had a temple, like that of Jeruſalem, | 


on Mount Gerizim, near Samaria. But their great 
enmity towards the Jews appears from a. conver- 
fation which Chriſt had with a Samaritan woman. 
Joh. iv. | * 


BUCH was the ſtate of the world when Jeſus 
"Chriſt was _ under. the reign of the Roman 
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nperor, | 


| 33 
emperor, Auguſtus. Ceſar. :. MI before. we beginy 
the hiſtory of his life, we muſt remark the Prophen. 
cies relating to Jeſus Chriſt. 

The prophets throughout all. ages. have. 7 
the. coming of ſome great deliverer. Many cha- 
racters of him are found. in the. ſacred books of the 
Jerus; and. he. was long expected by them, and par- 
ticularly in that age wherein he came. We ſhall 
mention the plaineſt predictions relating to his 
family, perſon, offices, and glory. It was foretold, 
that he ſhould be one of the poſterity of Abraham, 
Gen. xxii. 18.; that he ſhould be a prophet like 
Moſes, Deut. xviii. 15. 18. ; that he ſhould die. a 
violent and ignominious death, but rife again and 
be exalted, Ifa. liii.— that admirable chapter of the 
evangelical or goſpel prophet Iſaiah, which is ſo 
plain, that it ſeems ſufficient to convince any honeſt | 
infidel, as it did the earl of Rocheſter, when he 
compared theſe words of the prophecy with the 
xxvi and xxvii chapters of Matthew—the-ſame holds 
good with regard to the xxii Pſalm ;—that he mould 
be cut off before the full end of ſeventy weeks, 
that is, ſeventy times feven days, which, in prophe- 
tical language, are 490 years after the commiſſion to 
Nehemiah to reſtore Jeruſalem, as was revealed to 
Daniel, ix. 24. /q4q.—that he ſhould be born at Beth- 
lehem, Micah v. 2.; that a meſſenger or forerun- 
ner ſhould prepare his way, Malachi iii. 1. Al 
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theft prophecies and characters of the Meſſſa are 
fulfilled and exemplified in Jeſus Chriſt; if you 
compare his hiſtory in the Evangeliſts with them. 
Not only the Jews, but the Heathen alſo, about 

this time expected ſome great king, or glorious per- 
fon, to be born. Suztonive, a Roman writer, for 
inſtance, tells us,. in the Life of Veſpaſian, “ that 
there had prevailed over all the Eaſtern -/ part of the 
world a conſtant opinion, that, about that time, 
there ſhould come out of Judea thoſe who ſhould' 
obtain the empire of the world.” 
_ His forerunner, or the meſſenger ſent to declare 

chat he was juſt at hand, was Jahn the Baptiſt. He 
woas brought up in tlie deſert country; and his com- 
miſſion was, to preach the doctrine of repentance 
and forgiveneſs of ſins, to baptize or waſh with 
water thoſe who profeſſed their repentance, and to 


direct the people to Chriſt. Mark i. 


Robertſon's Sermon on the ſituation of the world 
at the time of Chriſt's appearance, and its con- 
nexion with the ſucceſs of his religion. 

Bell's Inquiry into the Divine miſſion and cha- 


na of John the W, 


Sud. 


1 


What was the ſituation of tha world before Chriſt? 
Into 


— 


"4. f 


— 2 


— 


| 5 k 15 7 | 
l are I Into how many ſects were the Jews diyide&* | 
f you What was the character of the 1 * 
em. What is hypocriſy ? 
about By what did the Sadducees diſtinguiſh themſclres 7 
18 per- , What ſort of people were the Eſſenes ?. 
r, for Who were the Herodians ? 
«that MW Who are the Karaites? 
of the What was the religion of the Samaritans 2 
time, Have the Prophete foretold the coming of a.Saviour 2 
bould' From what family ſhould he ſpring ? 
Did the Heathens alſo expect ſuch a. * 2 

eclare Who was his forerunner? 


. He | , 
Com- | 

itance: 685 

| with . II. , 

ng. The Li ife of 7zsUs CHRIST. 


TESUS CHRIST, who came into the world to 
world WW fave finners, was, and is, the moſt extraordinary and 
con- dignified perſon that ever exiſted. In ſpeaking of 

N him, it will be proper to conſider, iſt, the ſtate of 
1 cha- his exiſtence before he took upon himſelf human 
nature; 2d, his former ſtate upon 1 3 3d, his 
preſent ſtate in heaven. 


1. Before he took upon himſelf human nature, 


ke enjoyed a glorious ſtate of exiſtence, far beyond 
| pes 


hriſt? 
Into 


* 16 F 
our r compretienſion.. Joh. i. 1, 2. 14. Joh. vii. 58.. 
Heb. i. 3. Gon WAS *. Cunts r, 2 Cor. v. 19. 


2. In his former humble ſlate upon earth, is to be 
_ conſidered; his birth, his education, his public life: 


and doctrine, his ſufferings and death, his reſur- 


rection and aſcenſion; 


The name Jeſus, or Saviour, ſhould 1 given 
him; becauſe he would ſave his people, not in, but 
From, their ſins. Matth. i. 21. 

The hiſtory ef his wonderful nativity, which is 
celebrated at Chriſtmas, is to be found, Le ts 26. 

ii. 1—14. 

When. twelve years of, age, he frequenited; with 


kis parents, the temple of Jeruſalem, and lived at 


their houſe in Nazareth. Luke ii. 51, 52. 


He was ſubject to all human infirmities and 
trials, but was not overcome by any ſin; Heb. iv. 15. 


In the thirtieth year he began his public life, by: 
warning againſt. the. prevailing vices, by explaining 
| the true ſenſe of the law, by teaching the great 
doctrine of a future judgment; preaching repent- 
ance and the glad tidings of ſalvation in a gracious 
and powerful manner. Luke iv. 22. 

He oppoſed, chiefly, the hypocriſy of thePhariſees, 
a the libertiniſm of the Sadducees. Mat. xxiii. 4. 

His own divine miſſion he proved by many be- 
. neficial and extraordinary actions. He gave ſight 

| to 


hut 


I: bh: ; 
to the blind, hearing to the deaf, ſtrength to the 
lame, healed the leproſy, and raiſed the dead to life. 
Atts $1253 x 385-278 + | 
He foretold many hidden and future init j as, 
his own death, Luke xviii. 3—34-; the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem by the Romans, Luke xxi.; and 
the propagation of his doQtine in all the world. 
His whole life was a lively picture of holineſs: 
and in all his words and actions he ſhewed un- 
feigned piety to God, love and charity to man, a 
ſpotleſs purity, love of truth, patience, -meckneſs, 


humility; and he : praQiſed all virtues in ſo excellent 


a manner, that he was the greateſt Pattern of true 
piety that ever exiſted. „ 1 

N otwithſtanding this, the envy, "revenge, and 
hatred of his enemies prompted them to deliver him 


up to \ Pilate, the Roman governor in Judea z and _ 


he was cucitet.” A few hours before his death, 
he appointed a ſacred ordinance to be performed 


1 


for his ſolemn remembrance, commonly called the 
Lord's Supper. The hiſtory of his ſufferings and 
death is found, Matth. xxvi—xxviti, © © 4 

But the third day he roſe again from the grave, 
converſed with his diſciples forty days longer, and 
aſcended before their eyes into s n i. 9 95 


* 214 


3. His exalted ſtate in heaven. 
Soon after his aſcenſion, or fifty days after bis | 

reſurrection, his apoſtles, which he had choſen, bes 
fore 


( 21 

fare to preach the goſpel, and to initiate his fol- 
lowers by the facred rite of baptiſm, or waſhing 
with water, Mark xvi. 15. were moved by his Holy 
Spirit, and acquired a greater knowledge and power 
to propagate the chriſtian doctrine, AQts ii. 1. 4. 
A molt remarkable event during that time is the 
_ Converſion of Paul, Acts ix. 3 

He is exalted now to divine glory in heaven, and: 


No appointed the Judge of the living and the dead. 


Phil. 3 ii. 91 L. 12 i. 20— 22. Agts X. 42» 


| See Harwoed's Life of Chriſt. 
Dimon and VCR on the ReſurreQtion of 
Chrift. 
| The Trial of the W tneſſs of the Reſurrec< 
_._. tzonof Jeſus, Lond, 1729. 
Tard Lyttelton Obſervations on the Conver- 
ion and Apoſtteſhip of St. Paul. Lond. 
., Dodlley, 1785. 
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DO ufliones 
Who i is Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Where did he dwell before he came into this world x 
- Can we fully comprehend his intimate communion, 

with God? | 

What does the name of Jeſus ſignify ? ? 
Who was his mother ? 
Where was Jeſus Chriſt born ? 
How came Mary to lie-in at Bethlehem ? 


What 


I 7 
10n, 


E 

What joy was ſhewn among the Angels _ this | 
occaſion ? 

What is remarkable when he was 12 years old J 

How did Jefus employ his younger years ? 

When did he begin his public life? "4 

How did he ſct about the reformation of the world? 

What truths and duties did he preach to the 1 2 ? 

In what manner did he teach ? 

Did he uſe frequently parables and ſimilitudes ? 

Had Jeſus Chriſt ſome converſation and diſputes 
with ſeveral ſorts of perſons ? ; 

What did he chiefly vppaſe 77 (OO 

How did he prove his divine miffion ? _ : 

What were ſome of the chief of the miracles 3 - 

Did he foretell many hidden and future things ? 

Has every thing been fulfilled that he foretold ? 

What are ſome of the prominent virtues, graces, 
and duties, wherein Chriſt was the greateſt, pate. 
tern and example of piety and virtue? 

What ſacred ordinance did Chriſt appoint ſhortly 
before his death ? 

For what reaſons were the rulers of the Jews ſo 
much offended with Chriſt, as to ſeek to _— 
him? 

What great crime did Judas, one of his diſciptes, '. 
commit? 

What did Peter do? 

What kind of death did the innocent Jeſus ſuffer ? 

What 


. L 20 J 
What v were hike of the laſt words of Jeſus on the 
ros? 
What remarkable 3 attended his death? 
What was done with the body of Jeſus? 
Did he remain in the grave 3 
How long did he continue on earth after his los 
rection? 
From what place did Chriſt aſcend to heaven? 
What commiſſion gave he to his diſciples ? 
What notice was given from heaven of his return. 
again? 
In what manner were the apoſtles enabled to preach 
and eſtabliſh, the goſpel in the world? 
How * Faul converted to Chriſtianity. 5 


1 


Cam: 


33 8 1 ; 
"7 AD , FALD 4} $0 
The Dh of Jeruſalem) ond the Pirenton s * 


. Chriſtians, 2 
Or the Roman governors of the province of | Chr 


Judea, the moſt remarkable are, Cyrenius, under || taw: 
whom. Chriſt. was born, Luke iii, 6.; and Pontius || bec: 
Pilate, under whom Chriſt was crucified, Duting 
the adminiſtration of.theſe governors, the Jews grew 
very ſeditious againſt the Romans; ſo that the em- 
peror Nero ſent Veſpaſian to ſuppreſs their rebel- 
Lian, who being made emperor himſelf, ſent his ſon. 
4 . Titus 


w #6 * 


the 


th? 


ſur- 


urn 


[ N 

Titus wich che army to inveſt Jeruſalem, which, 
aſter a long ſiege, together with the 'temple, was. 
taken, burnt and deſtroyed, about the year 70, 
after the birth of Chriſt. The. deſtruction of the 
city of Jeruſalem, and tae end of the Jewiſh œco- 
nomy, is one of the moſt awful events in the hiſtory 
of the world, and at the ſame time a demonſtration 
of the truth of the Chriſtian religion, ſince every 
minute circumſtance which Chriſt had Foretold 
was fulfilled. Matth. xxiv. 

This grand obſtacle to Chriſtianity, the -Jewith g 
economy, being removed, tlie Chriſtian religion 
ſpread with uncommon rapidity. But the firſt 
Chriſtians were perſecuted in the moſt cruel and 
ſhocking manner by the Heathens, under the em- 
peror Nero, in the year 63; Domitian, in the year 
90; Trajan, about the year 1073 Hadrian, 1243 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, 170; Severus, 200; 
Maximin Thrax, 236; Decius, 249; Valerianus, 
254; and Diocletian, in the year 303; till at laſt 
Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed and ſecured by human 
laws, under the emperor Conſtantine the Great, who 
became a Chriſtian himſelf, about the year 313. 

. „ 1 N. 


1 


L. Echard's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, from the Na- 
tivity of our bleſſed Saviour to the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity, by human laws, under the Emperor | 
Conſtantine the Great. Lond. fol. 1702. 


Foſephus's Works, of the cuiſb War; which is of 
eſſential 


* 


. 342 1 
eſſential ſervice in Wubratiog the predictions of 
our Saviour. | 


—— 2 — — 4 — — . — 
—_ At * 
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The Book of . by Fox. 


| 

E | FRO 
nn | Dweſtions. | | 4 
* What Apes under the Roman governor, Cy- 7 
1 e eee eee governor, Poutius Pilate 

| ſio famous? 


— 


Would the Jews endure the yoke of the Romans! ? 
Who were the two generals that were ſent to lay Cor 
ſiege to Jerufalem, and to deſtroy the city and 


I the temple ? | 
| ; Do you know any particulars about the deſtruction 
l of Jeruſalem ? 
{ What writer has given us a ul and true account of has 
I N 
ö Can che truth of the Chuiſtia * be ewe! F 
] by it? | the 
| Was now 2 grand obſtacle to Chriſtianity re- Tho 
| moved : and 
Put were the firſt Chriſtians nevertheleſs. perle-] tbe 
AH cuted? | : * ne 
| By whom—in what ſhocking manner? ttle 
1 Who were the Roman emperors under whom thoſe 4 
perſecutions took place ? , 800 
Came chere a better time for the Chriſtians ? e. 
Who was the firſt Roman emperor that profeſſed Br 7 
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SECOND PERIOD. 


FROM THE FIRST CHRISTIAN EMPEROR, CONSTAN- 
TIE THE GREAT, ro THE REFORMATION -OB 
Cy- THE CHURCH IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY», - 


late, 
| bs 
ns? 
0 lay nm of the Church by. ſuperſlitious Abuſes and 
ö and f falſe Dofrines.- 


No ſooner had the church of Chriſt been eſta- 
bliſhed by human laws, than a number of abuſes 
were introduced, by the pride of its rulers, and the 
ſuperſtition of its members. 
rowd lf} From that time the biſhops of Rome aſpired tt to 
Ii e ſuperiority over other biſhops. The emperor 
Phocas, who had murdered his predeceſſor Maurice 
and his family, 'in order to ingratiate himſelf into 
the favor of Boniface III. and to be received by him 
into the communion of the Church, gave him the 
title of a General Biſhop of the Church, about the 
| thoſe} Near 6025 and Charles the Great, about the year 
I Boo, raiſed Leo HI, and his fucceſſors to the dig- 
Þ nity of temporal princes, by beſtowing on him a, 
greater power and a large territory in Italy, .. - | - 
The martyrs, and their eic, wherever they ol. 
be found, v were held! in the higheſt eſtimation; and 
the 
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1 
the remembrance of pious perſons ſoon degenerated 
into idolatry, and into the worſhip of Saints. Image: 
of the Virgin Mary, and of other Saints, began to 
multiply, and fiftitious miracles were aſcribed to 
chem. A higher degree of holineſs was thought to 
conliſt im the retirement from the world, into con- 
vente and nunneries; and to live in an unmarried 


| ſtate, or in celibacy. For the commemoration 


of the Saints many holidays were appointed, the 
greateſt ROI of which a are Fl to be r in our 


almanacks. 8 14 F 


Many "atlas dts a'defire to ſce the A 
where Jeſus had lived and died, pilgrimages to the 
Holy Land and to Rome became frequent. Beads 
were introduced for the better regulating of prayer; 
and the religion of Jeſus, which conſiſts in the 
piety of the heart, and in the practice of virtue, 


Was changed into a formal exerciſe of Arc 


* 


ro . FI1TTTESfHL 
ceremonies. . 


Nor was the corruption of the duell of oh 
gion leſs detrimental to the ſpirit of true Chriſti- 


anity. The original ſimplicity of it was loſt 3 in 


uſeleſs and ſpeculative additions of men. Great 
diſputes, which have done immenſe miſchief, aroſe 


about the Divinity of Chriſt, by the aſſertion of 


| Arius, that Chriſt was created before the world. 


Penances, faſts, pilgrimages, and other ſuch ſelf- 
willed good works, were thought to be neceſſary for 
falration, Pope Gregory III. about the year 730, 

| coinmanded 


C + 
wed _ 


con 


ated 
age. 
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commanded the i images and ſtatyes of Saints to be 


worſhipped; and Gregory VII. in the eleventh cen- 
tury, made a law, that clergymen ſhould not marry. 
In the 12th century, to Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper, the two ſacraments ordained by Chriſt, 
five other ceremonies were added as ſacraments; 
namely, confirmation, penance, -the ordination of 
prieſts, matrimony, and the laſt union. In the 
year 1215, it was publicly maintained, that bread 
and wine, after the conſecration, were changed or 
turned into the very body and blood of- Chriſt, 
which is called tranſubflantiation. About the year 
1415, laymen were deprived of the cup, in open 
contradiction to our Saviour's command: 
ye all of it.” The maſs was introduced, and the error 
of a purgatory eſtabliſhed. Hildebrand, or Gre- 
gory VII. eſtabliſhed the Papal ſyſtem, or Hier- 
archy, ſince the year 1080. The Popes of Rome 
ſtyled themſelves the ſucceſſors of Peter, and vicars 
of Chriſt upon earth; claimed, like gods and infalli- 
ble beings, more power and honour than are fit for a 
mortal creature; and that the people might be kept 
in ignorance, in the years 1545 and 1563, the holy 

ſcriptures were forbidden to be read by the laity. 
While all was darkneſs in Europe, or the weſtern 
empires, the eaſtern part of the world was in no 
better ſtate with regard to religion. Numerous - 
ſets aroſe.” By the Cruſades, or Holy Wars, the 
E intention 


« Drink | 


[ 26 ] 
Intention of which was to recover the Holy Land, 
the Chriſtians introduced their ſuperſtition and 
Corrupt manners into thoſe countries. The biſhops 
of Conſtantinople, which was at that time the capital 
vf the Chriſtian Greek emperors, oppoſed thoſe of 
Rome; and the diſpute about the proceſſion of the 
_ Holy Ghoſt from Father and Son roſe ſo high, that, 
In the year 1053, the Conſtantinopolitan biſhop, 
Michael Cerularius, excommunicated the Roman or 
Latin church. This ſeparation lafls to this diy. It 
"it mult be confeſſed, that the Greek or Ruſſian church 
3s far purer in its doctrines than the Roman Catholic. 
They give the cup to laymen; they allow them to 
read the bible; they do not believe a purgatory; 
and they permit the matrimony of prieſts. They 
have, however, ſome errors not reconcileable to ſcrip- 
ture; as, the adoration of Saints, the giving of tlie 

Lord's Supper to children, &c. 


But much more miſchief was done by Muhamed, 


a merchant of Mecca in Arabia, the great fanatic 
and impoſtor of the Eaſt, who was born in the year 
370, and in the year 608 began to eſtabliſh a new 
ſect or religion, which was a mixture of Heatheniſh, 
Jewiſh, and Chriſtian principles. He firſt met with 
great oppoſition at Mecca, ſo that he was obliged to 
fly from that town in the year 612. From which 
time of the Flight of Muhamed the Turks number 
their years, as the Chriſtians do theirs from the 

Nativity 


pr] 


£7 ; 2:5 ny | 
Nativity of Chriſt ; but afterwards the Arabs and 
Saracens flocked to him in great numbers, and, in 


twenty-five campaigns, during ten years he pro 
pagated his ſe through all Arabia. | 
Thoſe who profeſs his religion, think biz to be 
the laſt and greateſt prophet, and the Koran to con- 
tain a body of divinity inſpired by God. They 
believe the exiſtence of a God, and a future ſtate z 
but that all is governed by an abſolute decree of 
God, and by an unalterable neceſſity or fate. Their 
ceremonies and rites conſiſt in frequent purifications 
and , prayers, pilgrimages to Mecca, faſts, alms, 
abſtaining from wine, polygamy, and circumcifing 
their ſons. They are divided into two ſects, the 
Sunnites and Schijites. About the eighth century 
they coaleſced with the Turks, who moleſted and 
oppreſſed the Chriſtians in the Eaſt, till their em- 
peror Muhamed II. about the year 1453, took 
Conſtantinople, and fixed his reſidence there, 
Under their protection, however, to this day, a 
number of Chriſtian ſects enjoy the free exerciſe of 
their religion in Aſia and Africa; as, the Armenians, 


Maronites, Copts, Jacobites, and Neſtorians. 


The books and pamphlets againſt Popery are in- 


numerable. I would recommend ſuch as are 


printed and diſtributed by the Society for promoting 
Chriſtian RATS e. g. Short Refutation of the 
C 2 | 


Errors 
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- Errors of the Church of Rome. B; bop Porteurs 


Precautions reſpecting the Roman Catholics, &. 

The Life of Mahomet, by D. H. Prideaux. 
Lond. 1723. 

J. Whites Bampton Lectures, containing a 
View of Chriſtianity and Mahometaniſm, in their 
hiſtory, their evidence, and their effects. Lond. 
1785. 


yn 


Did o Chriſtian Church preſerve its original ſim- 


plicity ? 

In what manner was the Biſhop of Rome raiſed to 
the high rank of a Temporal Prince ? 

What are ſome of the princjpal abuſes and errors 

of the Romiſh Church? 

How was true religion corrupted | in the En 
part of the world ? 

What were the Cruſades ? 

When was the Greek Church ſeparated "IPD the 
See of Rome ? 

Who was the great fanatic and alin of theEaſt? 

What great nation profeſſes the Muhamedan re- 
ligion to this day ? a 


Il. Pre- 


P. 


. 
a . 


Preſervation of the genuine Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion during thoſe barbarous times. 


ALTHOUGH the corruption ſpread faſt, yet the 
principles of the Chriſtian religion, concerning the 
redemption of mankind through Jeſus Chriſt, the 
baptiſm, the reſurrection of the dead, and the laſt 
judgment, &c. were propagated in writings and 
diſcourſes. The writings of the Fathers of the 
Church, together with thoſe of the Bible, were 
copied and preſerved in the monaſteries. About 
the year 800, Charles the Great eſtabliſhed at Paris 
the firſt univerſity; and many- pious and learned 
men aroſe from thoſe ſeminaries, who were called 
Scholaftics. Theſe, however, in the proceſs of time, 
abuſed their learning, for the ſupport of the Pope of 
Rome, and of ſuperſtition. By degrees the manners. 
of the higher and lower clergy degenerated - ſo 
much, that the laity were infected with all their 
errors and vices. But there were at all times, and 
in different countries, many good and pious men 
left to teſtify againſt the growing corruption. 
About the eleventh century, ſalutary commotions 
aroſe among the inhabitants of the vales in Italy. In 
France, Peter Waldus, who lived at Lyons about the 
the vear 1160, had the Bible tranſlated into the- 


French language; from which ſource he derived his. 
C3 know 


„ 
knowledge of the true doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
had many followers. 7%n Wicklef roſe in England 
about the year 1370, and ſpoke and wrote againſt 


the prevailing errors. 
in Bohemia, was awakened to take the ſame courſe; 
but, by the inſtigation of the Pope, was burnt alive 
at Conſtance, in the year 1414; as alſo Hieronymus 
de Prague. His ſollowers, the Huſſites, were per- 
ſecuted in a long and bloody war; but a great 
number of them remained under the name of the 
Bohemian or Moravian Brethren. The neceſſity of 
a reform was felt ſtrongly ; but the manner in which 
it was to be begun and effected, was a work too 
* difficult for the wiſdom and power of common men. 
All theſe martyrs had preſerved the pure doctrines 
of the Goſpel; but they were too feeble lights not to 
be extinguiſhed by the power of darkneſs. . 

| Meanwhile Divine providence had paved the way 
to a better ſyſtem of things. In the eleventh centu- 
Ty the art of making paper, and about the year 1440 
the Art of Printing had been invented, by which 
means the printed Bible and the writings of the Re- 
formers were diſperſed morerapidly into many thou 
ſand hands, ſo that the eyes of the people were 
enlightened. After Conſtantinople had been taken 
by the Turks (1453), many learned men were dri- 
ven from thence to the weſtern parts of Europe, 
where they found, particularly in Italy and Ger- 
w_ many, 


By his writings John Huſs, 
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many, an aſylum for cultivating the ſtudy of the 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin languages, ſo neceſſary 


to underitand and explain the literal-ſenſe. of the. 
ſacred writers.. 75 


III. 
Reformation of the Church: 


AT. the time when the reformation began, Leo. X. : 
filled. the papal throne, and had recourſe to the- 
ſale of indulgences, in order to fill his empty trea-- 
ſury. According to the erroneous doctrine of the- 
Romiſh church, © all the good works of the Saints, 
over and above thoſe neceſſary for their own ſalva- 
tion, are depoſited together with the infinite merits: 
of Jeſus Chriſt in one inexhauſtible treaſury, the 
keys of which are committed to the pretended ſuc- 
ceſſors of St. Peter, the Popes; who may open it. 


at pleaſure, and, by transferring a portion of this. 


ſuperabundant merit to any particular perſon for a. 
ſum of money, may convey to him either the par--- 
don of his own fins, or a releaſe for any one in 
whoſe happineſs he is intereſted from the pains - 
of purgatory.” Albert, the elector of Mentz, 
having been empowered by the pope to promulgate 
ſuch indulgences in Germany, employed Tetzel, 
dominican friar, to retail them in Saxony. Luther. 

C4 finding 


| U 1 5 

finding the evil effects of that traffic in the im- 
moral lives of his pariſhioners, was the firſt that 
oppoſed: it, by publiſhing and fixing ninety-five 
theſes on the great church at Wittemberg, Oct. 31, 
1517. | 

This bold ſtep of Luther was the ſignal for vaſt 
multitudes of people in all countries to ſhake off 
the yoke of ſpiritual tyranny. In the year 1521, 
he was ſummoned to appear before the Diet at 


Worms, and to give an account of his writings and 
opinions. Some of his friends, being apprehenſive 


of his ſafety, adviſed him not to go; but he replied: 
« am lawfully called to that city, and thither will I 
' go and defend the truth in the name of the Lord, 
though as many devils were there combined againſt me 
as there are tiles upon the houſes.” And when he was 


called upon to retraQ, he anſwered: © Icannot con- 


ſent to be tried by any other rule than the word of God; 
or councils and popes have erred, and are not infallible, 


— Unleſs I am bound and forced in my own mind by 


arguments which convey conviction to retract, it is not 
fafe to do it. Here I am I cannot, I dare not, I will 
not ! So help me G,, Amen.” On his return from 
Worms, the elector of Saxony, being ſolicitous 
about his ſafety, had him ſeized and carried to 
Wartburg, a caſtle near Eiſenach, which he uſed 
to call his Patmos, and where he tranſlated the 
Bible into the German language, which was printed 
in the year 1534. 
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A decree. prejudicial to the good cauſe: of the- 
reform having been paſſed, fix evangelical princes,, 
and fourteen free and imperial ſtates and cities, en- 
tered a proteſt againſt it, and were on that account 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of Prete/tants, in the 
year 1529; which name, in progreſs of time, has: 
been applied to ſects of all denominations * 
from the Roman See. 

Luther and Melancthon had drawn up a+ con- 
keſlion of faith in the name of the Proteſtants 5. 
which was delivered and read in the year 15 30, be- 
fore the emperor Charles V. at the Diet of Augſ- 
burg. This creed, which is known by. the name of 
the Confeſſion of Aug ſburg, conſiſts of twenty-eight: 
articles, and is the firſt: ſymbolical: book of the: 
Lutherans, of equal authority as the rn 
articles in England. 

Luther died in the year 1546 at Eiſleben un 


Saxony, where he was born. He always had warned“ 


the Proteſtant Princes againſt repelling the aggreſ- 
fon of the enemy by other arms than thoſe of: 


truth; but no ſooner had he cloſed his eyes, than 


they were involved in a war, in which the heads of 
their party, the elector of Saxony and landgrave of 
Heſſe, were taken priſoners. But Maurice, the new- 
elector of Saxony, forced the emperor to ſet the 
captives at liberty, and to ſign firſt the Peace at 
Paſſau 1552, and the Receſs of Augſburg 1555 
which is the baſis of religious liberty in. Germany. 

C 5, Anotherr 
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Another war however broke out in the year 16 18, 
which laſted thirty years; and after much confu- 
fion and bloodſhed, the Proteſtant cauſe was eſta« 
bliſhed for ever by the Treaty of Weſtphalia, in the 
year 1648. 

About the ſame time, when Tetzel ſold indul- 
gences in Germany, Samſon dealt in that traffic in 
Switzerland, and Ulrich Zwinglius oppoſed him 
vith the ſame ſpirit as Luther. But unhappily a diſ- 


ſenſion took place between the party of Luther and 


that of the Swiſs Reformer about the doctrine of 
the Lord's Supper, which ſubſiſts to this day, though 
With leſs rancour and more toleration than in former 
times. Another diſſenſion aroſe about the doctrine 
of Predeſtination, in which John Calvin, a Swiſs 
divine, had opinions different from thoſe of the 
other Proteſtants. 

Luther had the happineſs to ſee his cauſe „ pooh 
by people of every rank, not only in the provinces 
of Germany, but in the moſt powerful kingdoms 
of Europe. In France the number of converts to 
the better form of religion and worſhip was in a 
ſhort time ſo great, that they ventured to contend 
for fliperiority z but under the name of Hugonots 
they were perſecuted in a manner too ſhocking 
to relate. The hiſtory of France is ſtained with 
the treacherous and bloody maſſacre of all the Pro- 
teſtants at the marriage of Henry, in the year 1572 3 
— : nor 
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nor was it till the late Revolution, in 178g, that the 
Proteſtants were reinſtated in the rights of men 
and citizens. Denmark, Sweden, and other northern 
countries ſoon were brought over to the ſame ſyſ- 

tem; and even in Italy, Spain, and other bigoted 
countries, the Proteſtant doctrines gained much 
ground. 


See Robertſon's excellent Hiſtory of Charles V.; 
and the Life and Character of Dr. Martin Luther, 
prefixed to the new edition of his Familiar Diſ-- 
courſes. Lond. 1791. 

R. Gray's Sermons on the Principles upon which 
the Reformation of the Church of England was 


eſtabliſhed. Lond. 1 796. 


| Reformation of the Church in England. 


THE cauſes which gave riſe to the reformation of 
the Church in England, were nearly the fame with 
thoſe in other countries, viz: the corrupted ſtate of 
religion and of the clergy, the overbearing power 


of the pope, the writings of Luther and Calyins - 


and more particularly . the diſpute of king Henry - 
VIII. with the pope, on account of a divorce from 
his queen Catherine. This king indeed--farſt re- 
mained attached to the Roman church, and wrote 
even againſt Luther, for which reaſon pope Leo X. 
gave him the title of Defender af the Faith. But 
C6 when 
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when he v was oppoſed by the pope in his chim t. to 
a divorce from his queen, he acted upon the ſame 
principles, though not with the ſame wiſdom and 
moderation, as Luther, in reforming the errors and 
abuſes of the church. He declared himſelf the 
head of the church; and was aſſiſted by arch- du 
biſhop Cranmer, who may be called the Father of the 
the Reformation of the Engliſh Church, as John ter 
| Knox was the Reformer of the Church in Scotland thi 
about the year 1556. The reformation aQually be- W. 
gan by aboliſhing ſome errors and ceremonies which W. 
were againſt Scripture; and that the people might ac 
fee with their own eyes, an Engliſb tranſlation of the ge 
Bible was made in the year 15 36. be 
Under the young king Edward VI. the reſorma- m 
tion gained ground; and a new Liturgy, or Common 
Prayer Boot, compoſed and reviſed by Cranmer, 
was publiſhed 1547. But this happy change was of 
no long duration ; for, during the ſhort but bloody 
reign of Mary, the reformation was overturned, 
lady Jane Gray beheaded, the popiſh religion re- 
_ eſtabliſhed, Cranmer burnt alive at Oxford, and 
many martyrs fell a ſacrifice to her bigotry in the 
flames at Smithfield. | 
Queen Elizabeth, ſoon after her acceſſion to the 
throne, reſtored and eſtabliſhed the reformation in 
this kingdom. During her reign, Mary queen of 
Scots was — and in the year 1588 the for- 
midable 
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midable Spaniſh armada was. deſtroyed. Under the 
following reign of James I the famous gunpowder 
treaſon in the year 1605 was diſcovered; and the 
Te/t-AF, together with the oath- upon the thirty- 

nine articles of the eſtabliſhed church was intro- 
duced, 1606. Great diſputes began to ariſe between 
the Eſtabliſhed or Epiſcopal church and the Preſby- 
terians or Diſſenters. The claſhing intereſts 'and. , 
the paſſions of men intermingled; contentions and 
wars, and perſecutions about religion, enſued ; and: 
we cannot remember without horror the tranſ- 
actions of thoſe turbulent times, when the true and 
genuine ſpirit of chriſtian love, charity and for- 


bearance, was forgotten and loſt in the rancour ß 


mutual perſecution. Under the unfortunate king 
Charles J. who was beheaded January 30, 1649, 


the Church as well as the State were ſhaken to their 


very foundation, and the preſbyterians or puritans. 
eſtabliſhed their mode of worſhip. Oliver Cromwell, 
who aſſumed the name of Protector, but had all the 
power of a king of England, favoured the puritans. 
from i1649—1660., Under Charles IL in the year 
1662, the Uniformity Act was introduced, and, 
after many changes and perſecutions between the 
proteſtant parties themſelves, zoleration and the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion to the throne was eſtabliſhed 
under Wiulham prince of Orange, who was pro- 
claimed king of England, at the glorious Revolution 
in the year 1688, | 6 - 
4 - From 


. | 

From that time the different religious partie; 
have enjoyed a free exerciſe of their religion ; and 
now the light of the Goſpel ſhines bright on this 
happy land. Let us thank God that he has delivered 
us from the power of darkneſs, and has tranſlated us 
into the kingdom of his dear Son! and let us pray 
to him, that he may preſerve and continue thoſe 
bleſſings, for his honour, and for the ſalvation of 
our ſouls! | 
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See the Abridgment of G. Burnet's Hiſtory of 
the Reformation of the Church of England. 
Burnet's Hiſtory of his own time. 
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Rueſlions. 


Wherein did the trade of indulgences conſift ? 
Who was the famous man that ſold the an 


of ſin in Saxony ? 


Who was the celebrated Reformer that n 
him? 4 

What did Luther ſay when he Was diſcouraged from 
going to Worms ? 

What did he anſwer when he was called upon to 
recant ? 

In what place did he tranſlate the Bible ? 

How did the name of Proteſtants originate ? 

What is the Confeſſion of Augſburg? 
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Did a religious war break out after the death of 
Luther ? 
Who forced the emperor Charles, V. to make 
peace? R 
Did another war break out ? 
How long did it laſt ? 


In what year was the treaty of Weſtphalia con- 
cluded ? 


Who were the two Reformers in Switzerland ? 

Did the reformation ſpread in other countries ? 

Which were the cauſes of the reformation in Eng- 
land ? 

On what occaſion received Hows VAIL the title of 
Defender of the Faith ? 

Who is the father of the reformation in England? 

Who was one of the firſt reformers in Scotland? 

When was the Bible tranſlated into the * 
language ns 

When was the Common Prayer Book introduced? 

By what queen was the reformation overturned ? 

By what queen was it re-eſtabliſhed ? 

What is remarkable in the reign of James I. ? 

Who ſucceeded the unfortunate Charles I.? 

At what time was the Proteſtant ſucceſſion to the 
throne eſtabliſhed ? . | 

Haye we reaſon to thank God 2, 
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Different Parties and Sefs of Chriſtians. and 
| Proteſtants. a 
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Arrtrr the Reformation the Church of Chriſt 
has been ſplit in numberleſs parties and /e7s. There 
remained the two older profeſſions : the Oriental ar 
Greek, profeſſed by the Ruſſians ; and the Roman. 
Catholic, ſpread over all Europe. By the new 
order of things, the Lutheran and the Reformed or 
Calviniſt religion was eſtabliſhed in England, Ger- 
many, the Netherlands, & e. But the Proteſtants 
themſelves were branched out in ſome ſmaller ſects, 
of which we fhall mention the following: ; 
The Secinians, from Fauſtus Secinus, who in the 
year 1574 propagated the erroneous. doctrines: of 
his father Lzlius in Poland, Hungary, and other 
countries. They believe that Chriſt is a mere but 
excellent man. 
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Bapliſtt, or r Anabopt te, believe that not infants 
and children, but grown perſons, muſt be baptized. 

The Arminians have their name from James 
Arminius, a preacher in Amſterdam; and are known 
alſo by the name of Remonſ/trants, becauſe they de- 
livered, 1610, to the States General in Holland, a 
remonſtrance, wherein they begged to profes the 
following five points: that the decree of God about 
the ſalvation of men is conditional—that Chriſt 
died for all men—that man has it in his power to 
accept or to reject the grace of God—that the ope- 
ration of grace is not irreſiſtible—that faith and 


ſalvation may be loſt again. 


The DPuakers aroſe in England about the year 
1649, when George Fox, their founder, began to 
preach and to make proſelytes. 

The Methodiſts aroſe in the preſent century. The 
Fathers of this party are 7h Weſley and George 
IVhitefield. About the beginning of this century 
aroſe in Germany a ſimilar party, the Pietiſte, the 
heads of which were Spener and Franke, the founder 
of the celebrated Orphan-houſe at Halle, 

The Moravians, or Herrnhuters, owe their origin 
to Lewis count de Zinzendorf, who about the year 
1722 received ſome of the perſecuted Moravian or 
Bohemian brethren upon his eſtates, upon which 


they built a place Herrnhuth, and afterwards forme& _ 
2 Society of the United Brethren. | 
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1. FE 
DT Enemies and Oppoſer of Chr: flianity. 


ALL theſe feQts, howevet they may differ in cer- 
| tain doctrines and ceremonies, agree in the eſſential 
parts, and in the belief that Chriſtianity and the 
Bible contain a divine revelation ; and ſome of 
them, by a more minute inquiry, and by a greater 
' zeal, have done more good than miſchief to the 
Chriſtian cauſe, But the greater liberty of thinking 
has produced alſo in modern times many men and 
parties, which are prejudicial and injurious to truth 
and piety, by their tendency of overturning the firſt 
principles of natural and revealed religion, and of 
ſapping the very foundation of morality. There 
have been, howeyer, alſo many learned and pious 
men, and many inſtitutions, to counteract the per- 
nicious effects and the further progreſs of infidelity, 
We ſhall mention now ſome ſuch enemies and op- 
poſers of Chriſtianity. 

Atheiſts, who deny the exiſtence of a God, or of 
a great firſt cauſe, and deify nature and reaſon. It 
can hardly be believed that a man of a ſound mind 
can fall into ſuch an abſurd error. There are how- 
ever many practical Atheiſts, that live in ſuch a 
manner as if there were no God. We may refer 
to this claſs alſo the Materialifts, or ſuch perfons 
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2s believe that all is matter, and that the foul, 
like the body, dies. | g 

The Sceptics, or ſuch as doubt of every thing. 
There is a humble made of doubting i in matters of 
religion, which leads to a firmer conviction ; but. 
where you have grounds and reaſons ſufficient ta 
believe, it is obſtinacy to doubt. 

The Indiſferentiſis are called thus, becauſe every 
religion and mode of worſhip is quite indifferent 
to them. There is certainly a liberal way of think. 
ing, which prevents us from perſecuting or con- 
demning other men on account of their different 
religious opinions; but we ſhould alſo keep clear of 
the other extreme, of ſacrificing truth to error. 

The Deifts, or Naturalifts, believe a God, but 
that is all; as for the reſt, they deny and oppoſe 
the neceſſity and expediency of a divine revelation, 
the prophecies and miracles of the holy ſcriptures 
and ſome of the modern Deiſts are gone ſo far as 
to deny the morality of human actions, and the 
immortality of the ſoul. Edward Herbert de Cher. - 
bury was one of the firſt, and may be called the 
Father of Engliſh Deiſts. See Leland's View of the 
principal Deiſtical Writers, 2 vols. 5th ed. Lond. 
1766. Much good has been done by the Lectures | 
founded by Robert Boyle 1692, and by J. Bampton, 
at Oxford, to vindicate the R of religion 
and chriſtianity. 

The 
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religious liberty has been eſtabliſhed; and, thanks 
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The Raitt, pretend to be moved by a ' ſuper: 
natural inſpiration, and ſubſtitute an inward light; 
which is often dark and confuſed; in the place of 2 
found mind and of the plain words of Scripture. 
This deluſion has appeared in all times under dif 
ferent ſhapes ; it muſt not however be confounded 
with the pious ſenſations and well-ordered zeal of 


good * chai lead a _ and virtuous 
life. 


— 


tt tt... BAM. 


See Mundebvrs View of the State of Great Bri. 
tain towards the cloſe of the eighteenth century, 


particularly that chapter which treats of the wo 


tate of religion in Great Britain. 


| m. 
| Propagation of Chriſtianity in Foreign Parts. 


| 2 THE beneficial effects of the great work of the 


Reformation have extended over all the world; In 
Europe, and in all Proteſtant countries, univerſities 
and ſchools have been opened as ſeminaries” of 
tearning, and for the inſtruction of youth. Arts, 


ſeiences, and religious inquiries have made great 
improvements; wiſe and ſalutary laws. have been 


given for the government of countries; civil and 
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be to God, that the eyes of the warld have been 


perſecution, and that a ſpirit of toleration ſeems 
to prevail over all Europe—and no, more the voice 
of war and ſtrife, or the cries of oppreſſion and 
miſery ſhall be heard of ; when true Chriſtianity is 
found, not only in the heads but in the hearts, not 
only upon the lips but in the lives of its profeſſors; 
and when the prophecy of our Lord is fulfilled, 
that there ſhall be one fold and one ſhepherd ! 
There are, however, many countries of other parts 
of the world {till fitting in darkneſs. This has in- 
duced many Chriſtian princes and ſubjects to form 
themſelves into ſocieties, with a view to ſpread the 
light of the Goſpel in thoſe foreign parts. By a 


in China, Japan, and other parts of Aſia. At the 
beginning of this century, the London Society for 


has the merit of having contributed much to the 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtian congregations in the 
ſtates and provinces of America, which ſtill ſends 
out miſſionaries to the Eaſt-Indies, and of which 
the accounts are regularly publiſhed every year. 
It acts in conjunction with the Miſſionary College 
at Copenhagen. For Frederic IV. king of Den- 

mark, 


opened to ſee the calamities flowing from mutual 


ſociety for propagating the Chriſtian religion eſta- 
bliſhed at Rome, Chriſtianity, though not in its 
original purity, has been preached by miſſionaries 


propagating Chriſtian Knowledge was formed, which 


» 


1: 1 
mark, was the firſt of all Proteſtant princes 


that eſtabliſhed a regular miſſion on the coaſt of 
Coromandel at Tranquebar, in the year 1706, 


which to this day exiſts; and by which the Bible ” 
has been tranſlated into the Malabar and Bengal a2 
language. There is at preſent alſo a miſſion in bh 
the Engliſh ſettlements of Madras, Cudalore, and 
Calcutta. In the Orphan-houſe of Halle, in Sax. i 
ony, an inſtitution has been made for converting Has 
the Jews and Muhamedans to Chriſtianity. 'The W 
Moravian Brethren have preached Chriſt in ſuch ah 
countries where no other Chriſtians would go to; * 
in Greenland, in Labrador, in Africa, and in the * 
Weſt-India Iflands: but lately a new Miſſonary Wh 
Society has been formed in England, for ſending Has 


miſſionaries to the newly diſcovered iſlands in the 
South Sea, to the interior parts of Africa, and to * 
the coaſts of Barbary. All this is neceſſary for I gut 
every Chriſtian td know, in order to ſee what the Har 
preſent ſtate of religion is in the world, and in - - 
what manner the gracious promiſes and prophecies WF ne 
of God, about the ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt in 
the ſouls of men, have been fulfilled, or are ful- Wh: 
filling at this day. | 


—— — 


1 3 Is th 
See a Sketch of the Denominations, into which Sho 


the Chriſtian World is divided, accompanied with a 
perſuaſive to religious moderation. By John Evans, 
A. M. Lond, 3d edit. 
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Dueſtions. 
Which are the four grand parties of Chriſtians ? 
Can you give me an account of ſome new ſects, 
which are ſprung up among Proteſtants ? 
What are Socinians, Baptiſts, &.? 
What is your opinion of all thoſe parties in general? 
Has the Chriſtian religion had alſo many enemies 
and oppoſers in modern times ? 


| What is the abſurd error of Atheiſts ? 


Are we to doubt of religion? 

Do you think all religions are equally true * good? 

Can you name me ſome famous Deiſts? 

What is the diſtinguiſhing character of Fanatics ? 

Has the great work of Reformation done much 
good in the world ? 

Is the ſtate of Europe better than it was before? 

But what do you obſerve in other parts of the world? 

Have any ſteps been taken to convert Heathens to 


_ Chriſtianity ? 


Who was the firſt Proteſtant king that eſtabliſhed 


a miſhon ? 

What party of Chriſtians has done moſt, and. mo- 
ceeded beſt, in the converſion of Heathens ? 

s there a ſociety imitating their example? 

Should you know all this? 

And for what reaſon ? 
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DOGMATICAL PART, 


CONTAINING THE PRINCIPAL DOCTRINES or 
RELIGION. 


| Of Happineſs, 
"3 


To be happy, is what we all defire moſt ; but we 

mult be inſtructed to know what true happineſs is 

and be trained up in the way that leads to it. 

Prov. iii. 13. 
| IL 

There is an outTvard and an imwerd happineſs. 


-Outward, or earthly and temporal happineſs, con- 
ſiſts in the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of health, 
pleaſure, riches, and honour. But all this can- 
not afford true and laſting happineſs, Mat. xvi. 26. 


Inward, or ſpiritual happineſs, conſiſts in the im- 
provement of the mind and of the heart; in the 
knowledge of what is true, and in the practice 
of what is good. | | 
III. 
The way that leads to happineſs, is true practical 


religion, or true n piety and virtue, which 
will 
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will make us happy in this 258 and OM _ | 


is to come. 1 4 iv. 8. 


7 
— 


See Riez. Liked 8 Toquiey after Happineſs 


Ce ttt "AY 


| ay a 
J. What do you wiſh moſt ? 
Do you ſufficiently know yourſelves, what is 
good for you ? 


II. Wherein does outward happincf conſiſt? 
But can this only n us? 
Why not? 
What is inward happineſs ? 


III. What is the way that leads to happineſs? 


Of the Bible. 


| I. 

THE Bible is a divine book, containing the 
writings of the ſacred hiſtorians, prophets, evan- 
geliſts and apoſtles, inſpired by the Divine Spirit. 
2 Pet. 1, 21. 


It is called, alſo, the Word of God=the Holy 


vcripture—the Revelation, &c. 
It is divided into the Old and New Teſtament, 


II. 


The 'greateſt proof and evidence of the truth 
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| Ln 
and divinity of the word of God is, its excellent 
and powerful dactrine, teaching us holineſs and hap. 
pineſs, and making us wiſe unto ſalvation. 2 Tim, 
ii. 15, 16, 17. Fo 

| | TIT. 

The Bible is the ſource from which we deriye 
our religious knowledge, which 1s to make us truly 
good and happy. For this reaſon, we muſt read and 
meditate on it frequently and devoutly, hear it 
explained in ſermons, apply it to ourſelves, &c. 
John v. 39. 


See Offervald's Arguments on the books and 
chapters of the Old and New Teſtament ; with 
practical obſervations, and a preliminary diſcourſe, 


Dueſlions. 
I. What is the beſt book in the world ? 
Ho did the ſacred authors write their books? 


Suppoſe you fit down and write a letter, which 


I dictate to you; whoſe letter is it, yours 
or mine ? | 

Do you ſee now the reaſon why the Bible 1s 
called the word of God ? 

Will you read, or can you tell me by heart, the 
books of the Old and New Teſtament? 


II. What ſays Paul in praiſe of Timothy? 
| I When 
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When muſt we begin to learn and to know 
the Holy Scriptures—Muſt we wait till we 
grow old ? 
Can the knowledge of the Scripture make us 
truly wiſe ? 
What is it profitable for ? 


What is the greateſt proof of the truth and 
divinity of the Chriſtian religiqn ? 


III. If you wiſh to be enlightened and reformed, 
and to be truly good and happy; what muſt 
you do? 


Of Religion. 
I. 


RELIGION, in general, is the different manner 
to know and worſhip God, in order to enjoy his 


grace, and to be happy in this and a future ſtate. 
The Heathen, the Fews, the Mabomedans, the 
Chriſlians, profeſs a different religion, 


IE. 


The truth of the Chriſtian religion is proved, 
. by external, or hiſtorical, arguments: 

The miracles which Chriſt and his apoſtles have 
performed z John iii. 2. 

The prophecies of Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles; 
which have remarkably been fulſilled, and are at 
us time fulfilling i in the world. 
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it with their blood. 


2. By internal marks: 


The divine character of Teſs, John vü. . ab. 
The credibility of the goſpel, 2 Pet. i. 16. 
Our own inward experience, John vii. 17. 


III. I 
Religion is either natural or revealed : 


1. Natural religion, when we follow the light of 
our own mind and confcience ; Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
But it is not ſufficient, ſince the limits of our 
own reaſon are very narrow. 


2. Revealed religion, which contains the additional 
declarations of God in his word, and teaches us 
the way to ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt; John 

Xvii. 3. 
The former is like the dim light of a lamp; the 
latter, like the ſun at noon. 


IV. 


Religion is either true or falſe. The Bible is the 
touch-ſ{tone, by which it is to be tried. 

True religion is, whatever in principle or prac- 
tice agrees with the expreſs will and word of God, 
or whatever makes man truly wiſe, good, and 


happy- 
Falſe religion is, whatever diſagrees with the 
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tternal rules of truth and love. Never let us hate, 
perſecute, or condemn a man for his different 
opinions about religion; but let us judge ourfelves 
and others, more by actions, than by modes of 


faith. Acts x. 35. 


See Paley's View of the Evidences of Chriltia- 
nity, 1795. : 
IVeolaflon's Religion of Nature delineated. 
Dreſtions. 
|, What is Religion in general? 
How many different religions are there in the 
world? 
What is the difference in the religion of Hea- 


thens, Jews, Mahumedans, Chriſtians ? 
Il. Can you prove the truth of the Chriſtian reli- 


gion ? 
What are the external marks of its truth? 
What the internal ? 
What is the beſt, ſhorteſt, and ſafeſt way of 
being convinced of the truth of Chriſtianity 2 


HI. How is religion divided? 
What is natural religion ? 
But 1s it ſufficient ? 
What does revealed religion contain? 


IV. What is true religion? 
What is falſe religion ? 


D 3 * 
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Is it conſiſtent with the ſpirit of Chriſtian toye 
to hate or perſecute a man for his WO 
with us in religion ? 

By what rule are we to judge ourſelyes and 
others ? | 


Of G OD. 


J. 


THERE is a Gad, the maker, the preſerver, and 
the governor of all things. This we learn, 

1. From the ſtupendous works of the creation, 
and from the exquiſite beauty and harmony of the 
whole fabric of naturez wherein he has diſplayed 
his infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, | Rom. 
i. 19, 20. 


2. From the Bible, wherein he has revealed 2, 
himſelf in a clearer light, as the Father of mankind, tire 
through Jeſus Chriſt. John xvii. 3. gen 

II. 


God is a „ bir of infinite Wr and perfeclion, . 
John iv. 24. 
Eternal, without beginning and end, Pſ. XC. 2. 
All-knswing—He knows all what has been, is, 
and will be, Pf. cxxxix, 1—4. 


All 


All 


1 


All-wiſe—He makes, preſerves, and governs 
every thing with the greateſt order and regularity, , 
Rom. xi. 33—36. ; 

All-mighty—He can do every thing, Pf. cxv. 3. 

Omnipreſent He is every where, Pf. xxxix. 7-10. 

God - Gracious, merciful, Pf, ciii. 813. f 

Holy — He hates what is evil, and loves what 
is good, 1 Pet. i. 15. 

Righteous He puniſhes the wicked, and rewards 
the pious, Rom. ii. 6. 

True and faithful, Pf. xxxiii. 4. 


Bleſſed and happy, the original ſource and ſpring 
of all happineſs, Jam. 1. 17. 


III. 


It is then our duty to love God above all things, 
to put our whole truſt in him,'and to obey him as 
our God and Lord. Mat. xxii. 379—40. 


— 


See Fenelon Demonſtration de Pexiſtence de Dieu, 
tirẽe de la nature et proportionnẽe à la foible intelli- 
gence des plus ſimples. Paris, 1712. 


Dueſtions. 


I. The fool has ſaid in his heart, there is no God. 


But is there a God ? 
How do we learn and prove this doQrine, which 
is the foundation of all religion? 
Can all men know that there is a God? 
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Hare we another book beſides the book of wh 
Nature? aa 

H. We know now for certain that there is a God ; Hil 
but what is he? 1 

Can you ſee God ? ent 
Does God know what you think ? = 

O11 


Can you fully underſtand the works and ways 
of God? 


Is any thing impoſſible with God? the 
Is God every where ls he in hell? 7 
Has God been very good and merciful to you ? ] 
How muſt you be, if you wiſh to pleaſe God ? the 


Can we do any thing wicked, unpuniſhed ? 

Muſt you abhor lies and falſity —why ? 

Where, and in what, muſt you ſeck your true 
and laſting happineſs ? 


III. If there is a God, what is your duty to him? 


tO 

Of the Works of the Creation. St 

# pt. th 

YOU fee a vaſt world before you—It is your a 
duty then to. contemplate the great power, wiſdom 

and goodneſs, which the Almighty has diſplayed m = 

the works of his Creation. Matth. vi. 25—34+ 6 

II. T 

'The Hiftory of the Creation. is given, Gen. v ir 


wherein 


ays 


rue 


UT. 


vey 


L * 4 
herein ſo much is contained as is neceſſary to be 
known concerning the firſt principles of Natural 
Hiſtory, Geography, and Aſtronomy, : 

The Elements, or the firſt principles and conſtitu- 
ent parts of things, as Fire, Air, Water, and Earth, 
were then ſeparated, and all things made in the 
following regular order : | 


1. Light—ver. 3. which produces the colours * 
the rainbow. 


2. Air the Sky, or Firmament, ver. 6—8. 
Mater above the Sky, the Atmoſphere, which is 
the ſeat of Clouds, Rain, Snow, Hail, &c. 
under the Sky, the Seas and Rivers. 
5 Earth ver. 9 13. Its productions are: 
Minerals; Stones, metals, &c. | 
Vegetables; Trees, Shrubs, Plants, Herbs, &c. 
Animals ; Inſects, Fiſhes, Birds, Quadrupeds, &c. 


3. Now the heavenly bodies appeared regularly 
to riſe and to ſet. The Sun, the Moon, and the 
Stars, regulate, by their courſe, the Seaſons of 
the years and of the days, ver. er, 

The ſcience that teaches the meaſure. of time ia 
called Chronology. 


5. Till now, the Globe was an empty houſe; 
when it was peopled with inhabitants — the ſea with 
fiſnes the air with the feathered tribe or birds 
and the earth with animals, ver. 20—22. All liv- 
ing viſible creatures conſtitute. the Animal World. 
D 5 6. Laſtly 


> 
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6. Laſtly were made che r uten and Man. 
ver. 24—31. 


ce Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of Good 
Almighty !-—Thine this univerſal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair—Thyſelf, how wondrous then! 
Unſpeakable!—who ſit'ſt above theſe Heavens, 
To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 
In theſe thy loweſt works Vet theſe declare 
'Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. !” 

Mu, rox, B. v. 


— — 


See Rays Wiſdom of God in the Works of 
the Creation. 
Derbam's Phyſico- and Aſtro-Theology. 

Sturm's Reflections on the Works of the Crea- 
tion—Lond. Robinſon. | 

F. Weſley's Survey of the Wiſdom of God in the 
Creation, or a Compendium of Natural Philoſophy. 
Lond. | | 

O. Geldſmiils Hiſtory of the Earth and Ani- 
mated Nature. 
Sr. Pierre's Studies of Nature, tranſlated by Dr. 
Hunter. Lond, Dilly. 1796. 


— 


Dueſtions. 
1. Who has recommended to us to contemplate 
the Creation ? 


What has the ue Ae in it? 


F | II. Where 


II. 


hb 
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II. Where do we read the n of the Crea- 
tion? 
What are the four elements, or principles of 
things! ? 
1. How do colours exiſt ? 
What is a rainbow ? 


2. What are lightning and thunder ? 


3. Into how many parts is the Globe divided 7 
* How are the productions of the Earth 
. divided? 


4. What does Aſtronomy teach? 
How great is the Sun? | 
What is an Eclipſe of the Sun and of the 
Moon? | 
Do you think that the Stars are inhabited? 
How many Seaſons of the year are there ? 
What is Chronology ? 


5. What is the inſtinct in animals? 
. Are they uſeful ? 
What can you learn from the bee, or the 
ant ? 
6. What was the model, after which man 
was made ? | 


What can the Study of Nature teach us ? 


Fs 


O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! In wiſdom 
haſt thou made them all: the earth i. Full f thy riches, 
Pl. Cive 24. 


D 6 
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Of Inviſible Spirits, or Angels: 
5 


THOUGH no account is given in the Hiſtory of 
the Creation concerning the inviſible Creatures, 
Spirits, or Angels; yet from the progreſſive ſcale 
of things it is highly probable, and from the teſti- 


mony of Scripture it is certain, that there are ſuch, the 
r. The ſcale or progreſſion of things is very re. | ] 
wo 


markable. There are inanimate or lifeleſs things, 
as Rocks, Stones, Earths: but what a difference | 
is there between the Duſt and the Diamond—be- abt 
tween the Mole-hill and the Pike of Teneriffe, the | 
higheſt mountain in the world !—There are ani- W © 
mate or living creatures; but what a difference be- Ja 
' tween the Mite and the Elephant—between the 
Oſtrich and the Wren—between an Inſect andia 
Man !—Is it probable there ſhould be no other 
Spirits between the Souls of Man and God? 


2. From the Scripture, Heb. i, 14. it clearly ap- 
pears that there are Angels. 


IL 
Angels, or divine meſſengers, are inviſible Be- 
gs, or Spirits endowed with great wiſdom, holi- 
neſs and power. Matth. xxii. 30. 
Their office conſiſts in ſerving God, in protect- 
is 


L 6r ] 
ing pious men, and in promoting every thing that 19 
good. Pf. ciü. 20.— Pf. xci. 11. | 


W . 4 | 
From the good and holy. Angels muſt be dif- 
res. ünguiſbed the wicked or evil ſpirits, or devils, who, 
4 under their leader, Satan, have rebelled againſt God, 


and delight in promoting what is falſe "A evil in 
the world. John viii. 44+ 


But Chriſt is come into the-world to Þſtroy the- 


works of the devil. 1 John iii. 8. 


It is no part of religion to believe idle ſtories. 
about witchcraft, ghoſts, apparitions, &c. 


Nor muſt we aſcribe to them what is better 


explained from natural cauſes and our own luſts. 
James 1. 14, 15. 


— — 


Drueſtions. 

L 1. What do you obſerve in the works of Na- 

ture? - 

What are inanimate creatures ? 

Is there a difference and gradation in them? 

What are animate or living creatures, and 
how manifold ? 

Is not the difference between a brute and a 
man, and the degree of perfection in 
man, very ſtriking ? | 

Is it probable that there ſhould be a void 


| chaſm 
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„ chaſm between the Souls of Men and 
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2. What makes it quite certain that there are 
higher Spirits? 


IT, What is the nature of Angels? 
Wbat is their office and delight? 
What do we wilh for in the third petition of 
the Lord's prayer? 


III. Why do you believe the exiſtence of evil 
Spirits? 
Were they created ſo? - God ſaw every thing 
that he had made, and behold it was very 
good, Gen. i. 31. 
What ſeduced them to fin and rebellion ? 
Ought we to be afraid of the Devil ? 
Why not ? | 
Shall we fear God, or the Devil ? 


Can he force us into ſinning? Can he hurt 
us? 


What would make you like unto that evil 


and curſed Spirit? 
What mult you watch and avoid moſt ?: 


Of Man.. 
I. f 


OF the viſible. creatures upon earth Man is 
the moſt noble work of God. An account of 


the 


and 


e are 


hing 
very 


E 


evil 
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the creation of our firſt parents is given, Gene 


II. 


The ſuperiority of man over the brute creation 
appears from the admirable ſtructure of his Body, 
and the faculties of his immortal Sou. 


1. The ſtructure of our Body is a maſter-piece of; 
Divine Wiſdom. Pf. cxxxix. 14.—Obſerve ; 

its Erect Stature, proportion and beauty: 

its Infruments of Senſe, of ſeeing, hearing, ſmel- 
ling, taſting, feeling : 

its Inward Parts, the brain, the lungs, the heart, 
the blood flowing in the veins, the ſtomach 
for digeſtion, the bones, &c. | 


the Faculty of Language, to expreſs, in articulate 


ſounds and words, our thoughts. 


2. The Sow! of man is a particle of the Divine 
Spirit, and the living principle which conſtitutes: 
our own Self. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 

a. The faculties of the human mind are, 

Underſtanding, or reaſon, to think and to judge: 

Memory, to recolleQ& what we have ſeen, or 
heard, or read: 

Free will, to chooſe between two objects; to 
abhor or deſire any thing: 


Conſcience, or the inward moral ſenſe of what is 


night or wrong. 


b. The 
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b. The ſoul is of a ſpiritual and immortal nature. 


Eccl. xii. 7. and Ecclus. ii. 23. 
N III. 
Man may be conſidered in a four. fold ſtate: 

x, In a ſtate of Nature, wherein he is little ſupe- 
rior to other animals, like the ſavages of unculti. 
vated countries and of the iſlands in the South- 
Jn | WIE 

By the advantages of education and of civil ſo- 
ciety, he is brought into a ſtate of improvement, 
of cultivation, or civilization. Conſider then the 
great advantage of being born in a civilized land, 
and of chriſtian parents og 


/ 


2. Ina ſtate of Simplicity and Innocence, wherein 
he has few wants and few defires—like our firſt pa- 
rents—like ſome inhabitants of Labrador, Otaheite, 
or Greenland, which were brought into European 
countries—-and like children, before they are ſpoiled 
by bad principles and examples. Matth. xviii. 3. 
Eccl. vii. 29. | 

3. In a degenerate: ſtate of Sin and Corruption. 


That all men are in ſuch a.deplorable {tate, is proved 


from Scripture. Rom. iii. 9—12. 

Experience exhibits many ſad inſtances. of the 
blindneſs of the human mind, and of the depra- 
vity of the human heart. Let us bluſh and ſhud- 
der that human nature is capable of the greateſt 
erimes | 

{ * 
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ture. 4. In a ſtate of-Recovery and Salvation, by refor- 
mation and improvement. Eph. iv. 119—24. 
This is alſo called the ſtate of Grace, which 
will be ſucceeded * the future ſtate of Glory, 


2050 10. , 1 


|, What are the names of your firſt 
Did they live very happy ? 
But had God forbidden them ſomething ? 
Who ſeduced them to act againſt his com- 


nent, 

1 the mand ? | 

land What was. the conſequence. of their diſobe- 
dience ? | 


l. Wherein conſiſts the dignity of Lag nature? 


1. How is our body made? 

Which are the organs of ſenſe ? 

What do we do with our eyes, ears, &. 

Is there a great wiſdom in the number as well 
as in the ſtructure and uſe of our ſenſes ? 

What is the function of the lungs ? of the 
heart ? of the ſtomach ? &c. 

Do thoſe functions ceaſe to act during ſleep? 

Can we expreſs by ſigns and words what we 
think ? | 


pean 
oiled 
li. 3. 


tion. 
oved 


F the 
epra- 2. What is the principal part of our being? 
ſhud- Can our arms, our feet, or our body, know 


what we are? 
What then ? | 
Can 
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Can we ſee our ſoul? Can we fee the wind? 
But can we perceive its operations? 


a. What is our reaſoning faculty? 
What our memory ? free will ? conſcience ? 
Is man a moral free agent ? 


Has a horſe, a dog, &c. ſuch a moral conſti- 
- tution ? 


b. What is our body made of ? 

After death what becomes of it ? 
But can our ſpirit moulder into duſt ? 

What are the arguments for the immortality 

of the ſoul ? 

III. I. If you were left to yourſelves, without 
- ſociety or inſtruction, in what ſtate would 
you find yourſelves ? 
Is it a deſirable ſtate to live like a ſavage ? 

Do you enjoy great advantages in your coun- 
try ? | 
To whom are you indebted for your ſuperior 

happineſs ? 


2. In what ſtate were our firſt parents? 

Is there ſomething amiable in a natural ſtate of 
ſimplicity and innocence ? - 

But do we follow the diCtates of fimple un- 
corrupted nature? 

Are many of our wants real, or artificial and 
imaginary ? 

Should we be contented with little ? 

| 3. Are 
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3. Are men now what they ought to be? . 
How do you prove that they are fallen from 
their original good ſtate ? 
Does experience confirm the words of Scrip- 
ture ? 


4. But is man to remain in the miſerable ſtate of 
ſin ? | 
May he recover the former ſtate of innocence 
and happineſs ? 


What is neceſſary for that purpoſe ? 


Of the Immortality of the Soul. 


IF it could be proved that our ſouls are not im- 
mortal, but periſhable like our bodies, there would 
be an end of religion and morality, But happily 
the arguments for the immorrality of the ſoul are 
ſo numerous, and invincible, that we ſhall divide 
them into three claſſes. 


bg: © 
Natural. arguments, taken from the nature and 
faculties of our awn mind. 


1. There is a living principle within us, onde 
of perceiving and thinking, judging and reſolving, 
loving and. hating, hoping and fearing, rejoicing 
and grieving, which we call our mind ar foul. This 

18 


KY 
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is * like the body; made up of groſs and material 


parts, but ſimple and — and . 
cannot de diſſolved, er d¹e. one 


2. There is planted in our breaſt an earneſt 


deſire of immortality, and a horror at the thought 


of ceaſing to be. Can we believe that the great 
and good Creator had given us natural diſpoſitions 
and hopes, which he purpoſed at the ſame time to 
diſappoint? 


3. Beſides, there are plainly in our ſoul capaci- 
ties for higher improvements — And is it likely 
that ſuch beings ſhould ſink into nothing, with- 
out ever attaining their PoE maturity and per- 
fection? 


18, 
| Moral arguments, taken from the notions we 


have of our duties, and of the perfection of 
the Deity. 


1. There is a moral ſenſe of right and — 
within ug. God's will, conſequently, is, that man- 
kind ſhould obſerve it ; and accordingly we feel our- 
ſelves inwardly bound ſo to do. But of what uſe 
is it, if a different behaviour is not followed up by 
a difterent recompence in a future ſtate ? 

2. God's power, wiſdom, goodneſs and juſtice, 
inſure to us the hope of life after death. 

© His porver.—PFor whatever is once in being 
through him, we are to ſuppoſe, continues in be- 
e1 ing. 
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ing. Nothing in nature periſhes entirely, but is 
reproduced, by different changes, in a new ſtate.— 
But ſuppoſe even that both ſoul and body die, it is 
not impoſſible for an almighty power to enliven 
and create the ſame again. Rom. iv. 17. 

His 20% om and goodneſs. —Sinice he has made our 
ſoul of a nature to laſt for ever, and endowed it 
with ſo many noble and divine capacities, we 
cannot well conceive that he will deſtroy it after fb 
ſhort a ſpace as that of this life. Wiſd. ii. 23. It 
would be caprice in an ingenious artiſt to deſtroy 
his own works. 

His ſuſtice.—It is a ſad experience, that vice is 
not duly puniſhed, and virtue not duly rewarded, in 
this life; that happineſs is unequally divided be- 
tween perſons equally entitled to it; that good per- 
ſons often undergo the largeſt ſhare of evil in life, 
and bad perſons enjoy the higheſt degree of pro- 
ſperity in .it—of which Job, Aſaph and Solomon 
have complained, Job xxiv. x. Pf. Ixxii. Eccl. viii. 
10, 11. A Nero or Robeſpierre ſhould have ſuf- 
fered a thouſand deaths. Is it poſſible that a Be- 
ing of infinite juſtice and holineſs ſhould ſuffer 
ſuch irregularities? Would not Religion be ſhaken 
to her very foundation, and Virtue be bereft of her 
motives ? —Therefore, this world is not our final 
ſtate : but another will come after it, in which 
every one ſhall be recompenſed according to his 
works, 


III. Hiſloe 


L711) 
III. 3 

Hiſtorical arguments, taken from the univerſal 

agreement of all mankind in the belief of it, 
which muſt ſurely have ariſen from an inward 
principle of nature, dictating to all perſons 
that they are deſigned for a future exiſtence. 

1. The wiſeſt and beſt Philsophers of all times 
have believed an immortality of the ſoul ; as Tha- l 
les, Plato, Socrates, Cicero, &c.; and there is no 
nation in the world, however ſavage and unculti. 

- vated, in which there is not found ſome ſenſe or 
other of a Deity and of a future ſtate z which is 
confirmed by travellers, as Captain Cook in his 
Voyages, &c. | 

2. The Sacred Writings eſtabliſh this great doc- 
trine from the beginning to the end. 

The Patriarchs and Fewws believed a future ſtate. 
Heb. xi. 13—16. Matth. xxii. 13. Eccleſ. xii. 7. 
Pf. xvi. 10. and xlix. 16. 

But it is an ineſtimable benefit of the Chrifian 
religion, that our Bleſſed Lord has removed all un- 
certainties and errors, and brought life and immor- 
tality to light through the Goſpel. 2 Tim. i. 10. 
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This doctrine is of great practical uſe : for it is 
the foundation of morality and religion; it is the 
bond of civil ſociety ; it comſorts us under the trials 
and afflictions of this life, and encourages us to the 


practice of virtue. pL 


See 


07 1 


See Th. Secters Lecture xvi. That the Souls of 
all men continue after death. 
Ed. Young's Night-Thoughts, the 6th and 
7th Night, containing the Nature, Proof, 
and Importance of Immortality. 


— 


— 4 


Bueſlions. 
J. What do you perceive within yourſelf, parti- 
cularly in your head ? | 
Can mind and thought proceed from matter 
and from the body ? 
Should you like to ceaſe to be ? 
Suppoſe a child dies in infancy, has it time 
enough to become what it could be ? 
Il, Is there a difference between right and wrong 
behaviour ? 
Muſt it have different conſequences ? 
Suppoſe we were annihilated, could God make 
us again ? 
But is it probable that he will deſtroy us after 
he has made us? 
Would an artiſt deſtroy a maſter-piece which 
he has made ? 
Are all good perſons properly rewarded upon 
earth ? g 
Are all the wicked properly des 7 
What muſt we therefore expect after this life? 
III. Are there {till ſome perſons, as the Sadducees 
See of 
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of old, that deny the n of , 
Soul? 
But are there alſo many more that believe 


the 


it ? 


Are there ſome ſigns of ſuch a belief, even 
among the inhabitants of the  newly-diſco- 


vered iſlands ? 
In what book is this great doctrine cleared 
and eſtabliſhed ? 


up 


Who is the Author and the very Fountain of 


life and immortality 7 
Does this doctrine encourage us to virtue? 


Does it comfort us under the afflictions of this 


life? 


Of God's Providence, 
| 


NOTHING exiſts or happens in the world by 
chance, or a blind neceffity. It is God's eternal 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, that preſerves and 


governs all things to their proper end. 


Or him, and THROUGH him, and To him, are all 
things; to whom be glory for ever! Rom. xi. 36. 


1. He preſerves every thing and every living 
creature in its kind, nature, and order; and keeps 


them from deſtruction, by executing the laws and 
inſtitutions by which all things exiſt, move, grow, 


5 


and 


In: 


Cn: 
the W and remain what they are. Gen. vii. 22. 
Matth. vi. 26—29. Acts xvii. 24— 28. 


e it! 2. He governs all things to the great ende of his 
even glory and of the happineſs of man, by direcling, en- | 
1ſco- couraging, and rewarding all things that are good, g 

nnd by permitting natural and mortal evils for juſt ; 
d up Wl and wiſe reaſons. Ifa. xIvith 17. Gen. l. 20. 
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This fundamental and ern dodtrine is 
proved, and confirmed, 
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1. By the great order, regularity, and beautiful 
harmony in the laws and works of nature; for 
inſtance, the change of the ſeaſons, the proportio- 


nate number of animals and of both ſexes, dc. 
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2, By Scripture, as above. 3 


3. By Hiſtory, as that of Joſe b, Geda *I | 
rü. and that of Jeſus Chriſt. 


2r!d by 4. By our own experience, when we obſerve 
eternal I God's providential care before and after our birth, 
ves and Wis protection in dangers, his aſlüſtanee in our 


wants, &c. 
are all gait; 1h, | Tap. 
| » ing Laws of divine preſervation and gorermmept, "44K; 
7 livi 
4 keeps 1. In the natural world, WIT | 


ws and inanimate bodies, the ſtars, i wind, won 
„ gros, i E b fire, 


x1} 


| Gre, plants, & e. exiſt and continue what they are 
by the laws of gravity and motion 

Such things as appear, or are, evils to us, are * 
ful and neceſſary for the preſervation of the whole; 
as, ſtorms, earthquakes, ſerpents, &c. ts 

Animals exiſt, grow, increaſe, and die, to this 
day, by certain in//in#s, and in an admirable pre- 
portion. The bees build their cells ſtill in the ſame 
manner they did many thouſand years ago. There 
is not ſo great a number of noxious as of vfeful 

and domeſtic animals. 

Every thing ripens into perfection by progreſſive 
degrees of improvement. 

2. In the moral world, 

Men act as free agents, according to their own 
choice. It is therefore blaſphemous to charge 
God with the fins of men. God gave them the 
power of free will, but the / of it he left to them- 
ſelves. Wicked aCtions are men's own will and 
_ doings. James i. 13. | 

Cod permits the evil actions of men, for m 
vida and good purpoſes. Gen. I. 20. 

God over-rules the deſigns and actions of men, if 
they are not confiſtent with his plan. Jer. x. 23. 
Prov. xxi. 1. Pf, xxxiii. 10, 11. | 

God puniſbes fin with fin. Vice is its own pu- 
niſhment, and virtue itsown reward, 80 
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Great 


1 
Great events often proceed from ſmall cauſes. 
We muſt not expect an extraordinary interference 
of God where we are directed to uſe proper means. 
It is then our duty, and comfort, to ſubmit to, an x 
rejoice in, God's government of the world. N 
1. Our Duty is to make uſe of the means ap- 
pointed by him for our happineſs. 2 Theſſ. | 
ili. 10. 
— to commit our ways to the Lord, Pf. xxxvii. 5. 
— to be humble, thankful and contented, 1 Tim. 
vi. 6. | 
— to revere his all-governing power, James iv. 
15. and not do evil that good may come out Ren it. 
Rom. vi. 1, 2. 


2. Our Comfort is - that we may caſt all our unne- 
ceſſary cares upon him, 1 Pet. v. 7. 

— that his ways and works are good, though 
unſearchable to us, Iſa. lv. 8, 9. 

— that nothing can befall us without his know- 
ledge and permiſſion, and that all things muſt 
work together for the youu of thoſe that love 
him. 

— that his providence extends over all his crea- 
tures, even thoſe which we think low and 
mean. Matth. x. 29, 30. Is 

He ſees auith qual eyt, as God all, 

The Hero periſh, and the Sparrow: fall. - 
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Atoms and fyflems into ruin hurꝰd—- 
And now a bubble burſt, and naw a ward. Pork. 
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Soe A 'Diſcourle concerning the Divine Prot 
dence, by N. Sherlock. © 

| Diſcourſes on the Providence and "Govern: 

ment of CT by Newcome Cappes * 


don, 1795. F 
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| Dueſhions, 
I. Does any thing exiſt or happen by Chabee? 
18 not the Maker alſo the Preſerver of al 
things? 1 
Could any thing be or continue : without God 
will ? 


J. In the doQtrine of Providence, we have to 
diſtinguiſh preſervation and government: 
What is meant by preſervation ? - 

2. To what great end does God govern and di: 
rect all things? ; 

Are there not alſo things hich God direct 
not; but merely permits? | 
H. Is it of great conſequence to us to know that iy. 
a wiſe and good God governs the world ? 
How do you prove that ? | 
What is ſo. remarkable in * diner of Jo- 
ſeph? | 
Do you find in your own life ſome. inſtanoes of 
a kind providence watching over and taking 


* 
® * 
* - = 


care of you? 7 * 
Ul. Can you fuliy comprehend the works and ways 
of God? 24h 26nd 


6 * if But 


_ _. 1.0 1 4 
But are there not ſome certain Taws, known to 
us, by which God proceeds ? 
1. Tell me ſome ſuch. laws and. inſtitutions in the 
natural world? 
Can we change the courſe of nature ? 2 
Are not gven ſome natural evils n we — ; 
look upon as ſmaller goods ? 4 
Have the brutes and inſes.reaſon ?. CY a 
Of what animals have we the greater pumber? 
How comes every thing to perfectian? 
2. Does: God (govern rational creatures with 
_ irrefſtible force? 
Is God the author of fin ? bs 
For what reaſons are evil actions permitted ** 
Can God over-rule the H and eg of 
men t, 723 
What do we A öfen ee 5 in "he moral overn- 
ment of the world? 
Can the huſbandman expect to reap if he has. 
not own? 


ow that AIV. What is your Wy with regard te to this doc- 
"rd ? | nine? 


What! is your comfort? 
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Of Sin. 
„ 


SIN is whatſoever is contrary to God's eo 
mand, our own conſcience, or the public good, 
1 John iii. 4. 


1. Our fins are of three ſorts, namely, the finz 
of the heart, the fns of the og, and the lin 
of the life. . 
The three great fins. of the heart, from which 
many others proceed, are, pride, avarice, [uſt 
1 John iii. 1 5. 

2. There are different forts and degrees in the 
moral guilt of ſin. 

Wilful fins aze ſuch as we commit when we know 
that we do wrong. 

Sins of ignorance and human infirmity are the lot 
of men who are better inclined. Pf. xix. 13. James 
Bl. 2. 

It is not only fn, when we do that which i is evil, 
but alſo when we do not that which is goed, or when 
we neglect our duty. Luke xii. 47. James iv. 1). 

Crying fins. are called heinous and unnaturi 
crimes, which are committed undiſcovered and ui 
puniſhed, but which call to God for vengeance ; a5 
murder, ſodomy, the oppreſſion. of the * and 
the defenceleſs. James v. 4. 
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We participate in the fins of others, by command, 
advice, perſuaſion, conſent, ieee 1 Tim. 
y. 

The Jews committed a great crime, or the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, by blaſpheming the divine 
power which was in Chriſt, and his deeds. Matth. 
xii. 31, 32. | 

. | | 

The /ource and origin of all fin and evil proceeds, | 
1. from the fall of our firſt parents, Rom. v. 12. 

This is called original fin, propagated, like 2 
natural and hereditary TR from parents to 
children. 


2. From the luſts of our own heart, Mark vii. 
21, pray feces out in actual fins. 


3. From ſeduction, and keeping bad company. 
Prov. i. 10. 


4. From want of inſtruction and clucadion. 
Prov. xxii. 6. 


5. From the dominion of ſenſuality overpower- 
ing the nobler principles of the ſpirit . Gal. v. 
19, 21. 

* Even the Heathen have perceived that erat of human 
nature to ſin: 

Nitimur in vetitum, ſemper cupimuſque negata: 


Sic interdictis imminet zger aquis,— 
I Ovry. 


E 4 Ul. Sia 
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Sin then is the greateſt of all evils ; it makes man 
unhappy „not only in this world, but alſo in the 
next. Gen. xxxix. 19. | 
Ihe puniſbment of fin is, 

1. Temporal Every fin has i its natural bad con- 
ſequences. Intemperance and lewdneſs beget 
diſeaſes and diſgrace.. Idleneſs begets poverty. 
Hatred and ftrife-beget diſorders in families and 
empires, James iv. 1. Some ſins are puniſhed ca- 


pitally by the laws of our country and the divine 


law pronounces ſentence of death on all ſinners. 
Deut. xxvii. 26. Rom. vi. 23. 


2. Spiritual The diſpleaſure of God an via 
mind, and. a reproaching eonſcience, as in Cain, 
David, Judas—blinding of the mind the hardening 
of the heart—obſtinacy, deſpair, &c. 


3. Eternal Even if a reform takes place, the 
Toſs of time is irreparable. 


— — 


See In raite des dens de Ia corruption qu 

tregne aujourd'hui parmi les Chretiens, 

Par Monf. O/tervald, It is tranllated into 
Engliſh. 


Biſhop Kidder, Of Sins of Infirmity, and 


Wilful Sins. i 
Meſtey and Fletcher on Original Sin. 
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L What is Sin? bas Ni, Atte: 


is >. a 


Nez 1. Which are the three vicious dilpolions of the 
n th 
" 8 heart that produce many Sins? 
2. Are there not degrees in een f Sin * 
What are, wilful Sins ? 
con. | 3&1 LY 
What are Sins of i ignorance and infirmity?_ 
* 6 h a ſtate of fin wit- 
rerty. Is it £1 ſtent with a ate 0 5 to fin wil- 
8 and fully * : 8 3 
# os. Is it a good Gen if we repent of. © our Sins AS: 
ſoon as, we are convinced we. haye. done: 
wrong! . 
Do we alſo ſin by omitting 45 negleting our 
duty 2; | ö 
What is called a crying A 


How are we partakers in other men's Sins 2 
What «vas tlie Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt > 
| Can this Sin-be chanted in our . * 2 
, the Why not? | 
U. 1. What is the original ſource of Sin? 


0 


lens. ourſelves ol 1 TELE Y} 


into 3: Never liſten to the voice of the ſeducer ; and 
avoid bad company; for 0 CITING: 


and corrupt good manners. 
4. Is man immediately a grievous nner, or does 
he gradually become ſo ? e 
liens. What. is an old offender F 
E5 Thank. 
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2. Muſt we impute our Sins to the inſtigation of 
| qu the Devil and to our Firſt. Parents, or to 
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cularly belong to the whole race of mankind in 


. 7 
Thank God for all opportunities of being i i 
ſtructed in aer piety, and bluſh at the firſt a 


vunee in Sin- \ 
Go Are you to reſtrain your inordinate 1 and 
"appetites ? | 


What principles ought to hah the dominion} 


II. O that you might always imitate che examyl 
olf Joſeph: 
| How can I do this great wickedneſs and fin agaiy 
God ? 
Can you be happy if you indulge any Sin? 
| What is the temporal puniſhnient of Sin ? ? 
What the ſpiritual ? 0 
What the eternal? 


Abngkss. Children, you are in danger « 
all Sins, as well as grown perſons; and therefor 
ought to avoid and free yourſelves from them, bj 
conſidering ferivuſly che evil nature and ill conſe 
quenees of every fin you are in danger of. Bu 
above all, beware of begſerting Sins, which are owing 
to a certain natural temper, or to a long habit and 
practice; and by Reaſon and Scripture be Suardel 
againſt the fallies and frailties which more parti 


their younger years, and are ſometimes called the 
vices of youth ; as, -Self-ſufficiency - Diſhonour af 
Parents and of Sera 

Envy- 
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1 again} 


zin? 
in? 
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herefor 
rem, bf 
1 conſe- 
But 
e owing 


abit and 
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Envy — Intemperance — Wantonneſs — Delight im 
evil company—Waſte of time—Thoughtleſſneſs: 
and levity—A humourſome temper and behaviour 
— Peeviſhneſs — Impatience — Selfiſhneſs — Un». - 
cleanneſs — Heedleſineſs — Raſhneſs — Fickleneſs 
—Laviſhneſs or profuſeneſs—A talkative. or tattling 
humour, and tale-bearing, &c. Repent of what 
evil you have done in time paſt, and be more watch 
ful for the time to come. 1 recommend you to read 
J. Watts's Preſervative from the Sins and Follies of 
Childhood and Youth, Let the natural principles of 
activity and imitation be directed to the beſt ob- 
jets and examples to improve only in goodneſs. 


Of Salvation from Sin. 
"I: 


IT ; is not the will. of God that man tdould 
continue and periſh in his ſinful ſtate, but that 


all ſhould reform. and. be dur... Ezek. XXXili. 11. 
1 Tim. ii. 4 

For this FEY the ”* true God his reveated 
himſelf as a merciful Father, through his Se Jeſus 
Chriſt, by many operations of his Holy Spirit, to 
recover man from a ſtate of ignorance, depravity, 
and damnation; and to bring him into a ſtate of 
E 6 5 


1 8 ] 
wiſdom, innocence, and cee Epheſ”i i. * 
TS John ni. 16. 

Note. There is "oy one God, and there is none 
ae But God took thoſe names, Father, Son, 
Spirit, not to defcribe his manner of exiſting, but 
his manner of aCting ; not what he is in himſelf, 
but how he ' ſtands related to us in the Goſpet 
difpenſation ; and that we fhoutd know and obey 
him as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
of By many intimations and prophecies, a great De- 
| Hverer of mankind was made known in ancient 
times, under different characters and names— 

as a Son, from the polteraty of Abraham, Gen, 


xxii. 18. 
as a great Prophet, Deut. xviii.-18, 19. 
as a Meſſiah, or Chrift, that is, an Anointed, or a 
King. Dan. ix. 2427. | 
Two remarkable prophecies of the manner of his 
death are FEI in Pf. xxii. and Iſa. Hit. 


III. by 


Al theſe prophecies have been fulfilled in Feſur, 


who, as the Saviour of the world, did three things: 


x. By his derine he has introduced and eſta- 


bliſhed true Religion in the world, making known 
the will of God in the cleareſt light. Matth. ix. 35. 
2. He has ſet us a pattern of holineſs, and of all 

| our 


{ 1 


£893: © 
— our duties, by kis own praflice and bung 1 Pet. 
17 Il. 21. 


3. He has ſealed his doctrine with his blood, 8 


obtained pardon of fin and everla ſting life for us 
+ by his death, 2 Cor. v. 15—21. 1 


elf, IL 2 4 © . r/ 
ſpel Ante ret A. nic ach eren ALL: 
bey Though there are in this great work of Redemp- 


tion, as in the works of Nature, many myſteries 
which we cannot fully comprehend, yet it is: 
ſtamped with divine wiſdom, * . 
1 Cob i, 14. % ww! {onisid 

The way to. have an- intereſt. Joi Chr, and to 
receive mercy at his hands, is to repent of our ſins, 
to have faith in him as our Saviour, and to, obey 
him as our Lord · Tit. i li. 11—14. 


See Milton's TU Loft and. Regaiaed. 7 
5 a Is * | 
Queens. 


I. Is it the will of God —— ſhould pe- 
riſh ? 


Is it our own fault if we remain in error and 
ſin? 


Is God a merciful Father? 
What is the greateſt proof of his paternal lo ve 


Il. Was a Saviour made known lang b. before his 
coming? 


- | 1 
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What 


— 
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92 What promiſe was given to Fre z 

What did God promiſe to Moſes ? 

What means the word Meſſiah, or Chriſt ? 
Ts it a worldly or a ſpiritual kingdom that 
" = Chriſt was to eſtabliſh in the world? 

What ſort of violent death ſhould Chriſt die? 


II. Who is the promiſed Meſſiah, or Saviour? 
— "What did Jeſus Chriſt do 'as the Saviour of 
men? 
What did Jeſus Chriſt teach? 
Did he do himſelf what he taught? 
What has he obtained for us by his death? 


. Can we fully comprehend the woe of Re. 


— N 
* 


demption? | | 
What is a myſtery ? h 
Are there not alſo many myſterio things in 
Nature ? 
Which is the way to partake of God's mercy 8 
Chriſt ? 5 
r 
n 
- Of the Defarine or Religion of Jia Clip J 
enn w 


— THE Religion of Jeſus | is far ſuperior | to the W 1; 


Religion gf Nature, in its doctrines, duties, and, 
power: John vi. 68, 


Let 


C #7 7 
Let us then learn to know his Religion in hi- 
own words, or what He himſelf has taught. 


1. Do@rines - 9 

of God that he is a > Spirit, and muſt. be wor- 
ſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. John iv. 1-34. 

of God's Providence — that he is peculiarly atten» 
tive to the welfare of his reaſonable creatures, go- 
verning them agreeably to the laws of infinite juſ- 
tice, tempered wich mercy and n ee 
Matth. vi. 26-30. 

of Adan's Sinful 1 ii. 121. Ts 
of Himſei that he came inte the world to lap 
down his life for the good of mankind. John Xs. 
11—18. 

of the Immortality of the Soul, and of the reſurrec= 
tion of the body John v. 19-30. 

of the Laſt Judgment. — Matth. xxv. 31—46. 


2. Precepts of duty towards God and man.— He | 
inſtructs and exhorts us to that real change, that 
renovation, of heart and purity of life, and a conti- 
nual advancement therein, which makes us able 
and fit to love God above all things, and our fel- 
low- creatures as ourſelves — to perform all the ſocial 
and relative duties towards them, which muſt qua- 
lify us for the enjoyment of ae here and 
hereafter. 


A ſummary of | his moral precepts is found in 
the 


tu 1 
Aera "which he preattied uren cke ost 
Matth. v. I. Vi. Wan 


II. gas : 

„The döktrine and religion of f Telus then is de- 
agredtch dae on every faculty of the ſoul} to 
"enlighten'vur minds, to reform our hearts, to com- 
fort. ur coiifeiente,” and to excite-us to the prac- 
tice of genuine piety and virtue, by the moſt pow- 
erful motives, by hope and by fear, by joy, love and 
intereſt. Happy is he who knows the influence 
of the Goſpel 1 upon the chriſtian life by his own 
* Seeed vii. 16, 17. Wa 
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See the Religion 1 Jeſus delineated 4 aon 
1726. 4tO. 
* efley's Sermons on the” Sermon which 
W e enen tlie Mount. | 


bx 


i 5 Oui. 2 3H 
l. Is the religion or doctrine of Nur very E 
cellent? | 

Did Peter: with for a better dogttine? 


bs 5 Has not Chriſt repreſented the Deity in a oſt 
_ admirable and amiable light? 597 
What does he teach of God's providence: 25 
What does he ſay of man ? 
How has he repreſented himſelf to us p 


Does 


2; 


II, 


ao I; * | 
ts Does Chriſt alſo give us a clear account of the 
0 inviſible world and eternity? 

2. Where do we find a ſhort Gb of his wen 


le- poogeptnF;/ £176 025/5 ef S409 549 
What is the ſpring and motive of all Chrif- 


m- tian duties ? 


ac- u. In what manner can you beſt be ey of : 
the divine excellency of Chriſt's doctrine? 


1 


Of the Character and Example of Jaa. 


0 $5775 
THE doQtrines which Chriſt has taught, and 
the duties he preſcribed, however excellent in theme» 
ſelves, have been enforced and illuſtrated in the 


character and life of - Chriſt, that faithful copy and © 
example of all piety and virtue. Its beauty is above" 


706 all deſcription. Of him we learn, | 
1 1. With regard to our duty to Gad, | 
| Love and abedience. How fubmiſſive was he to his 


% Wather's will, how attentive to his pleaſure, how | 
' Wcalous for his honour! John iv. 34. 


2 
7 10 Reſignation and patience under ene Matth, 
xvi. 38, 39. Dar lt 1 {| 
b Humility. Phil. ii. 7. 1 . 
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2. Wich regard to our relative duties, 
Univerſal love and good-will fowards mankind, 
In all his commerce with men, we find him pru- 
dent, gentle, benign, attentive- to their welfare, 
embracing every opportunity to inſtruct, corre, 
reform and aſſiſt them, mourning over his country, 
and ſacrificing himſelf for the public good. John x, 
12—18. 

Tenderneſs to his friends. John xvii. 

Cenergicy and pity towards his enemies. Luke 
xxiii. 34. 

Submiſſion to parents and to the ruling powers. 


3. With regard to ourſelves, 
Moderation, ſelf-denial, equanimity in diſtreſs, 
urity of heart, a generous contempt of the plea. 
fures, the vanities, and the honours of this world, 
ER, 
* in fulfilling our lawful callings, Joh 


Ix, 4. 
| | _ ih 
Whoever profeſſes to be his follower, muſt be ol 
the ſame mind, and endeavour to copy after thi! 
Uluſtrious pattern of virtue and piety. 1 Pet. i. 
21—25. 1 John ii. 3—6, 

Let us draw here the picture of a true Chri ian 
He has not only the name, but the power, of a Chril 
tian. His heart is altered and renewed by trut 
xepentance, and by a living faith in Chriſt, 1 


91 3 

ful in good works. He imitates the examphe of 

kind. jeſus Chriſt, his Saviour—like him, obeying the will. 
pru-M of God as the rule of life, ſubmitting to it with 

fare, WW patience in trials and afflictions, praying to God in 
rre, public and private with devotion, reading and: 
untry,W contemplating the word of God, particularly the 
ohn x. WM Goſpel, with attention, and examining, and forming 
his heart and conduct by it. He loves his God 

above all things, and his fellow-creatures as him- 
LukeW {elf ; he abhors all things. ſinful, and ſtudies. and 

| practiſes all the chriſtian virtues. He forgives his 


ers. MW cticmies—is meek, calm, and acquiefcing—is. con- 
| tented in the ſituation allotted him—and lives in a 

iftreſs. i} ſeady dependence on the parent of all, the giver of 

e ple. very good gift. He is active and induſtrious in his 


calling, and fulfils all his general and relative duties, 
which he owes to his God, to his neighbours, and 
to himſelf. Te ſhall know them by their fruitt. 


59 tort UI. 
Though we never can come up to that 2 pate 
tern of moral rectitude and perfection, yet it is 
our duty and intereſt to come nearer to it by re- 

peated exerciſes. Phil. 1 Ui. 125 13. 
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Chi See The Life r ——— White's 
by tr] Bampton Lectures, Sermon v. 1705 3 and in the 
t, fru Hiſtorical Part of this Syſtem 20G} 4 

f See 
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See alfs Thomas & Kempis on the Imitation of 
Chriſt; or the Chriftian's Pattern, repeatedly Wan 
in enen e ce _ reg | 
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| Who has left us the beſt Oe of Bu «nd my 


tue to imitate ? 

Wit do we learn 5 Chriſt N regard to our 
duties? ine { FM 
Give me a Artern of a true Chitin N M 

Is it poſſible to attain to Chriſt's perſection : wk 
Buc how do we come nearer to We” Ur ens 


of Chris Mering. and Death, 1 
THE Hiſtory of Chriſt's ſufferings and death is aw- 
ful, and beyond example. His whole life was a ſuf- 
- fering ſtate ;. for he expoſed himſelf not only to the 
neceſſities and infirmities dommem, to all, but un- 
derwent many inconveniencies and troubles of 2 


low and unſettled condition. The prejudices and 
miſapprehenſions of his diſciples and friends on 


one Hand, and the perverſenefs and malice of his 
enemies; on the other, were no ſmall trials. Aſter 
a ſpotleſs. and An ſpent in doing good, be 


9 Was 


F 
of vas accuſed by his enemies, to the Roman ang; 
ates as a blaſphemer againſt their Law, and as a rebel 
5 againſt the Emperor. One of his diſciples, Judas, 
betrayed Peter denied —and all forſook him. His 
rial before the eceleſtaſlical and civil! courts Was 
„ unjuſt, tumultuous, and cruel. On the Mount of 
Olives, his ſoul was exceeding ſorrowful, even 
unto death. Being abuſed, ſcourged, erqwnedi in 
cruel - mockery; with - thorns, and nailed to the 
croſs, he ſuffered like a lamb in. flent reſignation 
to his Father's will. The comforts of the Divine 
preſence were, for myſterious reaſons, withholden 
from him in his laſt hours, till he exclaimed: It is 
fini hed Faber, into thy hands T commend my Spitit ö 
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt, Al 
theſe ſuffetings are of an extraotdinary nature, if 
we conſider the divine dignity of the perſon that 
ſuffered — and that he was guiltleſs, and gave his life 
as a voluntary ſacrifice. John x. 17, 18. 


3 Na 8 21 $ 
V3 EEE GEE OT 
2 22 213. 


to the The D W een and Reaſons of Chiles s ſufferin 3 
at un- death were different on the part ot. nen, and on the 
s of-3 part of Cad, 
es and Men thought evil againſt him z but. God meant 
it unto good His enemies were enraged and! im- 
of his placable againſt him, becauſe he had torn off the 
maſks of their hypocriſy, and ſhewed them to the 
Kople ! in their true * The maison of 

the 


TL JT. + 
the Jewiſh nation at chat time hold up to the 


world a woful picture of the degeneracy; of hu- 


man nature, e eee a nation may ſink into 

the blackeſt crimes. in 509) 1 I — bay 
But Cod permitted mM this Jor jut and wie tix 

Joris, and uſed it as the means of promoting the 


ſpiritual happineſs of mankind. . | i 


1. The firſt reafon is, that Chriſt might be an 


example of obedlence, meeknefſs, patience, love of 
enemies, and other chriſtian virtues. 1 Pet. ii. 23. 


2. That he might thus confirm the truth of bis 
defrine, and ſeal it with his blood. 1 Tim. vi. 13. 


3- That be, from his cavn experience, might feel 
the miſeries of a ſinful world, and be able to ſuc- 
cour them that, are. . Heb. ii. 17, 18, 
Luke xxiv. 26. - 


4. That the geanu of Ifa. lit. and Pf, xxii. 
might be fulfiled. 


g. Jews and Heathens were uſed to expiate 

their fins, g r to appeaſe the Deity, with certain 
bloody lacrifces, to obtain forgiveneſs of their (ins. 
God, DES ] in his wiſdom, appointed this me- 
thod of reconciling the world to himſelf, and made 
the dea of Chriſt an expiatory facri Mice, declaring 


CG ILIGST #45 F 


that {3 would a ber Ave as an irony anc! and for 


7 2. the 


Ct 95, ] 1 
the glory of the divine attributes, and of his moral 


hu- government of the world, mingling juſtice /with 
into Wncrcy, and leading ſinful men to repentance and 
amendment, by ſuch means and motives as are 


beſt ſuited to their faculties, and to inſpire them 
with love, humility, gratitude, and diligence. ' | 
Let us love bim, becauſe he firft loved us. 1 John 


Ry 4 TS. 1 \ 7 | . | 
N Jn III. |. il za n 
23. The terms on which we are to expect God's 
of bis Mercy, through Chriſt, are, not that we live a life 
. 13. Wo! finning and repenting, not that we abſtain from 
it feel Iſome fins and indulge in others, but that we fo 
o ſuc- Nrepent of a// our fins as not wwilfully to fin again. 


„ 18. Cor. v. 15, 20. 1 Pet. ii. 24. Heb. x. 26, 27. 


ro 


Xx See Biſhop Porteus's Earneſt Exhortation to the 
religious Obſervance of Good Friday. 


xpiate , TW. Baters Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
9 in the Work of Redemption. 5.44 ; 
ir fins. Y 

his me- & ng . 

d made I. Where did Chriſt bo after he had inſtituted his 
claring holy Supper? , | 

nd for- What was the could of his agony in 196. gar- 

8 den of Gethſemane? 


Who 


; | * * 1 
Ws deb hM Di * $199 ft 
Before what coutts wis Jeſus tied ? 
nnn ene did his enemies bring en 
Mm? 1113 1 T3514 o ati 
e hs Rules of the” Jews to be b 7 
much exaſperated againſt * as to ſeek M nacr 
| to deſtroy him? 
What did Pilate determine concerning Jeſus? 


Ho did. the blefled J eee en in its t 


„ , bis fußferingſ ß ar 
What makes his ſufferings ſo i partake... Lay 
Hoy Was Chriſt's; Innocence proved 2 1 15 | 2 
What conſtrained him 9 die? tuo u 30 1 true 

I. Was che deſign of his enemies different from true 
ie God wit 
For what reaſons has God permit all ching of 
take place? 4 mn 

Me there a great wiſdom of God vibe in this { 
"great work of Redemption? e | 


III. What influence ſhould this a; dont 
have upon our hearts and lives? 
Can we expect pardon if we fin wilfully? 
What are the terms on which mercy and for- 
Wen are err to us n 
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x Of Faith in Chriſt... 1 . 
> F F 
gain L | 
deb Tux word Faith has different meanings in the 
o ferk Wizcred writings. — 


1. It means the Chriſtian Dodtrine or Reli | 
gion, as it carries along with it a full conviction of 
its truth to a conſiderate mind, and is oppoſed to the 
imperfect works and ceremonies of the n 
3 Galat. iii. 233. 

The knowledge, W and practice of 
true « Chriſtianity 3 which enlighten our mind with 
true wiſdom, reform our heart and lives, inſpire us 


eſus ? 


elf i 


9333 
- A 


this to Hof Chriſt, and open to us the proſpect of a bleſſed 
immortality.  Ephef. i. 8, 9, 10. | 

in this MW Note. — To have faith, or to believe in Cluilt, is 

2 to know, to embrace and profeſs his religion, to be 

Arise convinced of the truth of his divine doctrine, to 

| rcly on his promiſe, and to obſerve his laws and 

ry precepts, which make us l 15 51 virtuous and 

ar, 


Faith means alſo an . integrity in our 
words and actions, ſo that others can give us credit 
and rely on our truth and honeſty. 1 Tim. i. 5. 


0 . ö * 


with confidence in the gracious promiſes and merit 


. 


E 
* N it a - Wui 
bl Faith in Chriſt, or the knowledge and practice d ' 
1 the Chriſtian Religion, | is either weak or ſtrong is n 
5 dead or living. F 
1. Weak, when the knowledge and praclide ol * 
: it is but imperfect, and has to encounter many dif. 
M fGiculties within and without. Strong, when it en b 
Joys a greater degree of conviction and confidence, 
and becomes daily more victorious as it gron e 
1 jp daily 3 in ſtrength. 
\ {#0 | 2. Dead, when it is a mere | hiſtorical knowledge 
1 . 5 of, or a blind confidence i in Chriſt, like a body with- 
„ * ſpirit, like a tree without fruit: But living and 
1% ſaving, when it is productive of good works, and 
prompts us to the exerciſe of all the Chriſtian vir 
tues. James ii. 14—28. s 
III. 


This living and active principle in the ſoul, 
while it encourages us to all that is good, keeps u 
_ humble, fo that we are not proud of our good works 
\ . F 1 1 and virtues. ] 
18 1. Faith is N of good works, as light I 

Te Bat ſtill we have reaſon to be humble before 
God. \ 62 


I, 


* 
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| { 99 Io 
For tis our duty, to do as much good a we can. 
Luke xvii. 10. 
The power of doing 850d comes from God, and 
s not our own. Phil. 11. 13. | 
Even our beſt works are imperſe&—for | 
a. we are aCtuated moſtly by ſelfiſh principles, as 


Nice of 
ſtrong, 


Xice of | 
my dif. ſelf-love, intereſt, honour, &c. 
1 it en b. there remain in us many bad and illicit de- 


fires, which the law of God forbids, 
c. imperfeCtion, weakneſs, and infirmity is our 
lot, till we die. \ | 


adenct, 


grom 


0 


* — 


See V. Romainss Treatiſe upon the Life of Faith. 
Lond. 1764+ And-his Treatiſe on the Walk of 


wledge 
ly with- 


9] aith. Lond. 1791. 2 vols. 
= „n Arndt's True Chriſtianity. Lond. 1712. 


An old, but excellent work, breathing throughout a 
ſpirit of truly Chriſtian ſimplicity and power, and 
which has been tranſlated into almoſt all the lan- 


ie ſouhisvages of the world. 
ceeps u ä ee 
d works * Que ſtiont. 
I. Faith in Chriſt—being ſo often mentioned in 
light i Holy Writ, as the only thing which makes 
us acceptable in the ſight of God, or happy, 
e befort — What do you underſtand by it? 


1. Does it ſignify ſometimes the | Chriſtian Reli- | 
Fot gion? 


FI... | 2, But . 


; EY 3 f [ 100. ] 


&-But what 5; is the full ſenſe of it in moſt places 2. 

What is it if you have faith in a friend 7 the 1 

ls it not the ſame en in mt Mat 

1 How is Faith divided? enen 

What is a dead Fach? J. x 
Can this avail us any ng aan 


What is a living Faith? Wi. edle 
Since there are many profeſſors, but wil: * 


ſeſſors, of true Enriſtianity; W muſt you 
aim at? 


| B 
; Ul. What does the Faith in Chriſt Wang 2 Ne! 
Rot « can all your wood works lave you? 1. 

5 ky” | " 3 6 on | = linfy 

| | 

| Of the Bj and xrel. of i true Piet. in * Hunan our 

58 $3 Soul, ps et ei AQ 


* V 

THE Neceſſity of a reform or change in man 

appears from the ſinful ſtate he is in when left to 

| himſelf, His underſtanding is darkened; his will 

| Inclined to inordinate defires; his heart infected by 

the poiſon of ſin; his conſcience hardened; and. the 

nobler principles of his ſpirit are wn by 
the dominion of ſenſuality. 

1. There is an innate diſorder—which 4 that 
firſt of all the heart muſt be renewed, to be truly 
pious. John iii. 5, 6. PL Ii. 10-13. FE: 
| 1 5 | 2. This 


. 
aces ? 2. This inward diforder breaks out itt vices 
te moſt criminal and heinous; Rom. iii iii 10-18. 

Matth. xv. 19. Gal. v. 19-217. We 
The happy change and alteration which take 
place in the heart and life of man, is enforced and 
deſcribed in Scripture under the general name of 
regeneration and converſion, or that we muſt be 
reformed and become new creatures. 2 Cor. v. 17. 
But the order of the different ſtages in which 
the riſe and progreſs of true piety proceeds, is this 


1. Firſt of all we are called, or awakened from: 
ſinful fleep. Epheſ. v. 14. Rom. ii. 4. 


2. Our dark mind is enlightened, ſo that we ſee 
our forlorn condition, and ww we ought to bee 
Acts xvili. 26. 


3. Then follows repentance, ſha me, ſorrow and 
grief for our paſt conduct. 2 Cor. vii. 10. 


humble confidence and truſt in God's mercy through 


Rom. viii. 31, 32. 


7 This Faith inſpires the heart with ls and 
gratitude, to day God > will, and to be fruitful i in 


4 0 


6, Perſeverance conbiſls i in a 4 daily renewal of our 


' This T3 covenant 


\ . 


4. A ſaving Faith in Chrift as our Saviour, or 2 


Chriſt, that our ſins are forgiven if we return. 


RO 


( 162 1 
. covenant with God, and in the progreſſive i iovprom 
ment of holineſs. Col. iii. 10. 
- _- Nete—All the different ſimilitudes and name 
| ſuch as illumination, converſion, regeneration, re. 
pentance, &c. expreſs one and the ſame 8 work d 
amendment and reformation. 
All ſuch perſons as are truly reformed by the 
_ Chriſtian Doctrine, are called the illuminated, the 
regenerated, the converted, the beloved and eled 
| children of God, &c. 


Fi W 
This great work is aſcribed to the gracious ope- 
ration of God's holy ſpirit, or to the powerful 
effect of truth upon the human mind. Luke xi. 13 

We have ſome examples of - in/tantaneous conver- 

, fon by ſtriking accidents, ſuch as by thunder. 8. 
ſtorms, ſudden deaths, public calamities, and pri- 
vate afflictions; as that of St. Paul, Acts ix. 1, 4 

faq. of Galen, who was converted from an atheiſt 
by contemplating a ſkeleton ; of Luther, &c. 
But man muſt make proper uſe of the means of 
grace to be converted and to improve in piety- 
hear and read the word of God—go to the Lord's 
- Qupper—watch his heart and conduct, avoid al 
occaſion to fin, keep good company, and converle 
with good and pious friends think often of his 
death, and of eternity, &c. 


. IV. Ts 
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IV. 


4 


This great work of reformation and improve- 
ment is progreſſive, has its degrees, and muſt be 


ntinued unto the end of our life. Man is not in , 
moment all what he ought to be, but ſhould not 


clay a moment to make the beginning, and early 


piety has many and great advantages; for it is very 
lifficult to be converted to God, when the heart 


s grown callous and fin becomes habitual. ' In 
proportion to our holineſs and piety our happineſs 
ncreaſes; and if we do not improve, we go back, 
row worſe, and loſe our privileges as Chriſtians. 
Jer. xiii. 23. Ezek. xxxiii, 12—16, Heb, vi. 
8. | : : 


9 
* 


— _—. 


See Deddridge's Riſe and Progreſs of Piety in the 
Human Soul. 
D. Fenning's Beauty and Benefit of Early 
Piety, Lond. 4th edit. 1752. 


— 


Queſtiont. 
. Can we be happy if we find ourſelves in a bad 
and ſinful ſtate? 
Is it not the firſt care of an invalid to recover 
his health? — 
What is our ſtate by nature? 
I, What is the root of all fin and ſorrow | 3+ 
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2. Can you tell the black catalogue of vices 
which our Saviour ſays proceed from the 


heart? 
Is a reformation neceffary ? 8 


'T ake an inſtance from a tree, which 100 none, 4 


or bad fruit ; a better ſort of fruit, and a new 
FF branch, is ingrafted into it. "EE 


5 ah Under what general name is the amelioration 
of man repreſented in Scripture ? | 
43 1. a man on a journey has miſtaken the right 
way, what muſt he do ? | 
Is it to be underſtood literally, or ſpiritually; if 
we are taught to be regenerated or born 
again? 


1. Would not a man, whoſe houſe is on fire, and 


who lies in a deep fleep, be burnt alive if he 
| ſhould not awake? | 
2. Would not a man go aſtray and bewilder him- 
ſelf, and come to a precipice in a foreſt, in 
the night, if a friendly voice did not call 
him, or a glimpſe of light appear to him ? 
If you are in the dark, can you ſee the objects 
around you? 
But if a light is brought, you can ? 
3. Did you ever ſhed tears in your life? 
What is a worldly ſorrow ? | 
What is a godly ſorrow and repentance ? 


4. Will God forgive ſins ? 


Who 


III. 


IV. 


III. : 


IV. 


3 Of 1 OH 1 
Who has declared and affured us of that? 
Remember the hiſtory of the Prodigal, who 
returned to his kind father. 


5. Is it ſufficient to repent. and to lbs, or muſt 
, we alſo obey ? 5 
If we have partaken of the divine nature, | 
muſt the ſimilarity and image of it be 
expreſſed in our temper and conduct? 


e 


6. But is it enough to make a good beginning? 
Who is the author of all that is good? 
Did you ever pray for a new and good heart? 
I would willingly give it you, but it is not 
in mine, nor your's, nor any man's power, 
to give you ſuch a treaſure. But pray 
for it. 
Were not ſome men comerted inſtanta - 
' neouſly ? 4 
Who, and by what means? 
But muſt you expect cles furt. N 
and extraordinary? | 
What means muſt you uſe ? 


Muſt.1 we be good only ſometimes, or al- 

Is man at once what he can be? 

When is the proper time to ſet out in dien 

and virtue? | 

Are you to be aſhamed: or © Giſpirite, if 
„ others 
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ae ſneer and ſcoff at * for being 


religious? 


Why is it ſo difficult to be Win! in old 


age ? 


Are neglect and delay dangerous? _ 
Can a perſon that has been good, fall back 


and grow worſe ? 


Have, we ſuch inſtances of backſliders ? | 
But what ſhould be done to prevent ſuch a 


dreadful fall ? 


07 the Happineſs f Pious and Good Men. 


| 


THE benefit and bleſſing ariſing from ſuch a 
reformed ſtate of the heart, and from a chriſtian 
courſe, is true and laſting happineſs in this and ano- 


ther 2 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
II. 


The bleſſings N ſuch a ſtate, in the pre- 


ſent world, are either ſpiritual or temporal. 


* 


1. Spiritual bleſſings, relating to the ſoul, are, 
forgiveneſs of fin, and peace of the mind, 


Rom. viii. . 


Auplin, or the privilege of being children of 


God. Rom. viii. 14—17. 


Tufifiation 


Te 


re, 


a L* J 07 1 . 

7ubification, or that we pleaſe God, becauſe we 
know that he has forgiven us our former ſins, 
and will not puniſh us for the remaining im- 
perfection and infirmity. Before God, we are 
juſtified by his grace through Chriſt ; before the, 
world, by our good works and actions; before 
ourſelves, by the conſciouſneſs of our moral 

rectitude. 1 Cor. i. 30. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 

Communion with God. 1 John i. 7. 

Reſa nation and joy in all our afflictions. Rom. 
v. I 2. | 

2, Temporal advantages, ike from a chriſtian 
temper and conduct. 

Health is greatly preſerved and confirmed by i in- 
ward order and regularity—by chriſtian mode- 
ration, chaſtity, and temperance. 

Liberty, by the contempt of the pleaſures, honours, 
and vanities of this world—and by the ſtrength 
of our minds, to chooſe and do only what is 

true and good, 
Credit, and a good name and character, by being 
honeſt and upright in all our dealings” 

Property is increaſed by honeſt induſtry, and even 
poverty is bore with contentedneſs and fru- 
gality. 

Pleaſure is taſted with greater refinement, ſince it 
is enjoyed with a joyful heart, and gratitude 
that all is the gift of a Heavenly Father. 


| E 108 J 
U 


The reward and happineſs of true Chriſtians 
will be greater ſtill in the future ſtate; for they 


The place of their abode, Heaven, Revel. xxi. 14. 
A glorified and immortal. wy Phil. iti. 20, 21, 


Luke xx. 35, 36. 


1 Cor. xiii. 9—12. 
Pleaſant and noble ocenpations. Matth. xxv. 21. 


The Society. of my and of the Elect children 


„ 
2 


See Blair's Sermon on the W of a Fu- 
ture State. | — 


PETR | 


1.. What is the only way to nn laſting 


happineſs ? 


1. Win godlineſs make you happy only in a 
Tank td future ſtate, or has it already influence 


upen promoting your e in this 
Wor Id? 5 


1. What ſpiritual bleſſings do Jou derive from 
true godlineſs : | 


2. And 


| will enjoy a happy immortality. and everlaſting life 
after death. 1 Thefl, v. 23. 2 Tim. iv. 18. | 


Enlargement of their intellectual and moral kues | 


III. 


7. 


nd 


III. 


[ 109 1 | 

2. And how does it promote your temporal 
well-being ? 

Is health a precious gift ? ? 

How is it preſerved ?_ 

Wherein does true liberty conſiſt - | 

© How can you beſt preſerve your credit and 
good character? 

What is the beſt way to be rich? 

Who enjoys pleaſure moſt ? 


Will pious and good men be alſo rewarded 
in a future ſtate ? 


Have they any fear to die? 
To what place do they go? 
Will they have ſuch frail and mortal bodies 
as they have now? 
Will they have a greater knowledge? 
Shall we be free from all work in Heaven ? 
What company are we to meet in Heaven ? 


Do you wiſh to be in ſuch a happy ftate ? 
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THE MORAL PART. 


Tic this ny we have to confider, firſt, our duties, 
and, ſecondly, the means or helps by which we are 
enabled to perform thoſe duties. 


Of Morality, or Duties in general. 
E 


 Mox4121TY is a fcience which teaches us the 


forming and direQing of our manners, in order to 


attain happineſs agreeable to human nature; or it 


is the doctrine of the duties of life, of virtue and 


vice, of what we are to do or to omit. 


I. 


\ 


Brutes are deſtitute of a moral nature, becauſe 


they act by a mere inſtinct, and not by reaſon. But 
man is a moral and free agent: the moral facul- 


ties of his ſoul are, underſtanding, or the power of 


reaſoning and judging—free will, to chooſe between 


two objects - and conſe Hence, or the moral fenſe of 
what is right or wrong. 


A moral law is the rule by which we have to re- 
gulate our manners and conduct; and is either uni- 


venſal, for all mankind—or particular, for certain 


times and Places only. 


1 | | A moral 


th 


ge ID- 


f 
1 
f 


0 


„ 


A moral ation is good or evil, if we have either 


voluntarily conformed ourſelves to the law, or op- 
poſed it; and this makes us accountable or ſub- 


ject to reproach or ** to reward or puniſh 
ment. 


Our moral obligations or duties are founded in the 
eternal and unalterable law, will, and command of 
God our maker. That our regard to the will of the 
Deity ought to be the ſupreme rule of our conduct, 
can be doubted of by nobody who believes his 


exiſtence, His moral law, common to all men, 


is contained in our hearts, or in the moral ſenſe 
of human nature. Rom. ii. 14—16. 
in the ten commandments, Exod. xx. and 


in the moral precepts of Jeſus Chriſt, who did not 


come to deſtroy, but to fulfil the law. Matth. 


v. 17, 18. 
i IV. 


The Ten Di which Moſes.gave to 
the Iſraelites, in the name of God, are theſe: 


Exod. xx. 
1. Thou ſhalt have no other gods but me. 
2. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf any graven 
image, nor the likeneſs of any thing that is in 


heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in 
the water under the earth. Thou ſhalt not bow 


down to them, nar worſhip them. 


3. Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy 


God 


% 
—— * _ 7 os = bl 
ON Serum Rn ns £ . 
3 = — — — = 


. 
- 
* 
= 
— — a — <4 — — * 
2 . — — 


=. 
"= 


_ — 
_ 3 


„ 
- 
. 
. — — APR. << 
—B 7. = 


- - — 2 
— — 263— — —— 


— ——— —_——— — 0. 3 
— — - —_ 5 — , 


— - _————— 1 3 
— - — — 


— — 


— 
m_ — — - 


— 


” a, - 


Cie 1 


|: God in vain; for tlie Lord will not Kot lim 
guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain! '* 


F 


4 Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath. 


day. 
5. Honour thy father welder, that thy Yin 
may be long in the land en the N thy 
God giveth thee. V) 


6. Thou ſhalt: do no murder. 


*. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 


5. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 


9: Thou ſhalt not- bear falſe witneſs againſt thy: 
- neighbour. 


10. Thou ſhalt not covet the bor Bouſe ; 


thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor 


his ſervant, nor his maid, nor lis o, nor his 


aſs, nor any thing that is his. 
General obſervations concerning theſe. Ten Com- 


An deentsTkey were-: chiefly defigned for the 


-Ifraelites; and are by no means a complete ſyſtem of 


1 morality for Chriſtians. But they are binding on 


us, ſo far as they are repeated and enforced in the 
N. T. as unalterable laws and rules for all man- 
kind *. In every commandment in which ſome- 
thing cis forbidden, ſomething is alſo required. And 


nt only outward actions, but alſo words, and 


thoughts and deſires of the heath come withit the 
dates tho ye 


9 ** 


* Rom, xiii 8, 9, 10% 


v. But 


C: in Þ | 
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Þ Dut the moral precepts of Jeſus Chrift contain 
85 2 more perfect moral law and rule, by which we as 

* Chriſtians have to regulate our conduct. They 


| are to be collected from his diſcourſes in the writ- 
f ings of the MS id 5 and the moſt e 
are theſe: f 
1. Thou ſhalt love the Lac > ally Cod, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the firſt and great com- 
mandment. Matth. xxii. 37. | 

2. The ſecond is like unto it: Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thyſelf. 

3. A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another. By this ſhall men know 
that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one to | 

another. John xiii. 34, 35. 7 a 

4. Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them that deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute | 
you, that you may be the children of your 
Father in Heaven. Matth. v. 44, 45. | 

5. All things whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do ye even o to them. : 
Matth. vii. 12. | 

6. If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himſelf, and take * his croſs daily and follow 


me. Luke ix. 23. A 
7. Re- 


— 


* 


4 14 ] 
7. Remember the words of the Lord Jeſus, how 


he faid ; It is more bleſſed to give chan to re- 


ecive. Acts xx. 35. 


8. Seel ye firſt the kingdom of God and his 
righteouſneſs. Matth. vi. 33. 


8. Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that 405 | 
may ſee your good works, and , glorify your 


Father which is in Heaven. Match. v. 16. 


10. Be ye perfect, even as your Father which is 


in Heaven is perfect. Matth. v. 48. 
13 1 


The eſtimate of the morality of an action, upon 
which its whole virtue or vice muſt ultimately de- 


pend, is to be made from the ſentiment or affection 
of the heart, from which any action proceeds: and 
this ſtate or intention of the heart may be con- 
ſidered in two different relations; firſt, in relation 
to the cauſe which excites it, or the motive which 
gives occaſion to it; and, ſecondly, in relation to the 
end which it propoſes, or the ect which it tends to 
dee. 

More guilt attaches to an unlawful action, which 
is committed by perſons high in rank and office, of 
better information, of greater abilities, &c. The 
more a man is bleſſed by gracious providence with 
the means of doing good, the more it is his duty to 
ſet a good * to his inferiors, as a ſovereign, 

© - | a-rich 


— 


LE 


„ 


t us 1 | 
2 rich man, a judge, a preacher, &c. It is in vain 
in the latter to preach to others morality in words, 
while every part of his own conduct is immoral. 
John xix. 11. 

But the purer the deſign and intention of the 
heart is, the more inward conflict it coſts to over 
come a paſſion; the greater temptations are to reſiſt ; 
the more beneficial effects reſult from it for ſociety, 
the nobler is an ation. For inſtance, 1 * Gen. 
Xxxix. 9. 


See A. Smiths Theory of Moral Sentiments, th 


edit. Lond. 1 781. 
The Morality of the New Teſtament, di- 
* under ner heads. Lond. 1 766. 


» 


25 i" 
I. What! is morality ? 


II. Are brutes moral creatures? 
What makes man to be a moral and free agent? 
Can the actions of infants or inſane perſons 
be imputed to them? 
What is a moral law ? 
What is a moral action? 
Are irrational creatures capable of moral ac- 


tions? \ 
Can you bring a cat, a dog, Ke. to an account 
for ſcaling ; 
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2” or rewarded ?. se 03 te a 
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an; What is the foundation of al our moral du- 

| e 0 

SG Is there a natural moral law common to a 

1 r 

. there any people or man in the world, hat 
would think any virtue to be a crime, or any 
crime to be virtuous? 


Who was the law-giver of is Jews # 
Who is our Maſter and Lord? 


ye Chiuft niorals as wal be Wiz * Uoe- 


moral law? | 1% GL TRY 
Are they binding on us? 
What is forbidden and ef in the firſt, 
ſecond, third, &c.? - Vou will find that God 


unhappy, and that he has commanded no- 
thing but what makes us happy. : 
V. Could we find as many commandments of 
Jeſus? * 
Which is the firſt and ane ? 
Which is the ſecond? 


Has morality | connection with religion? dad 


IV. What are the ten commandments of the Jewiſh 


has forbidden nothing but what makes us 


T7 2 What 


tw 1 1 


1 What; is the criterion of the falomers,of 
© of Chic? ib pot Ati 


| Are we to love alſo our enemies 15 


? What is the great rule of cunny which bee en- 5 
joined? _ 1 | 
nf What is it to deny ourſelves ?, : ; 
4 What memorable ſaying of Chriſt is mentioned 
in the Acts? 46 1 
What ought t be bur Giſt 1 N ih 


Is it our duty to give a good example to others? , 
Who is our greateſt pattern winch we are to 
copy after ? 


1 
of 
- 


Of our Duties to God. py ©: 0. 


4 " 


1 
AS ſoon as the exiſtence of a Supreme Being is 
proved, it follows that men, as his dependent crea- 
tures, owe him the higheſt love, gratitude and vene- - 
od ration. All our duties to God unite: in the ſenſe of 


us: our entire dependance on him, and in the. obedience 
10- to his moral laws; and are either inward operations 
. ol the mind, or outward actions. Mic. vi. 8. 
The inns cler, of the mind to God are — 
theſe; | | 1 
A at « 1. A 
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1. A clear and 5 knowledge of him, of his 
perfections, works and deſigns. John xvii. 3. 


2. The deepeſt Bumility and veneration. . 
XXIII. 10. | 


3. Loe, and its effeQts. 1 John iv. 19. 


4. Tru and confidence in him and in his pro 
miſes. 1 Pet. v. J. Rom. viii. 31, 32. 


58 Gratitude for divine favours and mercies re- 


ceived. Pf. ciii. 1. 


6. Contentment with his diſpenſations. Phil ir 
11, 12. 1 Tim. vi. 8. 


7. Patience and refignation under trials and afflic- 
tions. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 

8. A determined and conſtant reſolution to obey 
his laws, and to make his holy word the rule 
of our faith and conduct. 2 J ohn v. 6 Pl. 
exix. . 


m. 
But theſe diſpoſitions of the mind and heart muſt 
ſhew themſelves in dutiful actiont. Matth. vii. 21. 


1. Prayer, praiſe and —— Pl. I. 15. 
14 e eee. e, to 


2. Public and . Col. i 111. 16. Heb. 
. 
The Jews were to keep holy * Sabbath or ſe⸗ 


venth day of the week, Exod. xx. 9, 10. | 
The 


II. 


3. Abhorrence of falſity and lying, and the ove 


III. Does practical Chriſtianity conſiſt merely in 


1 ng 1 | 
The Chriſtians celebrate the Gr day of 9 .- 
week, or Sunday, which the Apoſtles intro- 


duced in remembrance of the * of - 
Chriſt. Acts xx. 7. 


and confe Non of truth = 
in taking a lawful oath, Matth. v. 8 
in common converſation, Epheſ. iv. 25. 
Perjury is not only a crime againſt ſociety, but 
alſo a great ſin againſt God. Prov. Xix. 5. 
Prov. vi. 16—19. 


4. Not a blind but a moderate and rational zeal 
for the honour ef God. Matth. x, 3%, 33. 


Rom. Xii. 1. 


Dueſtions. 
I. What do we owe to God in general ? 
Il. Are there ſome inward graces of the mind 
required of the true worthippers of God ? 
Which and how many are they ? | 
What did the great and good Robert Boyle do, 
as often as the name of God was mentioned? 


feelings and words, or in actions? | 
Is it lawful for a Chriſtian to take an oath ? BY = 
What is required of you, if you are called 


upon to give evidence and to take an oath 
in a court 7 


wh bo | 44 be | Dutt ts Ouran, a 


f 1 and — „ ; 


Com) 


- 
— 
— 
W a * * 2 " , 4 
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WE have to conſider ourſelves in a double ca. 
pacity; either as Men, or as Cbriſtiant; either a 
ſenſual creatures with a body, or as immortal beings 
with a /e; either as inhabitants of this world, or 
as pilgrims to eternity. From this conſideration 
ariſe our duties to ourſelves with regard to Soul, 


II. 
With regard to our Soul, as the principal part: i 
1. Self- knowledge and a well-regulated fell. love, f 
that we love ourſelves neither too much nor | 
_. too little. Know thyſelf ! was the firſt rule 
of an ancient wiſe philoſopher, and what 
David prayed for. Pf. cxxxix. 23. | N 
2. The care for the ſalvation or everlaſting hap- 
_  pineſs of our ſoul, the one thing needful. 
Match. vi. 33. xvi. 26. 8 
3. to cultivate our mind by improving our know- 
ledge in religion and uſeful ſcience. Pror. 
_ 2. Prov, ii. 10—13; Epheſ. i. 17, 18. . 
4. to preſerve a. good conſcience, character and 
credit. Acts xxiv. 16. Prov. xxii. 1. 
5. to watch and to regulate the inordinate deſires Bey 


of our heart; which are, luſt, avarice, pride. ſo con 
| 88 
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Luſt. 2 Tim. ii. 22. 

Avarice. Heb. xiii. 5, 

Pride. 1 Pet. v. 5, 6. 

III. 
With regard to our Body, life and health. 
1. Self-preſervation, or the care for a ſound con- 
ſtitution and good health. 5 þ 
Better is the poor, being ſound and flrong of confl 
tution, than a rich man that is Micted in his 
body. | 

Health' and giod eflate f body are abovd all git, 
and a firong body above infinite wealth, 

There is no riches above a ſound body, and no joy 
above the joy of the heart, Eeclefiafticus, or the 
Wiſdom of Jeſus the fon of Sirach, chap. 
XXX. ver. 14, 15, 16. 

My Son, prove thy ſoul in thy Tife, and ſo whats is 


hap- evil for it, and give not that unto * Chap. | 
Iful, XXXV11, VET. 27, 38. 

Suicide is a ſhocking crime, and ad com= 
10W- mitted by inſane or diſſolute men. Prov. 
roy. xxiv. 8. DAD. ' 

8. 2. Chaſtity, temperance and moderation in the 

and enjoyment of pleaſure. Rom. xiii. 13, 14+ 
1 Cor. vi. 20. 1 

eſires Beware of the fatal conſequences of lewdnels, | 


ride. MW fo common in great towns; and pray with Sirach— 
Luſt, G O Lord! 
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O Lord! Father and God of my life ! give me not a 
proud look ; turn away from me vain hopes and concu- 
Piſcence ; let not the greedineſs of the belly nor luſt of 
the fleſp take hold of me ; and give not over me thy 


ſervant into an impudent mind. . xxiii. IO 


|  Eccleſ. xi. . 


IV. 
With regard to our fate in the world. 


DEC 1. To chooſe a buſineſs ſuitable to our capacity and 
inclination, and to excel in it. 
a. To be induſtrious in our lawful callings. Prov. 
vi. 6—11. 2 Theſſ. iii. 10. 
— but without avarice, by lawful means, and 
for good deſigns. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 


3. To act always upon principles of true honour 
= e ern EY vanity, pride, or W 
1 „ + +». ambition. Phil. iv. 8. 
4. To be humble in proſperity, and to be patient 
and reſigned in adverſity. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18.— 
Remembering that afflictions are uſeful to us. 
1 Pet. iv. I, 2. 50 


_—_ Y 


c — 


See "Mafen on Self- -Knowledge. 
Richard Stezle's Religious Tradeſman. Pub- 


| liſhed by J. Watts, 1776. 
The Economy of Human Life. 


DBreftions 


_ >» — — — — Nl p * 
22 — — bf 5 p 2 
— 0 — * * 5 
— 8 —— — 
2 = 
b - 
* 


III. 


ub- 


on. 


J. 


III. 


4. 


I 123 J 
Dveftions. by 


In how many points of view is man to be con- 
fidered? 

Is man only created for the ſhort foan of this | 
life? 

Is there a living and immortal al principle within 
us? 

Do we owe ſome duties to ourſelves ? 


Which is the principal and ſuperior part of 
you—the body, or the ſoul ? 

What then requires your attention and care 
firſt ? | 

We know many things; but what ſhould we 
know firſt of all? 

What is the one thing needful ? 

How muſt our mind be cultivated ? 


Is a good character eſſential to our happinefs ? 


What is the ſource of our thoughts, words and 
ations ? ? 


What then have we to watch and to regulate ? 


What is the firſt law of Nature ? 


What is the moſt precious of all the earthly | 


goods? 
Can a man prolong or Wege his life ? | 
Is ſelf-murder a ſhocking erime ? Why? 
What is the puniſhment of ſuicide by law 2 
But is there ſo much moral guilt in it if it is 
G 2 lupacy ? 


4 
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- Junacy? and ng we to judge charitably 
in ſuch caſes ? | 
Does a criminal, that is ; cut off from ſociety, 
ſhorten his own life? | . 
What is, however, the more common way in 


moſt perſons to injure their health, and to 


bring themſelves to an untimely grave? 
What are the direful effects of intemperance, 

in eating, drinking, and in the exceſſive en- 

joyment of ſenſual pleaſure7 * 


IV. Ought you to chooſe . a lawful buſineſs ? 
Do ſluggards proſper in this world? 
What is true honour ? 
How ought you to behave in * perous cir- 
cumſtances? 
How in adverſity? 


AbpkRzss.— Children, conſider that your youthful 
age is the ſpring of your days, and that your future 
proſperity greatly gepends on your preſent exer- 
tions. Vou are like vigorous trees, full of pro- 


miſing and beautiful bloſſoms; let them not be 


blaſted by indulging pernicious luſt and idleneſs, 
The huſbandman cannot expect to reap where he 
O let the Summer of Youth be ſo 
cautiouſly bet, that the Winter of Age has no 
cauſe to repent And ſince a ſound mind in a found 


| yy conſtitutes our happineſs upon earth, let the 
| | F ©. following 


5 


r- 


E J- - 1 
following rules of preſerving health, and prolonging; 
life, be recommended to your attention and prac- 
ticte: ' 

To avoid every thing that cauſes ſickneſs, and to 
uſe all the means which ſtrengthen. the body, and 
keep it vigorous and. healthy ;—to prove what is 
wholeſome or injurious to the conſtitution,. and to 
be in this manner our own phyſician to breathe 
free air, and to avoid damy and infected places; 
to open the windows of the rooms when there is. 
a ſerene ſky and dry air, but to avoid the draught of 
air, particularly in a thunder-ſtorm, and when we: 
are in a perſpiration ;—to avoid the ſudden change: 
of heat and cold ;—to keep the rooms, and the: 
clothes clean;—to dreſs not too cool in Summer, nor 
too warm in Winter to uſe the cold bath, for it 


braces the nerves ;—nat to conſtrain any part of 


the body too tight.——Moderation in eating and 
drinking is the ſource of health—Take ſometimes 
a gentle exerciſe Sit and ſtand ſtraight at thy 
work, that the circulation of the blood be not 
hemmed—Do not ſleep. above ſeven hours—Rifſe 
carly—The wild paſſions of the ſoul, as exceſſive 
mirth or grief, wrath and anger, jealouſy, fretting; 
&c. are poiſon, and deſtroy the human frame Envy 
and wrath ſhorten the liſe, and carefulneſs bringeth 
age before time. But, above all, Religion and Vir- 
tue are the tree of life; by them thy days ſhall be 
| G 3 multiplied, 
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multiplied, and the years of thy life mall be in- 
creaſed. For godlineſs is profitable unte all things, 
' baving ug? of the li . that now is, and of that which 


Is to come. 


It i is, however, our duty to ſacrifice our health, and 
even our lives, in the execution of our lawful call- 
ings; and to die in a juſt cauſe for our God and 
for our Country, as Jefus did in the prime of life 
for the good of mankind. | 


4 
| 1 
F 


"Of the Becial State of Man, 
1, 


MAN was originally made and diſpoſed for fo- 
ciety, and all mankind are one grand Society or Body, 
united and linked together by inviolable bonds of 
mutual dependance and intereſt. We form one 
large family, whoſe Father is God. Mal. ii. 10. 


II. 


- 


This ſocial nature and character of man is 
| proved 


1. By the natural Inſtintt and propenſity of man 
to ſociety. If we could ſuppoſe a man left to wan · 
der in the moſt ſolitary parts of the earth, how 
miſerable would he be if he had no probability of 

+88 being 


\ 
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[= being ever reſtored to converſation and commerce 
'v with his fellow-creatures |—of which we have an 
h inſtance in the life of Robinſon Cruſoe. 


2. By our mutual dependance. The ſociety and 
aſſiſtance of others are abſolutely neceſſary and uſe- 
ful to us from our youngeſt years; for, how many 
hands are buſy, before we can eat a bit of bread, or 
put on a ſuit of clothes 


3- By-the faculty of ſpeech, which is one of 
the moſt ſignificant indications that man was in- ; 
tended for ſocial intercourſe. 


III. 


From this ſocial conſtitution of man reſult the 
following moral leſſons, and the obligations of our 
relative duties: 


1. That there is a Governor of this community, 
to whom the whole and every individual member is 
accountable ; and that we have to conform ourſelves 
to the unalterable law and will of God, founded 
in nature and providence. For ſociety without 
laws, and laws without government, and governs 
ment without a ſupreme adminiſtrator, are as 
much contradictions as a living body without a © 


an head, Mal. i. 6. 8 
of 2. That we regard ourſelves firſt of all as men, 
of without the diſtinction of birth, colour, or religion; 


1 G4 70008 
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and that we are all members one of another. 1 Cor, 
X11. 1426. | 

3- But that we alſo fulfil carefully our relative 
duties, that is, ſuch reſpective virtues and offices 
as are incumbent upon us from that ſtation of 
life in which the Almighty has placed us; as pa- 
rents and children, huſbands and wives, maſters and 
| ſervants, &c.; and that we endeayour to promote 


. the general good. 1 Cor. xii. 4—7. 


One wile, affectionate, and tender parent, 150 
much good may he do! But one unnatural father, 
or huſband void of decency and conjugal affection, 
or a ſingle inſtance of a maſter, imperious, harſh 
and oppreſſive, or one child ſtubborn or diſobe- 


dient, how much miſchief do they often do! If 


miſbehaviour prevailed univerſally, the conſequence 
would be univerſal diſorder and miſery. 


4. That it is great wiſdom and goodneſs of God 
in having ordained the relative fituation of man 
in not putting all upon a level with reſpect to capa- 
city, influence, and outward advantages, but mak- 
ing men dependent on each other, that univerſal 
| benevolence may produce univerſal happineſs. 


Life's common bleſſings all her children ſhare, 
Tread the ſame earth, and breathe a general air : 

Without diſtinction, boundleſs bleſſings fall, 

And Goodneſs, like the Sun, enlightens all. 


See 


[ 19 J 1 
See James Fofter on Natural. Religion and Social 
Virtue, vol. ii. chap. 1. On the Social Nature 5; 


ve and Character of Man. 

es An Eſſay on the Natural Equality of Men; on 
of the Rights · that reſult from it; and on the Duties 
1 which it impoſes, By V. I. An D. D. Edin- 
1 


burgh. 1793, 


An Eſſay on the Hiſtory. of Civil Society by- 
4. Ferguſon. Lond. 


* —_— 


er, . * 
n, Dueſtions: - 
: II Is man to live alone, or in ſociety? * | 
If Ils the whole human race one large family? 
* Who is the Creator, the Father of that family? 

Prove this from Scripture with the words i in | 
| the P rophet? ; — | || 
* II. Has man a ſocial nature and character? ht 
pa- 1. If you were locked up in a ſolitary cell „though | | 
ak- all was given you that you wanted, would | | 
(al you like it?? It 

What did Robinſon Cruſoe feel when he was | 
caſt on a ſolitary iſland ?. . 1 
ir: 2. Are you all- ſufficient, or do. you depend upon, | 

others? , vi 

What would have become of. vou i. oy il 

See had taken care of you in Jour infancyf i 14 1 | | 
N „„ il 


— 
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Are many hands employed in preparing your 
' dreſs, victuals, and drink? 
Would you be ſo ungrateful as not to love 
thoſe who are ſerviceable to you; 

3. What does the faculty of ſpeech intimate ? 
m. Can we learn many uſeful and moral leſſons 
from this ſocial ſtate of man? 

I. Is it poſſible to think that all this is fo by 


chance ? 
Do men herd together, like heath of the field, 
by mere inſtin& ? 
Muſt a ſociety have laws by which it is go- 
verned? 
Can a body ſubſiſt withoùt a head ? 
Who is that head and t governor of the 
whole? 
2. Under what figure i 18 the 0 cial ſtate of man- 
kind repreſented by St. Paul? 


Can the nobler ſenſes of our body properly 
perform their functions without the other 
members? 
Can the hands and feet ſabüt without the 
head? 
| You fee that every member of the body derires 
nouriſhment and ſtrength from that which every 
other member contributes to the general 1 and 
vigour of the body. A 
In like manner, the community n a whole, of 
which — anode ©, wank er bad ho 


7 
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r Muſt you, as a man, love another man leſs for 
| being of another colour, or proſeſſing ano- 

e ther religion, as a Negro, a Jew, a Turk, 
$ &c. t | 
What did Chriſt, the friend of mankind, teach 

ns by his beautiful parable of the merciful 


Samaritan ? Luke x. 30—37- 


3. Are all men equal in ſome reſpeCts ? 
In what points are they equal? 
But are they unequal in other reſpeCts ? 
From the equality of mankind ſprings the duty of 
general love and benevolence z from their inequality, 
the obligation of relative or reſpective duties. 
What would a general neglect of duties pro- 
duce in ſociety? _ | | 
To what does the performance of our duties 
tend? 
4. Is there a great wiſdom of God viſible in ſuch 
a variety of gifts and ſtations of life? 
What would be the conſequence if we were 
all rich? 
What, if we were all poor? | 
_ if all would govern, and none obey? « 
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Of General Duties to our Pellow- Creatures. 


773 I. | 
OUR general duties unite in the grand precept, 


8 


4. 


to love our fellow-men as ourſelves ; becauſe we are 
children of the ſame father, ſubject to the ſame | 
infirmities and wants, and tending to the ſame 

great end—happineſs in the preſent and future ſtate. 
of exiſtence, Epheſ. iv. 4—6. 


1. The grand principle of uniyerfal love and 


benevolence, and the golden rule of juſtice and 
Equity, is this: 


All things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to 
Jou, do you even ſo to them. Matth. vii. 12. 
Do that to no man which thou hatef!, Tob. iv. 15; 
or what thou wouldſt not that other men ſhould 
do to you, do thou not to them. 
Judge of thy neighbour by thyſelf, and be diſcreet in 
every thing. Ecclus. xxxi. 15. 
Act according to ſuch principles as ought to 
become the general laws of conduct in all rea- 
ſonable beings. 


2: This is alſo the grand rule and diſtinguiſhing 


character of Chriſtians. John xii. 35. 1 John 


IV. 20. 
II. 


But in order to prove this univerſal love and be- 


neyvolence, we mult avoid what may hurt our neigh- 


bour, 


ſer 


1d 
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bour, in ſoul, body, or eſtate; and endeavor: to» 
promote his ſpiritual and: Ones welfare, as well as + 
our Own., 


1. With regard to the Soul; we ſliould refrain 
from offence and ſeduction. 2 Don Vi. 3. 
2 Tim. iii. 13. | 

L and give inſtruction and a good example. 
James v. 19, 20. Matth. v. 16. 


2. With regard to the Body, the honour, the 
eſtate, the pleaſures, and the external welfare 
of our neighbour; we ſhould. do unto other 
men, as we wiſh they may do unto us. Rom. 
xiii. 9, 10, 

NES * | 
From this view it appears, that: we have to obs. 
ſerve and to perform the following general duties: 
1. Juſtice and equity, to give. every- one his due. 
Rom. Xu, 7. Lev. xxv. 14—in which laſts 
place we ſee, that this is particularly requiſite. 
in trade and commerce, in buying and ſelling. 


2. Reflitution, reparation, ſatisfaction— to reſtore 
vrhat we have ſtolen either with violence or 
in ſecret—to ſtop the progreſs of our: bad 
example by an ingenuous confeſſion that 
we have! done wrong, and to make good 
what we have done amiſs. Exek. Iii. 15. 

Luke xix. 8. 


3. Honefly 


8. Friendſhip. Ecclus. xxii. 27—32. 
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3. Honeſty and uprightneſs in our dealing and 


converſation. 1 Chron. xxx. 17. 1 Pet. ii. 1. 
4. Truth in our words and promiſes. Epheſ. 
iv. 25, Eccl. v. 4. 


5. Charitablenefs, humanity, candour. Heb. xiii, 


16.—1 John iii. 17. 


6. Forbearance, kindneſs, meekneſs. Col. iii, 
WENT: 7 13. Phil. iv. 5. Gal. vi. 1. Rom. xii. 15. 


7. Forgiveneſs, love, 2 to enemies; that 
we ſuppreſs the emotions' of anger and ſelf- 
revenge. Matth. v. 44, 45. vi. 14, 15. 
Rom. xii. 19, 20, 21. | 


* 


9. Thankfulneſs for favours received. Prov. xvii. 1 3. 


Note. A general view of all theſe duties is given 
in Rom. xii. 3—21. | 


See the Queſtion of the Church-Catechiſm: 
What is thy Duty towards thy Neighbour ? and the 
Anſwer to it. | 


The Whole Duty of We. 


| Queens. 


l. In what manner are we to love our how 


creatures? 
Are we to love ourſęlves? 


Iss it a plain and eaſy rule to love other] men as 


we do ourſelyes? 
| For 


\f+ 


III. 


i. IF a”: 

For what reaſon are we todo ſo? 
1. What is the grand principle and the gelden : 
maxim'of equity which Chriſt has taught us? 


Was this rule of life known before Chriſt ? | 


2. But does Chriſtianity inforce it in a clearer and | 
ſtronger light? 


IT. Do you wiſk that any body may hurt you in 
your body or health? 
Do you wiſh that any body may take * or 
eneroach upon your property * ? i | 
Do you wiſh that any body may injure your 
honour and credit ? 


What is then your duty b 


III. Univerſal love and benevolence being the 
foundation of all our general duties, I wiſh 
you would particularize them? | 


Of Relative Duties, 
I. * 
OF the Married State. which is the firſt rela- 
tion, or the firſt ſpecial tie and bond of union eſta- 
bliſhed in human life. | 
1. Marriage is a divine inſtitution; that one 
man ſhould Eve in union with ene woman, for the 


Wan of the ſpecies, for the education . of 
children, 
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clilldten, and for mutual aſſiſtance and relief. Gen: 
n. 18. Matth. xix. 4. 

This is alſo confirmed by a natural and immuta- 


ble law of Nature, by the conſtant and wonderful: 
equality maintained in the number. of the different 


Texes. For, as the number of. males is no more 
with reſpect to females than about 13 to 12, this, 
allowing for the probable decreaſe. to which men 


are particularly ſubject, will make an exact pro- 


3 


portion of one to one.. 


This is alſo an argument NEVER 8 The 
ſacred bonds of matrimony are. diſſolved by the 
crime of adultery ; upon which, by divine and hu- 


man law, divorce is pronounced. 


2. The ſeveral branches of the Huſband's duty 


are: the tendereſt friendſhip and love, fidelity, 
mutual inſtruction and advice; and to take care of 
the wife's perſon, honour aud character, and of the 


family. Eph. v. 22. 


The Wies duty is: ſubmiſſion, love, fidelity, 
prudence, frugality, meekneſs and modeſty. Eph. 


v. 22. 

The Nirtuous. Woman is deſcribed, Prov. xxxi 
1031. 

The Widow's duty, 1 Tim. v. 5, 6. 

3. What great care and preparation is neceſſirj 
Before we enter into ſuch a ſacred union! Let us 


not look to money or beauty, but to the qualities.of 


* 5 ; I the 
: K 7 * 


| 
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the mind. And after you have taken the deciſive 
ſtep, fulfil faithfully the duties, to cement the bond, 
which is indiſſoluble. | 


II, 


The Duties of Parents and Children. Epheſ. vi. 
1—4. ITE | 

1. The Parents duty is: to give, to preſerve; and 
to nouriſh in their children a ſound and healthy 
conſtitution—to fix and to ſettle them in life - to im- 
prove their mind and heart in wiſdom and virtue, 
and in practical religion, by inſtructions, admoni- 
tions, mild correction, and a good example. ; 

For this reaſon, the Almighty has implanted in 
their hearts the moſt tender affection towards their 
offspring; which it would be unnatural to ſuppreſs, 
lince even birds and beaſts are animated by the 
inſtincts towards their young. Beſides, brute crea« 
tures are furniſhed with all the aids that are neceſ- 
ſary to the purpoſe of their natural life ; but man- 
kind come into the world in a weak and helpleſs 
ſtate, and like orphans. 1 Tim. v. 8. 


2. The whole duty of Children towards their 
Parents is expreſſed by the general term: Honour 
thy father and motber, Epheſ. v. 1, 2. which im- 
plies in it affection and gratitude, reverence and 
ſubmiſſion — concealing or extenuating their imper- 
{ctions— obedience to their rational and juſt com. 

 mands,, 
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mands, and, whenever it is wanted, affording them 
aſſiſtance and ſupport. 
Children, reſpect, love, obey, defend, aſſiſt, and 
| ſupport your Parents, not only for their being under 


| God the inſtruments of your exiſtence, but for - 


- their tender care of your preſervation and well- 
being, and for a variety of benefits which you have 
received at their hands from your earlieſt and help- 
leſs years. Remember, that undutiful children 
have been, and are till, unfortunate. Ecclus. iii. 
g—1T. which you ſee from the examples of Ab- 
falom, the ſons of Eli, and Ham; and that a great 
' promiſe of happineſs is added to the performance 

of filial duty, which is exemplified in the hiſtory 
of Joſeph and of Jeſus, and confirmed by the expe» 

rience that good children proſper in the world. 
The duty of Brothers and S;/ers is, mutual love, 
peace and unity. Pf. cxxxiii. 1. 


III. 


Duties of Maſters and Servants. Epheſ. vi. 5-9. 


1. Though there are ſome general rights belong- 
ing to human nature, yet it was plainly the deſign 
of the Great Maker of the world, that there ſhould 


be certain differences and inequalities, becauſe there 


is a great diverſity of genius and talents, of capa- 

city, temper, ſituation and advantages. Mankind, 
therefore, muſt be ranged into different claſſes, 
orders 


l 39 J 
orders and degrees, in a ſubordination to, and ne- 
ceſſary dependance upon, each other. 

Servitude is, therefore, as well an ordinance of 
God, as government. But there are two kinds of 
ſervitude. Abſolute ſervitude, or Slavery ; and the 
Slave Trade is a diſgrace to human nature, and to 
chriſtianity, But free and voluntary ſervitude is 
nothing but a contract, to render ſome ſervices for 
a certain ſtipulated reward. | 


2. The duties of the Mafter are: to be equitable 
in commanding—to enjoin ſuch ſervices as are poſ- 
ſible, neceſſary, and beneficial—not to detain from, 
or defraud his ſervants of, any part of their wages— 
to be candid in cenſuring, and mild in reſenting— 
and to ſet a good example to the lower orders, 


3- The duties of the Servant are : to be obedient 
—juſt and honeſt—frugal—orderly in his beha- 
viour—ſubmiſſive and reſpetful—not a divulger of 
family-ſecrets—not to corrupt the manners of the 
children intruſted to his care—ngt to be rude, inſo- 
lent, or careleſs of his maſter's intereſt - and to be 
eaſy and contented. All this is no more his duty as 
a man and a chriſtian, than it is his intereſt, to make 
him beloved and reſpected, to procure him my 
advantages, and the favour of God. 


IV. 
Duties of Magiſtrates and Subjefts., Rom. viii. 


* | 
8 1. The 
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1. The inſtitution and end of any form of civil 
government is, to promote the order and the good of 
the whole; and therefore the duty of the higher og 
| powers, of Magiſtrates, is, to execute the laws - to 
defend property and perſonal liberty againſt injury ble! 
and violence to adminiſter impartially and effec. 


tually juſtice to encourage induſtry and uſeful 4 
arts—and to advance more completely the ſocial an 

h fs of ſons, 

appineſs of man. , ps 
4 . Chriſtianity teaches Kings, Governors, Superion, 
1 to be the reprefentatives of the goodneſs of God, Fl 
[ to be the fathers of the people, to refrain from 8 
x f three 
| - tyranny and uſurpation, as being accountable to T1 
| God and men for the abuſe of power, and to pro- 
maki 

note the general happineſs. T1 


2. The duties of SubjeFs, or of the governed, are: ¶ of pl 
” reverence and obedience to the laws—loyalty—to of ch 
ſupport and defend the government — to pay tribute Th 
to lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs che 1: 
and honeſty and to pray for thoſe in power, con- | 


ſidering the great charge intruſted to their care, Du 

and the many overſights and errors to which they ers ar 
0 in common with all men are liable. 1 Pet. ii. 1 W 7x. 

14. 1 Tim. ii. I, 2. inflitt 


To this branch of ſocial virtue we may. refer ind c 
alſo the duties of Judges, Lawyers, Attorneys, Exe- wi. | 
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1 | 

There are three different forms of government, 
or of the adminiſtration of public affairs. {2 

Monarchy 1 is the government of a ſtate by a fin- 
gle perſon, as an Emperor, King, &c. and is either 
abſolute (deſpotic) or limited. R 

Ariſtocracy, where the ſupreme power is lodged | 
in the hands of the Nobles, or of the principal per- 
ſons, ſenators, &c. excluſively of the people. 

Democracy, or the Republican form, that places the 
government in the people. | 

In every form of government is combined a 
three-fold power : 

The Legiſlative Power, having the authority of 
making laws. 

The Judicial Power, practiſed in the diſtribution 
of public juſtice, according to the ſpirit and courle 
of thoſe laws. 

The Executive Power, putting in aCt or inforcing 
the laws. | 
V. 

Duties of Paſtors and Congregations, or of Teach- 
ers and Hearers 

1. The Chriſtian miniſtry and office is a Cine 
\nftitution „to promote religion, piety, and virtue, 
and conſequently true and laſting happineſs. Mark 
wi. 15. 1 Cor. xii. 28. 

2. The duties of a Chriſtian Miniſter are: to 
feed the flock of God, chat is, to inſtruct thoſe un- 


der his care in the principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion 
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| Vigion—to manage the- public offices of Religion £ 
with ſeriouſneſs and decency - to inſtru the igno. tion 
1? rant, and to take care alſo of the lambs of the flock, and 


5. The 


or to catechize young people, and to give youth an / 
early turn to virtue and piety—to adminiſter com- but 

fort to the dejeted—to ſupport and raiſe the fee. 
ble-minded—to admoniſh and reprove thoſe that 8 
walk diſorderly and to be an example, to others, diſce 
of all chriſtian virtues. 1 Pet. v. 1—3. virti 
The character of ſuch a Miniſter is drawn more Hun 
accurately by St. Paul, 1 Tim. iii. 2—7. duri 
3. The duty of the Chri/lian People is a reſpect- by 5 
ful behaviour to their Miniſters, to treat them with D 
due eſteem and honour, and to allow them a pro- ples, 
| per ſupport. 1 Cor. ix. 4—14.—to attend the pub- A 
_ lic ſervices of Religion, ſermons, exhortations, high 
1 prayers and thankſgivings. Heb. xiii. 17. tain, 
if __ IO feſſio 
q Some other duties reſuliing from particular els. Ml M. A 
(i tions and circumſtances :. - : CY 
# 1. Of the rich and the poor. Prov. xii. 2. James 5 
. 4 07 old age and youth. 1 Theft. iv. IP Lond 
* | 1 Pet. v. 5,6 x An 
* 3. Of the Healthy and the ſick. the xxxviii. Mi vell-c 
. „ Eccleſ. xxxvii. future 
4 . 4 In: proſperity, and adverſity. Pf, xxxvil. 3, 4. Rivin 
1 Ila. 3th, 10. 1 Pex, i. Wa 13. 4 &c. &c. Ort 

vo 
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5. The proper conduct towards the brute crea- 


tion, or beaſts, conſiſts in giving them proper food, 
and not to treat them cruelly, &c. 


A righteous man regardeth the life of his beaſt, | 
but the wicked are cruel. Prov. xii. 10. Jon. iv. 11. 


* 


See Domeſtic Happineſs promoted, in a ſeries of 
diſcourſes, calculated to render ſervants in general 
virtuous and happy. Abridged from Virtue in 
Humble Life, containing reflections on relative 
duties, particularly thoſe of maſters and ſervants, 
by Jonas Hanway, Eſq. Lond. 1796. 

David Williams's Lectures on Political Princi- 
ro- ples, and on Education. Lond. 1789. N 
ub- An Enquiry into the Duties of Men, in the 
ns, higher and middle Claſſes of Society, in Great Bri- 

tain, reſulting from their reſpeCtive ſtations, - pro- 
ſeſſions and employments, by Thomas Giſborne, 
has M. A. Lond. 4to. 1796. 

Enquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex, by 
7. Giſborne. 

J. Fordyce's Sermons to Young Men and Women. 

The Female Monitor; or, Select Converſations. 
Lond. Cadell. 1796. 

An Eſſay on the Happineſs and Advantages of a 
vell-ordered Family, reſpeQing the preſent and 
future welfare of its members. 2d edit. Lond. 


„ 4. Rivington. 1795. - 
Orton's Sermons to the Aged. 
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| Dueſtions.. 
I. What is the firſt ſtate i in n the "IPOS 
| of families ? 
I. Who is the author and founder of the matri- 
monial ſtate ?- 
For what was marriage inſtituted 
Is there an equality in the propagation of the 
number of the different ſexes ? 
What is a divorce ? and what the cauſe of it? 
2. What is the 0 8 5 duty? 
The wife's duty ? 
The widow's duty? 


What is required of thoſe who with to enter 
into that ſacred and lafting union? 


II. What is the duty of Parents—of a Father, a 
Mother ? 
What is the daty of Children—of Sons, of 


Daughrers ? 
What is the duty of Brothers and Siſters ? . 


III. Are all men equal? | 
What makes it- neceſſary to range mankind 1 in vi. 


IV. 


in different claſſes ? 
Is flavery and. the flave-trade to be tolerated 
by Chriſtians? _ * | \ 


What is the duty of a Maſter 2 
What is the duty of a Servant—of an appren- 
tice, of a maid ?_ 


CY 


Iv. What 


IV. 


pren- | 
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What is the chief end of all civil government ? 
What are the three principal forms of 5 
ment? 
What is meant by the Legillative—Judicial— 
and Executive Power ? £ 
What is the duty of the fupreme and ſubordi- 
nate Magiſtrates ? 
What is the duty of Subjects : ? 
Is illicit trade or ſmuggling permitted ? 
What is the duty of -Judges ? 
—— —— of Collectors? 
— of Soldiers? 
Dodk Chriſtianity approve of War? * | 


Is the miniſterial office a merely civil or divine 
inſtitution ? h 

Is it neceſſary and uſeful for the welfare of a 
Seal 

What are the duties of the Clergy? 

Where do you find the picture of à truly | 
Chriſtian Overſeer and Minifter drawn? 
What is required of the People, and of Con- 

gregations and Hearers ? 


Are there ſome other relative duties? 


What have perſons in affluent circumſtances to 
do? 

What can we learn from che parable of Dives d- 
(Luke xvi.) 


See Thoughts on the Lawfulneſs of War. Lond. 1796. 


H 


. r 1 
What is the duty of the Poor? 
What is the duty of the Young and the Aged? 
What have we to do when we are healthy ? 
| — hen ſick? 


Shall proſperous circumſtances elate and puff 


up our minds? 
Are we to yield, in diſtreſs and adverſity, to 


deſpondency and deſpair ? 
Do we owe alſo ſome duties to the brute crea- 


tion? 


| Fans and Helpr, by which Man is enabled to fulſl 
thoſe Duties. | 


Of Self- Examination. 


I, 


WHO am I ?—What am I created for ?—Whi- 
ther am 1 going What gifts and talents has God 
| given me? and what uſe have I hitherto made of 
them ?—What ſtation upon earth is aſſigned to me? 
and how have I fulfilled the duties of it ?—In what 
manner have I lived ?—How, do I propoſe to live 
in future ?—What is the chief end of my exiſi- 
ence? and what is my expeCtatian after death! 
All theſe, and ſuch like queſtions, we ſhould propoſe 

and 


d: 


uff 


to 


ca- 


IIA 
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and anſwer to ourſelves as rational beings. 2 Cor. 
Xiti. 5. Pf, cxxxix. 23, 24. | 
But it is highly neceſſary, that we ſhould not 
only dwell upon generals, but alfo find out our 


particular imperfections and faults, in order to rec 


tify them. James i. 22—25. 

| | = 

The manner, in which we muſt examine our- 
ſelves, is this: N ; 

1. That we watch ourſelves, and the ſecret ſprings 
and turns of our thoughts and deſires. 


2. That we ſet apart ſome, portion of the ay 
for that very purpoſe; and at the beginning of the 
diy aſk, how we intend to ſpend it? and at going 
to bed, how it has been ſpent? 


3. That we learn to know our temper the 
motives of our virtue the temptations to which 


we are expoſed, & c. 3 
The 


* The Temper is divided into the /anguine, phlegmatic, c holerie, 
and melancholy, Every ſort of natural temper has its particular 
dangers and advantages. Thoſe of a ſanguine nature are more expoſed 
to the temptations of levity and ſenſuality, and to the impreſſions of 
ill company and ſeduction; but then they are better prepated for a 
cheerful activity in doing good, if they are under the influence of 
virtuous principles. — The heavy and phlegmatic, as they are more 
prone to indulge flath and idleneſs, ſo, if they get over this temp- 
tation, they cay with greater eaſe bear cloſe and long application 
The chaleric are haſty, paſſionate, iraſcible, prone to anger, revenge; 
bud ambition; but, if cultivated, courageous, manly, open, generous: 

H 2 The 


| xiii. 1—7. 


L 148 J 
| tb: 115 
The rule by which we have to examine our- 


ſelves is not the faſhion of the world, but the mo- 
ral law of God, revealed in our own Conſcience, 


ot 


and in Scripture, which divides mankind into two - 


claſſes — the wicked and the pious—the children of 
light and of darkneſs. 


1. If we find ourſelves in a bad ſtate, repentance 
muſt follow, which is chiefly made up of theſe two 
parts: a hearty ſorrow for the follies and miſcar. 
riages of the time paſt; and a full purpoſe and re- 
ſolution of amendment for the t time to come, John 
v. 14. 2 Sam. Xii. 13. 


46 | 
2: But if we find ourſelves in a better ſtate, we 
muſt ſtrive after higher improvement and perfec- 


tion. Phil. iii. 12. 
IV. 


The advantages ariſing from ſuch examination 
and ſelf-knowledge are, | 


The dark and the melarcholic temper lays men open to unreaſonable 
fears and deſpondencies, to malice and cenſoriouſneſs—but, under the 
direQion of grace, it gives men a peculiar advantage for ſeriouſneſs 
and perſeverance. 

The #notives which excite or govern our actions, and upon which 
their moral nature and eſtimate depends, are either natural, or reli- 
gious :—Natural, if we act merely by inſtinct, from the ſelfiſh prin- 
ciple of reward, pleaſure, or ambition—or from a fear of ſhaine, diſ- 
grace, and puniſhment Religious and Chriſtian, if we act from a 
' ſenſe of duty, gratitude, propriety, and the love of God and Chriſt. 
The latter are the moſt noble, a and efficacious. 1 Cor 


3 I. That 


of 


On 
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1. That it tends to humble a man into a modeſt 


opinion of. himſelf.  . Pſ. xix. 12. 


2. That it ſecures us from flattery, 


3. That it teaches us patience, when we, are 


| cenſured and abuſed by other people. 


4. That it makes men leſs ſevere upon other 
people's faults: for thoſe who find fault 
with others, ought to be very certain that 
they : are right themſelves. 


5. That it encourages us to grow in \ wiſdom and 
virtue, without which there can be no hap- 
pineſs. 


—— 


See . $ FRI Journal of a Self-Obſerver: 
Lond. 1795, © | 
Evans Sermon: The importance of know- 
ing what Spirit we are of—in the Proteſ- 
tant Preacher Lond. 1780. 


* — 


Queſtiont. ; 


I. What queſtions. ought we to propoſe to our- 
ſelves ? 

Have you been truly thankful for the blefings 
of God, beſtowed upon you from your tens 
dereſt years ? 

Have you made proper uſe of them ? ? 


kak 1; 
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| — ] 7 you perceive in the looking-glaſs'ſome ſpot 
| : or blemiſh in your face, what do you do? 
II. Qught we to examine the thoughts of our 
minds and the deſires of our hearts? 


ſalutary purpoſe ? 
Is there a difference in tempers ? 
What is a 5 
melancholic temper ? 
By what principles and motives muſt we at 
if we wiſh to pleaſe God? 
III. What is the grand rule and fel of fell enn 
mination ? h 
Into how many claſſes does the word. of God 
divide mankind ? | 
| What is repentance ? | 


ſelf-knowledge ? 
Which are they ? 


Of Prayer. 
1 


PRAYER conſiſts in lifting up our hearts, and 
in expreſſing our deſires, to God, in behalf of our- 
ſelves and others, to avert from us all evil, and to 

give 


Do you ſet apart a portion of the day for that 


VV. Do we derive great advantages from a proper 


{ 


4 


and 
Jur- 
d to 


give 
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give us all neceſſary ſpiritual and temporal goods, 


for which we are to thank him. 1 Tim. ii. 1—4- 


II. 
The neceſſity and uſefulneſs of Prayer: * 
1. It is neceſſary, becauſe God has commanded it, 


not for his own, but for our advantage. Pf. 1. 


147 15. 
2. It is % ul, becauſe it brings our minds into a 


right frame, and keeps alive in our hearts due ſen - 


timents of our continual dependance on God, of 
reverence and ſubmiſſion to his will, and of love 
and gratitude for his goodneſs. James v. 4. 


III. 
The object of our prayer is, every good gift that 
is truly neceſſary for the well-being of our body and 
{oul in time and eternity. 


I. Firſt of all, we ought to pray for Piritual gifts, 


without which no body can be happy ; as, a found 
mind and wiſdom, a good heart, &c. by 

The prayer of David. Pf. li. 12, 13, 14.—Create 
in me a clean heart, O r and renew a right 
ſpirit within me! 

The prayer of Solomon. 1 Kings iii. 5—14. 


2. For daily bread, food convenient for us, and 


other remporal goods; = health, a Foo name and 
reputation, &Cc, 


H4a The 
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The prayer of Agur. © Prov, xxx. 79. Two 
things have I required of thee, deny me them not 
before I die: Remove far from me vanity and lies: 
Give me neither poverty, nor riches; feed me with 


food convenient for me : Leſt I be full, and deny 


. thee, and ſay, Who is the Lord? Or leſt I be 
poor, and ſteal, and take the name of = God in 
vain. 

IV. 

The manner in which we muſt pray: 

With great devotion and decency, ſo that we 
ph and mind what we ſay, in proſtrating our- 
ſelves before the throne of the Supreme Spirit, 
N iv. 24. 

To raiſe our devotion and attention, it is recom» 
mended to pray in loud words - to bow our knees 
—and not only to repeat forms of prayer, but alſo 


to expreſs the ſentiments of our hearts 1 in our own 
Words. Matth. xv. 8. | 


2. With a faithful and reſigned heart, like Jeſus 
in the garden of Gethſemane. Matth. xxvi. 39. 
O my Father ! if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs 
own me; e not as I will, but as thou 
wilt. 


3. Without ceaſing, 1 Thefl. v. 17. —and more 


particularly at the beginning and coy of a day» 
PC. Ixiii. 7. 


v. The 


an 


it. 


1 


V. 
The Lord's Prayer is, for Chriſtians, as well a 


form to repeat, as a pattern and model to imitate, 


our words. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER :< 
In other Words, which expres the ſame Senſe. 


O Tnou great Maker and Preſerver of heaven 


of infinite power and glory! 

May all rational creatures think of thee as a 
Holy Being! and may we be enabled to know and 
worſhip thee with ſincerity of our hearts, and with 
holineſs and purity of our lives 

May the true and practical religion of Teſus ſpread 
among all the nations of the earth, to diſpel the 
clouds of ſuperſtition, ignorance, and vice and 
may it alſo more powerfully be known and prac- 
tiſed by Chriſtians, who profeſs this heavenly doc- 
trine | | 

May we ſuffer patiently what thou layeſt upon 
us | and may we perform faithfully what thou com- 
mandeſt us, with the ſame obedience as the bleſſed 
inhabitants of higher regions | 


Give us, O Lord, all that is neceſſary for the 


ſupport of our lives! Let us be contented with 
Hs tliat 


Matth. vi. 8-13. But it ſhould not be repeated 
too often—and our hearts ſhould go along with . 


and earth | Thou moſt gracious Father of mankind, 
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that meaſure of earthly goods which thy wiſdom 
thinketh fit to grant] Bleſs our honeſt endeavours 
to get a comfortable livelihood, and make us will- 
ing to ſupply the wants of the needy and helpleſs! 
Be merciful unto us, as ſinners I— keep us from 
all liatred and revenge !—and incline our hearts to 
love our enemies, and to ſhew mercy to others! 

And ſince our life upon earth is a ſtate of trial, 
O let no affliction or enticement to fin be too pow- 
erful for us to overcome, but ſtrengthen us to pre- 
ſerve our innocence and a good conſcience! 
Keep and releaſe us, O Father, from the greateſt 
of all evils— from fin and its conſequences in this 
world and in that which is to come! 

For thou art the ſovereign Lord of the univerſe, 
| all-powerful and glorious at all times. We heartily 
believe all that we have faid, and defire all that we 
have aſked; and we are aſſured that thou wilt do 
it for Chriſt's ſake ! 


See Watts Prayers compoſed for the uſe and 
imitation of Children, ſuited to their different 
ages and their various occaſions z together with 
Inſtructions to Youth in the Duty of W 1 
And his Guide to Prayer. 


Secker's Lectures on the Catechiſm of the Church 
of England. Lect. 3o, 31, 32, ** the Lord's 


Prayer. 
POPE $ 
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POPE'S UNIFERSAL PRAYER : 


FaTHER of all! in every age, 
In every clime, ador'd | 

By ſaint, by ſavage, or by ſage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord! 


Thou great firft cauſe ! leaſt underſtood, 

Who all my ſenſe confin'd 

To know but this—that thou art good, 
And that myſelf am blind! | 


What confcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do 

This teach me moore than Hell to ſhun, 
That — more than Heav'n purſue | 

What bleſſings thy free bounty gives | 
Let me not caft away ! 

For God is paid when man receives; 
T' enjoy is to obey, 

Lord! not to earth's contracted ſpan 
Thy goodnefs let me bound; 

Or think thee Lord alone of man, 
When thouſand worlds are round! 


Let not this weak unknowing hand 
Preſume thy bolts to throw, 
And deal damnation round the land 
On each I judge thy foe! 
H 6 


Iich is an Imitation of that of Gbr. 


— 
_— 


- 
—— 


= Peg - 3 —— 
— —— — 1 
A 2 — — 
. . 
— — — . = - - > — — 
5 ee Bp - = "29 — 


A 
WH 
v, 
'Y | 
6 
þ 
f 1 


| b 


_— — 
— ˙ coo -— =" I» 
. — — * 


n 4 
2 — — — 
* 8 
— 2 — 


If T am wrong, O teach my heart 
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7 If I am right, thy grace impart, 


Still in the right to ſtay ! 


To find that better way 


Save me alike from fooliſh pride, 
Or impious diſcontent 

At ought thy wiſdom has denied, 

Or aught thy goodneſs lent! 


Teach me to ſeel another's woe, 
Io hide the fault I ſee! 


That mercy I to others ſhew, 
That mercy ſhew to me | 


Mean though I am, not wholly ſo, 


Since quicken'd by thy breath; 
Lord, lead me, whereſoe'er I go, 
Thro' this day's life or death! 


This day be bread and peace my lot 
But all beneath the ſun, 

Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtow'd or not; 
And let thy will be done ! 


To thee, whoſe temple is all ſpace, | 
Whoſe altar, earth, ſea, ſkies, 
One chorus let all beings raiſe — 


All Nature's incenſe riſe ! 


f Ouef iont. 


ont. 
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Queſtions. 

I, If you want any thing, do you properly apply 
for it to thoſe who have power as well as 
inclination to give it ? 

And is it juſt and right to thank our benefac- 
tors for favours received? 
Can and will God our heavenly Father give 
us what we want? 
What is prayer ? = 
But muſt our hearts be ſenſible of what our 
lips expreſs? 

II, Is God all-ſeeing ? 

Does he know our wants and deſires before 
we tell him ? \ 

I ſhould think, then, that it was ſuperfluous to 
pray Do you think ſo ? 

Has God commanded it ? 

And for what reaſon ? 

Does prayer inſpire us with holy thoughts and 
reſolutions ? 

Has God declared to do what the 3 
pray for? 


III. What muſt we pray for, firſt of all? 
What did David pray for ? What Solomon ? 
Did you hear of Agur's prayer ? 


— 


— 


W. But in what manner ought you to pray and 
addreſs the Deity ? 1 
RET hs | With 
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With whom do we ſpeak when we pray? 
Muſt we make our heart a prayer-book ? 
How did Jeſus Chriſt pray? 
Is it poſſible to pray without ceaſing ? 


What is your prayer when you get up in the. 


morning ? 

What, when you go to bed ? 

Is it juſt and :ight to ſay n and after 
meat? , 


V. . What is the moſt verſe form and majel of 
prayer? 
Why do you ſay EE STO my, Father} 
xy to ſubſtitute other words ? 


Of Public Worſhip and Inflruftion: 
* 
EDUCATION is neceſſary to make man what 


he ought to be; and you can no more expect pco- 


ple to be religious without inſtruction and practice, 
than to be ſkilful in any art or trade without hay- 
ing learnt its firſt principles. Prov. xxii, 6. 

Education, being deſigned to form the body aud 
the mind, and to promote the temporal and ſpiri- 


tual happineſs of children, is a work of ſo vaſt an 


extent, 


the. 


{ter 


1 of 


„ 

extent, and of ſo many ſubordinate and collatera} 
duties, that we ſhall divide it into ſeveral branches. 
It may be conſidered in a natural, civil, moral, and 
religious view. Natural education is employed in 
preſerving and improving the ſound and healthy 
conſtitution of children. Civil education in be- 
ſto wing ſuch care and inſtruction on them, as will 
fit them for ſociety, and fix and ſettle them in life; 
by furniſhing their minds with {ome general truths, 
which all children, without diſtinQtion, ſhould 
know—as reading, writing, general notions of hiſ- 
tory, geography, of laws, of men and manners, 
particularly of their native country, or with the 
profeſional knowledge required in a particular buſi- 
neſs and deſtination. Moral education, in im- 
proving the mind and the heart to wiſdom and vir- 
tue, by directing and fixing their attention to pro- 
per objects, by exciting the moral ſenſe of what is 
true and good, and by directing the ever- active 
principle of imitation to the beſt examples. Reli- 
gious education, in inſpiring their tender minds 
with the grand and noble ſentiments of Chriſtia- 
nity, in-order to form them to practical piety, and 
to the enjoyment of genuine * here and 
hereafter. 

The latter is of the utmoſt 1 irnpertanee; not only to 
the intereſts of the riſing generation, of individuals, - 
and families, but of the community at large. Young 

perſons, 
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perſons, that are left uninſtructed in a ſyſtematical | 


knowledge of religion, become ealily a prey to 
ſcepticiſm, infidelity, or ſuperſtition. , 

Schools, therefore, ſhould be ſeminaries of reli- 
gion, as well as of learning. > 


| Churches * are chiefly deſigned for religious in- 


AruQion and improvement. © Promoting religious 
knowledge and practice,“ ſays the learned and pious 
Archbiſhop Secker, © is not only the expreſs deſign 
of all Church government, but a matter (would to 


- God it were well conſidered !) of great importance | 


to the State alſo; ſince, neither private life can be 

happy, nor the public welfare ſecure for any length 
of time, without the belief of the doctrines and 
. obſervance of the duties of Chriſtianity, for which 
Catechiſing the young and ignorant lays the firmeſt 
foundation.“ 

II. 


Public Worſhip, or divine ſervice, is not only a 
duty becoming intelligent and ſocial creatures, en- 
joined ns by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, Heb. x. 25. 
but alſo a means of our ſpiritual bengit. For God 


* The word Church ſignifies, in the Bible, a religious aſſembly. 
But when. uſed in its largeſt ſenſe, it comprehends the whole number 
of good perſons in every age; all thoſe who, from the beginning of 
che world, under whatever diſpenſation of true religion, have be- 
. lieved in Cod, and ſerved him according to the degree of their light; 
and ſhall, in the end of it, be gathered together, and rewarded by 
him according to the degree of their improvement, 
1 pts promiſed 


TDs: 
promiſed; his people of old, that in all places where 
he ſhould record his name, he would come unto 
them and bleſs them. Exod. xx. 24.—And our Lord 
has ſaid, that where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in his name, there he is in the midſt of them. 
Matth. xviii. 20. 


1. The time appointed for that 8 is the 
ſcyenth day of the week, which was, and is, among 
the Fexvs, Saturday, or the Sabbath, in memory of 
that fundamental” article of all religion, that the 
heavens and earth were made, and therefore are 
governed, by one infinitely wiſe, powerful, and good 
Being. But among Chriſtians, the, firſt day of the 
week, or Sunday, being the day of Chriſt's reſur- 
region, was appointed in thankful remembrance 
of it for the time of public worſhip. And thus 
the memory of our Redemption, as well as of the 
Creation, is preſerved. 

Upon great and uncommon occaſions, General 
n a | 1 1 

8 Faſt- days are kept. Joel ii. 15-17. Jon. iti. But 
they are of little uſe, if National Sins are not 


x. 25. 

God checked by National Reformation. Iſa. i. 1117. 
dembi, 2. The ſeveral parts of public worſhip | are, 
number WW Prayer the Praiſe of God by ſinging—Hearing the 
aning of I vord of God—and the Adminiſtration of l 
ave be. nd the Lord's Supper. 

01. All theſe religious actions are called the means 


of 
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grace, becauſe the uſe of them is attended, for 
us, with the moſt beneficial effects. 


Deen. 9 
1. Why 1s education neceſſary ? 
What is natural, civil, moral, religious educt 
tion ? 


What is the deſign of ſchools and churches ? 


u. Is public worſhip a privilege and nl 1 


well as a duty 
What day is appointed for that purpoſe? | | 
| What are the ſeveral parts of public worſhip ! 
What are means of grace ? 


Of Baptiſoi. 
L 


JOAN the Baptiſt, and forerunner of Chrilh 
laid the ſirſt foundation of Baptiſm. . For, 


He baptized Chriſt in the river 2 
Marth, lll. 13—1). 

It was . een among the Jews, that prieſt 
and other perſons were initiated in cheir office 0 
waſhings and purifications. 

2. He baptized ſuch Jews as declared them- 

ſelves 


, for 


luca. 
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felves to amend and alter their minds, and to pro- 
ſeſs and follow the doctrine of Chriſt. Matth. iii. 11. 

Chrift himſelf ordered his Apoſtles to teach and 
baptize all nations; or to initiate them, as his fol- 
lowers, in the profeſſion of his doctrine, and of the 
only true God, as their Creator,- Redeemer, and 
Sanifier. Matth. xxviii. 19, 


II. 


To be baptized unto or in ones name, is to pro- 
feſs and follow his divine miſſion and doctrine, 
which we learn from an expreſſion of St. Paul, 
1 Cor. x. 2.—where he ſays, that the Fathers were 
all baptized unto Moſes, in the cloud and in the ſea ; that 
is, they acknowledged Moſes to be their leader, in 
ſeeing the great things which God did through 
him for their ſafety and happineſs, as the pillar of 
a cloud, and of fire, leading them by day and by | 


night, &c, 


To be baptized in the name of Ged the Father, 
Sen, and Haly Ghoſt, is to believe, to profeſs, and to 
declare, that the only one and true God is not 
only our Creator, but alſo our kind and merciful 
Father—that he has given the higheſt proof of 
that, by ſending Jeſus Chriſt, his dear Son, into the 
world to fave ſinners—and that the doctrine of 
Chriſt, as a heaven-born and divine religion, has 
been cſtabliſhed 0 the powerful and gracious ope- 

rations 


: 1 . 1 
rations of the Holy Spirit of truth breathing ſtill 
in the goſpel for the ſanctifying of our ſouls; and 
that we, therefore, will believe what God teaches, 
renounce what he forbids, and do what he com- 
mands. ene ö 24. 
| III. . 


The deſign and advantage of Baptiſm. 
1. The dehgn—W ater being the outward viſible 


* 


emblem or figure, baptiſm is intended as a ſign of 


| purification from ſin, and as the ſacred ceremony to 
enter into a covenant or contract with God, that we, 
on our part, ſhould keep a pure and Leg con 
ſcience. - 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
The ancient method of. baptiſm was plunging 
under, and coming again out of, the water; of which 
St. Paul makes a beautiful and figurative explana- 


tion, Rom. vi. 4-— that Chriſtians baptiſed ſhould. 


be dead and buried to ſin, and riſe as new men living 
unto God and piety. 

Any other method but dipping: as pouring or 
forinkling of water, introduced in Northern coun- 
tries, as not being ſo dangerous to health, expreſſes 
the ſame ſpiritual deſign. 

2. The advantage, The principal thing i in bap- 

tiſm is, the inward ſpiritual grace, to be made a 
member of Chriſt's church, to have forgiveneſs of 
fin and everlaſting life, and to be in a ſtats of fal- 
vation. Mark xvi. 16. 
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But unleſs we- fulfil the condition, we muſt not 


expect the benefit. This condition is Repentance 
—Faith—Obedience:- Acts ii. 38. 


. IV. 

The baptizing or chriſtening of infants or babes 
is a very ancient cuſtom, introduced into the Chriſ- 
tian Church, founded chiefly upon the precept of 
Chriſt, to bring the children unto him, for of ſuch is 
the kingdom of heaven. Mark x. 14. | 

However, it would be contrary to the mercy of 
God, that ſuch children as die unbaptized ſhould. 
forfeit the advantages of baptiſm. Mark xvi. 16. 

It muſt be remembered, that the engagement, 
which ſureties make for children, is to be ratifed 
in their own perſons at the Confirmation, after hav- 
ing been previouſly and fully inſtructed in the prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion. The things pro- 
miſed in baptiſm by their godfathers and godmo- 


thers, would have been abſolutely incumbent on 


them whether they had been promiſed or not. 

For that reaſon, ſureties are admoniſhed to ſee 
thet the child may be virtuoufly brought up 10 lead a 
godly and a chriſtian life, remembering always that 
baptiſm doth repreſent unto us our profeſſion, which is, 
to follow the example of our Saviour Chrit, and to be 
made like unto him ; that, as he died and role again for 
us, ſo ſhould we, who are baptized, die from ſin, and 
riſe again unto righteouſneſs ; continually mortifying 

all 
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all our evil and corrupt aſfections, and daily Proceeding 
in all virtue and e f ings” 


See Robin fo 8 Hiſtory of Baptiſm: Lond. 40, 


„ 
Wall's * of Infant Baptiſm. 


Que / hs 0 
I. How many ſacred rites or ceremonies (82. 
craments) has Chriſt ordained ? 


To theſe two, Baptiſm and the Lord's ende 


ſome alſo add Confirmation, Penance, Extreme 
Unction, Matrimony, and Holy Orders: but if all 
religious actions were ſacraments, their number 
would be ſtill greater. 
Who was the firſt Baptiſt! 
Was Chriſt baptized ? 
Did this originate in an ancient cuſtom of the 
 _  Ifraclites 2- 
What was the condition under which John 
baptized ſome Jews ? 
Did Chriſt introduce baptiſm under a diffe- 
rent form? 


II. What is it to be baptized unto or in one“ 
name? 

What is it to be baptized into the doctrine 

and confeſſion of God the Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghoſt ? 


What 


III. 


IV. 


ba 


III. 
For what is water a very fit and proper ſign? 


IV. 


t 

What is it particularly to be baptized in the 
name of Chriſt ? 

But is there a difference between being called, 

and to be a Chriſtian ? 


What is the deſign of Baptiſm ? 


What is a covenant or contract? 

What do the two parties promiſe ? 

What was the ancient method of baptizing? 

Did this imply ſome ſignification? 

Does ſprinkling make a material difference in 
the chief ſenſe and deſign of baptiſm ? 

Is there a good reaſon to uſe ſppinkling ? 

What is the bleſſing and benefit of baptiſm ? 

Did Chriſt alſo commands bring children to 
him? 

Do you think a child that cannot be baptized 
is damned for ever? 

When do you take upon yourſelves the 18. 


and ſolemn engagement made in your bap- 
tiſm? 


But what muſt precede Confirmation ?. 


[i x68"]- 
Of the Lord's Supper. 
I. 


and 1 Cor. xi. 23—32. 


1. It is the ſolemn and fobzal remembrance of 


Chriſt's death, wherein Chriſtians eat bread and 


drink wine according to his appointment, and par- 
take of the bleſſings of redemption, ſealed with the 
ſacrifice of his body and blood, to the improving 
of 8 their ſouls in faith, holineſs, and joy. 

2. Tranſubſtantiation, or that bread and wine are 
turned into the very ſubſtance of body and blood, is 
too groſs an inſult upon ſound ſenſe and reaſon to 
| ſtand in need of a ſerious refutation. 
Chriſt has alſo commanded, that all ſhould drink 

of the cup. 

3. And yet all chiiflian fathers and doQtors from 
the beginning agree in it, that bread and wine are 
not common, or a mere /ign or repreſentation, but 
that by means of it Tome inward ſpiritual gift and 
grace is conveyed to worthy participants. 

4+ It is, therefore, neither the groſs and literal 
eating and drinking of fleſh and blood, nor a mere 
empty and inſignificant act of memory, but. the 


| partaking of an intimate union with 1 % our 


* glorified 


THE nature and deſen of it is collected from the 
words of the inſtitution. Matth. xxvi. 26—28.— 
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glorified Redeemer, and the means by which the 
bleſfings and fruits of his death and doctrine are 


conveyed to us. See John vi. 48=59;—which is 


the key, to the explanation. 


II. 
The Benefits of the Lord's Supper are: 
x. Aſſurance of the forgiveneſs of our fins and 


offences—The body given for thee, the blood ba 
fir thee, for the forgiveneſs of ſins, 


2. Increaſe of the ſpiritual graces of our mind; 


becauſe it contributes to form us into a ſubmiſſive, 


dutiful, and loving temper. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 


3. Univerſal good-will and charity; for it binds: 


us, in the moſt ſolemn manner, by this public pro- 
ſeſſion of his doctrine, to the ſervice which we owe 
to him ; and inclines us to the mutual imitation of 
his love. John xiii. 35. | 


4. Joy and comfort in afllictions, and the hope of 


excrlaſling life and glory. Rom. v. 8—10. 


III. 
Diſpeſitions and qualifications for receiving it 
wirthily ; for it does not operate like a charm, but. 


preſuppoſes a certain frame and receptivity of the 
mind, 


I, Bzrorg we come to the Lord's Supper, there 


are required, | 
„ Self 


” * 
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| Belfcexamination—1 Cor. xi. 28. 
in general, of our whole life and conduct, | 
In particular, of the notions we have of that 
holy ordinance. . 

Repentance, or concern for our paſt fights, and 2 
| ſettled reſolution to amend our hearts and lives, 
which we ſhew by reconcileableneſs and reparation 

= Matth. v. 23—26. Ezek. xxxiii. 1116. 
= For this reaſon communicants are exhorted: 
* & If ye ſhall perceive your offences to be ſuch as are nit 
enly againſt God, but alſo agaiuſt your neighbours, then qe 
ball reconcile yourſelves unto them, being ready to make 
reſtitution and ſatisfaion, according to the uttermuſt of 
your power, fer all injuries and ⁊urengs done by you 1 
any other; and being likewije ready to forgive others that 


have offended you, as ye would have forgiveneſs of your 
effences at God's hand.” 


© Confeſſion of our ſins: 
before God, 1 John i. 8 
before men, James v. wy | 
before the miniſters of Chriſt in the congregi- 
tion, Matth. xvi. 18, 19. 
i Koi, or a ſettled and comfortable truſt, that we, 
as penitent ſinners, have an intereſt in Chriſt's me- 
rit, and a full- and ferious reſolution to imitate the 
example of Chriſt, and to live like good Chriſtians, 
Decency.in our outward appearance—that we 
come holy and with clean hearts and lips to that 
3 feat 


— 


E 
{eaſt of brotherly love, where we drink with many 
of the ſame cup. (Joſh. vii. 13.) 


. 2. AT receiving the ſacred bread and wine, our 

behaviour ought to be ſerious, and our minds en- 
ö gaged in remembering and praiſing Chriſt's dying 
f love 3 and in ſuch or ſimilar pious ejaculations: 


in God my Saviour 


bleſs his holy name / 


Dear Teſus, auhoſe love conſtrained thee to ths e for me, 
let my whole heart and life bea 1 ſacrifice to thee ! 


3. ArTER having received it, we muſt praiſe the 


and ſhew the good effects and fruits of i it in our lives. 
PI. XX111. ciii. 

Hero often it is to be repeated, depends greatly 
upon the notions which a perſon has of the ne- 


ceſſity, and of the deſign and uſefulneſs, of that 
Chriſtian inſtitution. 


2 


Dueftions. 
J. Read the words of the iuſtitution of the Lord's 
Supper. : 
How did St. Paul know what it Chriſt had ſaid 
at the inſtitution, when he was not preſent ? 


I What do you collect from theſe words? 
ca . | What 


O my Soul, magnify the Lord ! and my Spirit, rejoice 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul! and all that is withinime, 


mercies of God, remember to fulfil our promiſe, 


| 
| 
/ 


— 


e 
What is the Lord's Supper ? 8 
What is meant by the ante word rar 
ſubſtantiation? 


Are laymen to drink of the cup ? 
Are bread and wine mere gut, or are they 


means ? 


If I give you a bank-note and ſay, Take this 


money s the paper ſolid gold or ſilver?— 
But is it not a vehicle of real value? 


Since one party goes too far, and does too 
much, and another too little, in the expla- 


nation of the words, This is my body 
What do you think 1 to be the true ſenſe and 
meaning? 5 | 

Is there ſomething in this dodrine, i in which 
atl parties agree ? 

Is it right to quarrel about thoſe points in 
which they diſagree? 

Have we a key to the true ſpiritual explana- 
tion? | | 


What are the benefits which a worthy com- 


municant receives ? 


Did Chriſt himſelf ſay, for whom and for what 


he died ? 


What temper does it form in us? 


Is it a public profeſſion and * of 
Chriſtianity ? 


1s it very uſeful for the time to come ? + 


III. What 


HI 


n 
III. What is required of them that come to the 
Lord's Supper? 
Does it' operate like a charm? 
Is a preparation neceſſary ? 
. What muſt we examine? 
How do we prove the ſincerity of repentance ? 
To whom muſt we confeſs our fins ? { 15 
What is the chief * of a cdmmu- 
nicant? 
Should they waſh and clean their mouths, and 
appear decently ? 
What behaviour becomes us at the Lord's 
table ? 
What, after we have received it ? | 
Can a general rule be given, how often we are 
to receive it? 


Meditation on the Four Laſt Things, 4 
I. 


DEATH is the ſeparation of the ſoul, or the 
liring principle, from the body. The ſoul indeed, 
as a ſpirit, cannot die but is immortal, and conti- 
nues after death; but the body is like a piece of 
mechaniſm which ſtops at laſt, like a plant or a 
flower that ſadeth. Eccleſ. Xi}. Pf. xc. 
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1. Although death in itſelf, with its contomi- 
tants, as decay of nature, diſeaſe, &c. is fright- 
ful, yet it has loſt its terror to good men and 
chriſtians, becauſe to them death is the way and 
the door to life. John v. 24. 2 Tim. i. 10. 


What a contraſt is it to compare the laſt hours 
and dying moments of a chriſtian and an . 


of a good or bad man! 


The faſhionable expreſſions, he put an end to his 
exiſlence—to be no more—ſhould not be uſed as im- 
plying an unbelief about a future ſtate of exiſtence, ' 


We ſhould rather ſay, to depart this life. It is an 
error againſt philoſophy and Enron that death 


17 an eternal ſleep. 


| 2. The fate of departed ſpirits is deſcribed in the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. Luke xvi, 
9—3 | 
3 . The beſt preparation for a happy death is 8 
good and pious life. 

Let us not truſt to a death- bed repentance, 
Ecclus. xviii. 22. 
Let us not, like that fool, "WIFE up money and 


treaſures, as if we had to live for ever upon eartl. 


Luke xii. 16—21. 35—48. 

| What is all the world to the cloſing eyes of 3 
dying man ! All is vanity—Honour, riches, beauty, 
pleaſure, and eſtates, are but of a ſhort duration; 
and, therefore, let us ſeek true and laſting happineſs 
uw 
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in the communion and love of God, and in the 


wiſe and proper uſe of our ſhort life for the beſt 
purpoſe and advantage. 1 John ii. 15—17. 1 Cor. 
vii. 29—31, _ Pee 

A /udden death, by lightning, a ſtroke of the 


palſy, &c. is no puniſhment, but rather a mercy to _ 
thoſe that are prepared. ; | 
| Perſons of property ſhould make their vill in 


time, becauſe they do not know how unexpectedly 


they may be ſnatched away by the hand of death. : 


II. 


Reſurrection takes place at che end of this world. 

1. This globe will undergo a great change, and 
make room for a new and better world. 2 Pet. iii. 
I-14. Rom. viii. 18—39. | 

Hiſtory and experience tell us, that this globe ha# 
undergone many natural changes and revolutions, 
as at the firſt formation of it, at the flood, &c.; 
and that it contains the matter of its diſſolution in 


itſelf, as ſubterraneous volcanoes, which produce | 


earthquakes, ſwallowing up ſometimes iſlands and 


great towns—that conſequently a general tranſmu- 
tation is not improbable *. 


The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The ſolemn temples, the great globe itſelf, 
Yea, all which it inherits, ſhall diſſolve; 15 
And, like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, 
Leave not a wreck behind We are ſuch ſtuff 
As dreams are made 0n,— | 


SHAKESPEARRE'S Tempe. | 
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1 l At that laſt and awful day che bodies of all 
men ſhall be raiſed up again and re united to their 
ſouls. 


8 Though reaſon cannot prove this; yet it is 
felſible, and probable. I 
| Peſſible—for nothing is impoſſible to the al. 
mighty and all-knowing power of God. It is as 
eaſy for him to enliven the ſcattered parts of our 
body again, as it was to make them out of nothing, 
Can he do no more than an Ariiſt, who compoſes 
the - detached pieces of a machine into a propor- 
tionate whole—or a CHymiſt, that burns plants, and 
reproduces them ? 
Probable—from the 99 in of nature, and ſrom 
the intimate connexion betxveen the body and the foul. 
Look to the new creation in ſpring, when, after 
the death of winter, nature is renovated, and when 
the earth, covered with flowers and verdure, affords 
the promiſe of new harveſts—when all beings de- 
clare, in the language peculiar to themſelves, that 
bounteous intelligence which gives new life to the 
univerſe ! 
Jeſus and Paul compare ou? bodies to a ſeed, 
which firſt muſt die and decay, before it "ore up. 
John xii. 24. 1 Cor. xv. 36. 


| Beſides, the ſoul of man, being originally united 
to a body, is probably capable of completer per- 
ception and action, and conſequently of higher 
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degrees of reward or puniſhment, in that ſtate than 
a ſeparate one. 


b. But this doctrine is quite certain, and beyond 
all doubt, by the revelation of ſcripture. on * 
28, 29. John xi. | 

There is a whole chapter of the Bible treating 
on this ſubject, 1 Cor. xv. than which no better 
could have been choſen for the Burial- Service. 
Read and conſider it well before it is read over your 
coffin. | 

Ihe particular nature of ſpiritual bodies we are | 
not qualified in our preſent ſtate to underſtand. | 
But ſo much is certain, that they will be ſubject to 
none of the infirmities, neceſſities, and ſufferings of | 
the preſent life, but raiſed and glorified to perfec- . 
tion. | 

c. This grand doctrine is of great importance | 
and weight, 

— to encourage us to a virtuous and chriſtian . 

courſe, Phil. iii. 20, 21. 
— to comfort us in the afflictions of this life. 
2 Mac. vii. 10—23. Ezek. xxxvii. 1-14. 


III. 
The Laſt Fudgment. 
1. The arguments for the great and awful doce 


trine, that there is a future ſtate of reward and 
puniſhment, are founded, 


þ 1 ST, a. Upon 
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a. open the feelings of our own hearts. Wiſd. 


xXvii. 11. 


All mankind, in different ages and nations of the 
World, have had ſome perſuaſion of a future re- 


compenſe; which being thus univerſal and — | ; 


muſt be grounded in nature and truth. 


b. Upon the inequality and diſproportion of pu- 
niſhment and reward in this world, and that a holy 


and righteous God muſt give to all men according 
to their works. Eccl. viii. 14. 


c. Upon the whole ſcripture. Eecl. xii. 13, 14.“ 


2. Particulars relating to this awful tranſaction. 


a. The perſons, on whom ſentence will be paſſed, 
- are all men without exception—high and low, rich 
and poor, old and young. Rev. xx. 12. 

b. The Fudge is Jeſus Chriſt, expreſsly appointed 
as being peculiarly qualified for it, ſince in him 
divine perfection is joined with experience of hu- 
man infirmity. Acts xvii. 31. 

c. The things, for which we ſhall be judged, are: 
our thoughts, 1 Cor. iv. 5. | 

words, Matth. xii. 36. 
deeds, 2 Cor. v. 10. 


d. The manner of judgment will be, 


With the greateſt awfulneſs and ſolemnity. 


Matth. xxv. 
v See the Chapter of the Immortality of the Soul, page 67. 


vice, and unxe formed ſenſuality. 
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With juſtice and equity—The Heathen will be 


judged by the law. of Reaſon and Conſcience ; the 


Chriſtians by the Bible; and all according to the 


meaſure of their faculties and opportunities of do- 


ing good. Rom. ii. I—16. | 
The ſentence of everlaſting happineſs or miſery 
will be impartial, final and deciſive. Matth. xxv. 46. 


Let us, then, be comforted when we ſee, in this 


world, vice ſo often triumphant, and virtue oppreſſ- 
ed; let us be charitable, and judge nothing raſhly 
before the time, but prepare ourſelves carefully for 
the divine mn ſince death may be near. Hol. 
9800 W. 

What will be done through all Eternity, when 
God will be all in all, is unknown to us, and not 


revealed. - Our preſent faculties are not fitted for, 


nor capable of, receiving a particular and exact 


account of the future ſtate of either the damned 


or bleſſed. But it is ſufficient for us to know, that 


there are but two ways to Eternity, one of which 
leads to life or happineſs, the other to miſery and 


deſtruction, Matth. vii. 13, 14. 

The way leading to Heaven, though beſet with 
thorns, is the love of God and man, ſelf-govern- 
ment, and the practice of every chriſtian virtue. 

The way leading to Hell, though ſeemingly 
ſtrewed with flowers—is deliberate wickedneſs, 


1. Heaven 
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T. Hon | is the blifsful ſtate and abode of reſt 
and happineſs of good and pious perſons. Heb. iy, 
In that ſtate we ſhall be free from every thing 
that is uneaſy, and enjoy every thing that is delight» 
ful., Rev. xxi. 4: 


As for our bodies, they ſhall be, like unto the 


glorious body of our Lord, free from all decay and 
diſorder, and inſtruments for every excellent pur- 
poſe, enjoying ſuch gratifications as will ſuit their 
future ſpiritual condition. 


As for our minds, their intelleQual and ative * 


powers will be improved to the moſt pleaſing 
knowledge of nature, providence, and grace, and 

to the progreſſive perfection and n of the 
moſt refined moral delight. 

Our employments will have nothing of their pre- 
ſent groſs nature or fatigue, but will be noble, and 
produce equal honour, delight and happineſs. 

- Our company will be the ſociety of juſt men made 
perfect, of all the great and good perſons that ever 
were, and of the dear objects of our former affer- 
tions, whom we probably ſhall meet again. How 
ſhall we be enraptured to converſe with them, t6 


exchange our ſenſations, and to engage in mutual 
heavenly friendſhip ! 1 Cor. it. 9, 10. 

It muſt however be remembered, that there will 
be degrees of blefſedneſs ; that the ſeeds of future 
bliſs are ſown already here, and that we ſhall reap 
their fruits each in proportion to his improvement. 

18 | But 


rie 


Ga RR 0 &$© 


* C 181 [ 4 
But every one ſhall be happy to the height of his 
capacity, neither deſpiſing thoſe below him, nor 
envying thoſe above him. 1 Cor. xv. 40, 4t. 
2. Hell, or damnation, is the miſerable ſtate of 
the wicked. Prov. i. 20-33. Wiſd. v. 1—16. 


Unpardoned finners wilt ſuffer more than any 
man in the moſt melancholy moments of life can 


imagine. Matth. xxv. 14. For ſin and miſery 


muſt and will be companions for ever. 

There will be, however, degrees of puniſhment, 
as well as of reward. Matth. xi. 20—24. 2 
The degree of every perſon's condemnation {hall 
be exactly proportioned to that of his guilt, Luke 

xi. 47, 48. 
But, God forbid that any of us ſhould expe- 
rience even the loweſt * 


„ 


See W. Bate on hs F our Laſt Things. 
Biſhop Greene's Diſcourſes on the Four Laſt 
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Pueſtions. 
I, Did you ever ſee a dead perſon ? 
What is death ? 
Is death frightſul to good perſons ? 
To whom is it ſo? 
When we die, do we ceaſe to be? 
Do 


1 
Do ve know any ing: of the ſtate of depatted 
ſpirits? 
What is the beſt preparation for a * death? 
Why ſhould we not truſt to a n repent- 
ance? a 
Should we hoard treaſures, or rather aids 
uſe of them, while we live ? 
How cautiouſly are we to ſpend our ſhort 
lives ? | 
What do you think of the ſtate of; a perſon | 
that dies ſuddenly ? 


' What ſhould perſons of property Jo? 


Shall this globe be diflolved ? 
Did you ever read or hear the fine paſſage of 


Shakeſpeare, inſcribed on his monument? 
Has our globe experienced many changes ? 
May any ſuch great change happen again? 


Did you ever ſee a perſon raiſed from the 


dead? Nor 1— 


But do you think it impoſſible ? 
Can a watchmaker make a watch of different 


pieces and wheels however detached and 
diſperſed ? 


4 Why i is it probable that we ſhall have another 


body ? 


5 What do you obſerve in winter and in ſpring ? 


Did] you e ever. ſee a gardener ſow and plant? 
; {a What 
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What did you perceive, ſoon after, upon that 
ſpot in the garden? 

Does Scripture teach a reſurrection of the 
body? 8 

What chapter treats of it? 

Do we know any thing of ſpiritual bodies? 

Is this doctrine of any weight for our duty 
and comfort? | 


Does our own heart and conſcience convince 


us of a future ſtate? 
Is every good aCtion rewarded in this world ? 
Is eyery crime puniſhed ? _ 
What did Solomon obſerve ? 
What inference can be drawn from thig 7 J 
Who is to be judged ? n 


Who is appointed as Judge of the world 1 


And is he qualified for it? 


What are thoſe things for N we ſhall bs 


judged ? 
How will Chriſt appear as the pt: 
What will be the rule of judgment ? 


By what rule will the Heathen be judged, thad 
had not the Bible ? 


Will more be aſked of him to whom more 


was given? 


What practical concluſion can we draw from 
this doctrine ? 


IV. Dos 
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Iv. Do we know all that God will do through all 


eternity? 5 
But do we know ſo much as is ſufficient for 
us ? 
| What do we know ? | «IG | | 
= What way leads to Heaven ? diy 
\ What to Hell ? | alo 
What will be our ſtate in Heaven? pri 
What ſort of bodies ſhall we have? int 
How will our minds be improved ? | the 
Shall we have ſome work, or be idle, i in Hea- ane 
ven? 7 | 
Do you think we ſhall meet thoſe again in the Pr 
next world, whom we knew in this? U: 
Will the inhabitants of Heaven _ the un 
ſame degree of happineſs ? the 
Alre ſinners already unhappy here ? an 
Why? mj 
Will they be ſo water ? co 
Will there be alſo degrees of puniſhment ? an 
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CONFESSION oz FAITH, 
For young Perſons before their Confirmation. 


I BELIEVE, that the Holy Scripture contains a 


divine revelation to mankind. It is in the Scripture. 
alone, then, that we can be ſure of finding the 


principles of true religion and morality, leading us 
into the way of true and laſting happineſs ; and 


therefore it ſhall be the guide and rule of my faith | 


and conduct in life and death. | 
I believe, that there is a God, the Cine and 


Preſerver, the Sovereign Lord and Ruler of the 


Univerſe, and that all things are governed by his 
unerring wiſdom and infinite goodneſs :—as it is 
the chief end of my exiſtence, ſo it ſhall be the firſt 


and higheſt care of my life, to love and fear him as 


my heavenly Father above all things; to live in a 
continual ſenſe of my entire dependence on him; 


and obediently to keep his ſalutary laws and com- 


mandments. 


I believe, that I am bound, by the ties of huma- 


nity and religion, to love my fellow-creatures as 


myſelf, and to do unto them as I wiſh they ſhould 


do unto me. In the ſame manner as I muſt take 
care of my body and ſoul, I will endeavour to pro- 
mote the ſpiritual and temporal welfare of the com- 
munity, by being ſubject to my ſuperiors, juſt in 

all 


all my dealings, faithful and diligent in my calling; 


and by fulfilling all my general and relative duties, 


in that ſtation of life in which it has pleaſed God 


to place me. 


I believe, that my foul is immortal, and that 


there is a ſtate of puniſhment and reward hereafter, 
when God will bring to judgment every work, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. There- 
fore, it muſt and ſhall be my firſt care, in this life, 


to be prepared, by a chriſtian courſe, for my laſt | 


moment, and for a happy eternity. 

ÜI believe, that J am, like the reſt of W 
weak, ſinful, and mortal creature; and with ſorrow 
and repentance I feel the fin and miſery of my 
corrupted ſtate. But God, in his mercy, has ſent 
| Jeſus Chriſt into the world IHR ſinners. By his 
heavenly doctrine, our mind is enlightened and our 
heart reformed, to walk in the path of true wiſdom 
and piety that leads to true and laſting happineſs, 
On his promiſe and merit I rely in the hope of my 
ſalvation'; and it is my ſerious reſolution, to deny 
and renounce the ſins and yanities of the world, 
and the ſinful deſires of my own heart; to follow 
and to imitate the pattern and example of my Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt ; and to N. righteoully, 


and-piouſly, in this world, un y life's end. 
I believe, that I am not able, of myſelf, to do all 
this; but I pray to God, from whom all goodneſs 
flows, 


„„ 2 


lows, to bleſs my ſincere endeavours to improve 
in wiſdom, godlineſs, and virtue. May he keep 
and protect me from all dangers and temptations 
to fin, ſupport and comfort me under all the trials 
and afflictions of life, and inſpire my heart with due 
ſentiments of truth and piety, that I may become 
and always remain truly good and happy 
I renew and ratify, this day, the awful covenant 

and vow made in my baptiſm, being deſirous of 
receiving the Lord's Supper, ordained for the re- 
membrance of his death; and, for the ſtrengthening 
of my faith, to enter into an intimate communion 
with God my heavenly Father, with Chriſt my 
gloriſied Redeemer, and with all the members of 
his Holy Church. 

May the Almighty God aſſiſt me to fulfil this 
promiſe, by his Spirit, through Jeſus Chriſt ! Amen, 
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